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Service of Harvest Thanksgiving 

Sunday 8th October at 10.30am 



 
Diary Dates 

 

4th Oct (Wed)  Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm in the Session Room 

5th Oct (Thurs)  Office Hour 7-8pm 

8th Oct (Sun)  Service of Harvest Thanksgiving with Baptism at 10.30am 

14th Oct (Sat)  Men’s Breakfast Fellowship Meeting in the High Street Hall at 8.30am 

15th Oct (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

17th-20th Oct  Church Office closed 

22nd Oct (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

23rd Oct (Mon)  Last date for November magazine material 

29th Oct (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

1st Nov (Wed)  Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm in the Session Room 

2nd Nov (Thurs)  Office Hour 7-8pm 

5th Nov (Sun)  Service at 10.30am followed by a short service of Holy Communion 

8th Nov (Wed)  Fabric Committee meets at 7.30pm in the Session Room 

11th Nov (Sat)  Men’s Breakfast Fellowship Meeting in the High Street Hall at 8.30am 

12th Nov (Sun)  Remembrance Sunday with services at with services at 10.00am and 11.30am 

    with a Public Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial at 10.50am 

    (No Tea and Coffee today) 

    (No wee service today) 
 

14th Nov (Tues)  Craft Fair in the High Street Hall  7  -  9pm   

15th Nov (Wed)  Finance Committee meets at 7.30pm in the Committee Room 

18th Nov (Sat)  Scotmid Funeral Services Annual Memorial Service in the church followed by 

    refreshments in the High Street Hall 

19th Nov (Sun)  Guild Service at 10.30am in the church  

 

 

 

 

Corstorphine Old Parish Church, Kirk Loan, Edinburgh EH12 8HD 

Scottish Charity number: SC016009 
 

Sunday Worship at 10.30am  -  On the first Sunday of every month there is a short service of 

Communion at 11.30am except March, June, October and December when there are services of Holy 

Communion at 8.30am and 10.30am 

Church Office  -  2A Corstorphine High Street EH12 7ST.  Office Open  : Monday-Friday  -  8.30am

-1pm      Contact details :  334 7864    corold@aol.com 

The Thursday Office Hour  -  In the Church Office, High Street Hall, on the first Thursday of eve-

ry month 7.00-8.00pm (except July and August).  No appointment necessary.   

Church Hall  -  High Street Hall, 2A Corstorphine High Street EH12 7ST  
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Letter from our Minister 
Dear Friends, 

 

Nearly fifty years ago a group of women within the Church of Scotland petitioned the General 

Assembly asking that women be ordained into the ministry of Word and Sacrament. A signifi-

cant change had already taken place in 1963 when it was agreed to ordain women as elders in the 

Kirk, and although ordaining women to the full time ministry was a natural step theologically, so-

cially it was a huge change. The Church of Scotland would be the first national church in the UK 

to make such a decision and it was a significant milestone of the day. A group of six women who 

had been theologically trained and had strong connections with the life and work of the church 

spearheaded the call to change and at the 1968 General Assembly the decision was taken to go 

ahead and admit women to the ordained ministry. One of those five women is well known to our 
own congregation – the Rev Margaret Forrester went on to become a parish minister in Edin-

burgh, at St Michael’s Slateford Road, and after her retirement became one of the locum minis-

ters here at the Old Parish during the last vacancy. More recently Margaret has regularly 

joined the congregation for worship on Sunday mornings. 

 

The achievement of those six women was recognised this year by the University of Edinburgh 

with the honourary degree of DD (Doctor of Divinity) being awarded to Margaret in recognition 

of the pioneering work she and her colleagues achieved in 1968 and beyond. Margaret’s reaction 

to the publicity surrounding the award of this degree was to praise other people – the other 

women she worked with, but also the men who worked alongside them, encouraging them, sup-

porting them and ultimately voting for the admission of women. Our congratulations go to Mar-

garet on the award of her DD, and our thanks for the vision, bravery and faith she and her col-

leagues exhibited fifty years ago. But perhaps even more than our congratulations or thanks we 
should celebrate Margaret’s recognition of the support of the commissioners of the General As-

sembly, the people in the pews and the general public in bringing about a change that today we 

almost take for granted. 

 

This month we celebrate harvest, and as well as bringing donations of pasta, rice, UHT milk, tins 

and jars and biscuits, all of which will be taken to the food bank at Holy Trinity Wester Hailes, 

we give thanks for the people at home and overseas who produce our food, who sow and nurture 

and harvest, who package and transport it, who sell it and prepare it, and remember those for 

whom food is a luxury. 

 

In your prayers please give thanks for those whose actions bring life to many, whose voices 

bring change and growth. And remember too those who are hungry – hungry for nourishment, 
hungry for change, hungry for life. 

 

With best wishes, 
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Guild News 

Diary Dates 

 

Thursday 5th October at 7.00pm 

Edinburgh Presbyterial Council 

St Andrew’s and St George’s West Church 

Communion with the Very Rev Dr Russell Barr  

and Rev Ian Gilmour 

 
Tuesday 10th October at 7.30pm 

Cherry Blossom to Geisha 

 Presentation by Mr Gordon Lobban 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 24th October at 7.30pm 

Area Joint Meeting at  

St Ninian’s Parish Church 

Speaker TBA 
 

Tuesday 7th November at 7.30pm 

Let’s Stick Together / Care for the Family 

Kate Allan — Guild Project 

 

We would be delighted to welcome new mem-

bers, men and women to our meetings where a 

warm welcome is assured.  If you would like a 

syllabus or more information about the Guild or 

any of our speakers, please contact myself or 

Doris Crichton, Joint Convener, 477 0067. 

 

Brenda Russell, Joint Convener 

Tel :  629 1456 

 

BBC Radio Scotland 
 

The Old Parish will feature in the BBC Radio 

Scotland New Every Morning Sunday broad-

casts at 6.30am on the following dates:  8th 

and 15th October.  If 6.30am is too early to 
listen, the services are available on BBC iplayer 

for four weeks following the broadcasts. 

 

Magazine Donation 
 

Issued with every copy of the Church Maga-

zine this month is a Magazine Do-

nation envelope. This is to provide 

an opportunity for all who receive 

the Church Magazine to help off-

set the cost of paper and production. 

 

There are nine copies of the Church Maga-

zine produced in a year.  The cost of pro-

ducing the magazines continues to rise and a 

donation of £5 is suggested.  We would be 
grateful if envelopes could be returned as 

soon as possible and certainly within the 

next four weeks. 

 

As in previous years, those who receive 

their magazine by post will receive a sepa-

rate request for the cost of postage if they 

wish to continue. As always if you would like 

to receive your magazine as an email attach-

ment please just contact Christine in the 

Office (corold@aol.com).  You can also view 

the magazine on the church website: 
 

  www.corstorphineoldparish.org.uk 
 

David Drummond, Magazine Editor 

 

Service of Harvest 

Thanksgiving   
 

Our Service this year takes place on Sunday 

8th October. Please bring along to the ser-

vice dried goods (for example, rice, pasta, 

tins, coffee, tea).   

 

These will be taken to the Wester Hailes 

Food Bank at Trinity Church immediately 

after the Service.  
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CRAFT FAIR 
 

Tuesday 14th November 
7—9pm     :     High Street Hall 

 
 
 
 

 

 
£2  (includes refreshments) 

Stalls include – cards, homemade jewellery, candles, handbags, books etc 
 

All welcome 

Letter from the Rev Ian Brady 
 
 

Dear Friends at Corstorphine Old 
 

Fifty Years in the Ministry 
 

It was thoughtful, touching and kind of you to send your congratulations and best wishes on my 

reaching the very happy milestone of 50 years in the Ministry of the Kirk. 

 

I must confess that it is difficult for me to get my head round that fact  -  to put it colloquially.  
If, however, to borrow a quotation from the September Life and Work Magazine, “Facts are 

chiels that winna ding, An’ downa be disputed”  (Burns) then I am happy to face up to that. 

 

I came to be your Minister in 1976 from a very happy nine year ministry in Coatbridge and all 

these many years later, after 25 years in the Old Parish and including the time since I officially 

retired, it has always been encouraging to me and our family in the Manse — and a source of 

great strength too, to have had your friendship and good  wishes. 

 

Our parish has changed dramatically since its time as a ‘Midlothian Village’, to use the title of a 

very interesting commentary on what was life in a community once well separated from the big 

city of Edinburgh.  I was glad, then, to have been with you, office-bearers and congregation 

alike, as, together we applied ourselves to being effective, in whatever way we could, as part of 
the body of Christ in this constantly changing community. 

 

I offer you all my very best wishes as you continue to respond to the opportunities and challeng-

es that this offers. 

 

Ian D Brady 



  4 

Guild Annual Gathering 
Caird Hall Dundee, 2nd September 2017  

 

This event is one of the high points of the Guild year, a day of 

worship, celebration, friendship and fun! 

 

The Theme for this year is 'Go in Love' and three of us attended 
from Corstorphine Old Parish. It was a day to remember.  

 

The National Convener, Marge  Paterson opened the morning session with a call to worship and she 

welcomed  special guests from  Councils and Committees of the Church of Scotland, former Na-

tional Guild leaders, Project Partners and many other representatives from various organisations. 

 

The Moderator the Rt Rev Dr Derek Browning was then invited to speak and he gave his personal 

reflections of 'Go in Love' our theme for 2017-18. His talk was very uplifting.  Ian Whyte, General 

Secretary, took us down memory lane with some of the songs (with actions) from the Seaside Mis-

sions we remember so well.  

 

Dr Pam Cairns was the main speaker for the afternoon session. She is a retired GP and author of 
two books which deal with such subjects as the life of the street child, modern slavery and human 

trafficking. She became the volunteer Medical Director of the Vine Trust, and she and her hus-

band Alan, worked to develop and promote the Amazon Hope Medical and Dental Project in the Pe-

ruvian Jungle. The Trust is trying to help the street children of Peru in their struggle to survive 

hunger, disease and abuse. We were all very moved to hear some of the horrors faced by these 

children. 

 

We had The Heart and Soul Swing Band playing again this year and they encouraged us all to sing, 

clap and  dance  in the aisles, and on the stage! As usual the singing was wonderful. Closing worship 

was led by the National Vice-Convener Patricia Robertson. 

 

The day was a great success and we left feeling uplifted and inspired, and ready to face the new 

Guild Session. 

Be Bold, Be Strong!  Go in Love. 

Brenda Russell : Joint Convener 

 

Wednesday Church Opening 
 

We still have a couple of months of opening on a Wednesday Morning. However I have been ad-

vised that two of our happy band wish to retire at the end of the season. If there is anybody 

who would like to volunteer for a couple of hours around four to five times a year can you please 

let me know. By asking now we will have a chance to let you familiarise yourself with what we do 

on a Wednesday morning before we stop for the season 

  

All offers of help will be greatly appreciated. It is not an onerous task and meeting 

the visitors who come in is always pleasant. I can be contacted on don-

ald.r.baird@blueyonder.co.uk or 0131 334 7591 if you would like more details. 

   

Donald Baird 
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Fund Raising for Sick Kids 
 

My name is Gilly Herbert and I have been volunteer fundraising for 6 years and so far have raised 

£143,000 for various charities, to include Project Play (Corstorphine Primary School's playground 

development), Edinburgh Children's Hospital Charity (formerly known as Sick Kids Friends Founda-

tion), Maggie's Cancer Care and CCLASP (Children with Cancer & Leukaemia Advice & Support for 

Parents). All my fundraising has been worked around looking after my four children. Fundraising is a 
huge passion of mine and I am grateful for all the support I have had over the years. 

 

My latest venture is the Plaster Card  -  see below. 

Quiz Night 

St Thomas’ Church 
 

Friday 10th November at 7.30pm 
 

Donations will be taken on the night for the Food Bank organised by the City Mission at the 

Corstorphine Community Church.  The Quiz will finish around 9pm and then you are invited to 

enjoy tea/coffee and tray bakes. 

 

If you would like to be in the Old Parish Team, please contact Moira on : 476 5893 or email: 

moira-mc@live.co.uk 



Church Flowers for October 
 

(The name of the team member arranging the flowers is in brackets) 

 
1st October In memory of Jim and Ina Henry from Carol, Alistair Christie and family 
    (Sallie Bryson) 

 

8th October Margaret Scott in memory of Ian 

   Brenda Russell in memory of Gil 

    (Linda Gorrie) 

 

15th October In memory of Freda Davidson from Peter and the family   

   Mr and Mrs Irons in memory of Bill and Jenny Buckley 

    (Sheena Crisfield) 

 

22nd October In memory of George Irving from Sheila and the family 

   Mrs Pirrie in memory of her husband, Tom, and her mother-in-law, Janet   

    (Mary Cooke) 
 

29th October —— 

    (Mary Cooke) 

 

May Shiels donated flowers on 24th September and I apologise for omitting this from last month’s 

magazine. My thanks go to May and all who donated flowers in September.  If you wish to make a do-

nation for flowers in memory of someone or just for yourself, please contact me. 

 

Sallie Bryson  -  Tel 334 2614   -   Email:  sallie.bryson@btinternet.com 
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13th Edinburgh Company The Boys’ Brigade 
 

As mentioned in the last magazine The Boys’ Brigade started back in August.  We have retained the 

Boys from last Session and are currently trying to recruit more.  Some might have noticed our re-

cruitment banner is up again on the church hall wall, we also have had posters sent out to the local 

schools and have put some leaflets through doors in the Carrickknowe area.  If any church member 

knows of houses in their own or adjoining streets with school age boys and would be willing to put a 
leaflet through the door please let us know and we can supply some.  Our age groups are as follows: 

  

Anchor Boys 6.30 - 7.30 (Primary 1, 2 & 3) 

Junior Section 6.30 – 8.00 (Primary 4, 5 & 6) 

Company Section 6.30-8.00 (Primary 7 - 6th Year) 

  

If you require any more details of BB membership here in Corstorphine or elsewhere please contact 

me. 

  

Kevin Aitchison, Captain 
Tel: 334 7731 
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Duties for November 
 

Welcome and Uplift 

5th Team 10 A Christie  C Christie  J Darling  L Ingle  S MacFeeters 

Remembrance Sunday  11.30am service 

12th Team 11 K Naish  M Gordon  G Stewart  L Fitzgibbon K Henderson 

19th Team 1 L Allan  N Thomson H Brotherston K Hutchon  T Berry 

26th Team 2 S Bryson  M McDonald P Baber  M Ewart  B Petherick-Kerr 

 

              Sunday Beadles 

5th  D Pearson   12th  R Allan  19th  A Thom   26th  J Gorrie 
 

 

Bell Ringers 

5th  K Walker  12th  H Edwards (10am)   19th A Hay  26th  P Carnie   

 
Office Hour 

2nd   R Ingle 

 

               Sunday Coffee 
5th  The Guild 12th  No Tea/Coffee  19th Guild Sunday 26th  D Crichton/L Ingle 

 

                          Wednesday Church Opening 

1st  D Baird 8th  D Davidson  15th  M McMurdo    22nd  D Drummond      29th  D Baird 

 

Remembrance Sunday 
  

 

 

 

 
Wearing my Corstorphine Trust Hat, can I 

remind you all that this year’s service takes 

place on Sunday 12th November starting at 

10.50am. Once again the Trust has the Hon-

our to organise this service of Remembrance 

and Commemoration at our local War Memori-

al on behalf of the Royal British Legion Scot-

land. The Trust has been carrying out this 

Mark of Respect to the ‘Fallen’ since the Cor-

storphine branch of the Legion closed. 

  

We look forward to seeing as many of you as 

possible on the day. A small number of chairs 
will be available for those who really need 

them. 

   

Donald Baird 

 

Many Congratulations 
 to: 

 

Graeme and Davina Stewart (ED13) 
who celebrated their 

60th Wedding Anniversary on 

Thursday 21st September 
 

and  
 

Dougie and Marlene Pearson (ED24) 
who celebrate their 

50th Wedding Anniversary on 

21st October 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From All at the Old Parish! 
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Corstorphine Hallowe’en 
 

Clarke Murray sat on the bench at Sunday School entranced by the biblical stories his teacher was telling 
the class. He attended the Sunday School at Corstorphine Old Parish Church every week and had done so 

since he was five years old, he was now eight and three quarters. All his ancestors had been christened here 
and given biblical names. He would listen intently to these stories to hear if any of the people in the bible had 
the same name as anyone in his family. Being eighteen sixty-five, the fashion now was to give the first born 
son the surname of the mother as the child’s Christian name. This was also true of his teacher Davis Drum-
mond and Clarke’s best friend Simpson Braid, although everyone called him ‘Sim’. 

 
Davis was telling the class about Jesus’s miracles. Clarke liked the one where Jesus walked on water. If Cor-

storphine Loch had not been drained he would have tried that himself. He also liked the parable of Jesus 
feeding the five thousand with five loaves and two fishes but thought that were he Jesus and as hungry as 
he was now, he would just eat all the bread and fish himself. Davis led a short prayer for the children but 
before he got the chance to send them on their way home, Sim (always the gallus one) piped up – 
 

“ Sir, daes the Kirk no dae onnythin fur Hallowe’en? It faws neist Setturday”. 
 
“All Hallow’s Evening” said Davis giving the day its full title. “No; because it is a pagan festival.” The children 
stared wide-eyed. “My Grandfather used to say that his Grandfather, Daniel called the day ‘Samhuinn’ which 
was an ancient Celtic festival that marked the end of summer and the harvest, and the beginning of the cold, 

dark winter. The festival symbolised the boundary between the world of the living and the world of the dead. 
It was believed by the Celts that on the night of 31st October, ghosts of the dead would walk again amongst 
them, and large bonfires were lit in each village in order to ward off any evil spirits. All house fires were put 
out and new fires lit from these great bonfires. Children dressed up and pretended to be evil spirits and 
went ‘guising’ or ‘galoshin’. The custom traces back to a time when it was thought that by disguising children 

in this way they would blend in with the spirits that were abroad that night keeping them safe. Children ar-
riving at a house so ‘disguised’ would receive an offering to ward off evil. Here in Corstorphine we had marsh-
es surrounding the Gogar and Corstorphine lochs and the marsh gas would sometimes ignite and give off an 
eerie blue light. In fact one of the fields round here is known as ‘The Flashes’. The ancients thought these 
lights were the spirits of the dead and called them ‘Corpse Candles’. We know them as ‘Jack O Lantern’ or 

‘Will O the Wisp’. Yes Sim, I know we also call neep lanterns ‘Jack O Lantern’. Guising, neep lanterns and 
dookin for apples are all things that go back to the ancient Celts and their traditions and beliefs”. 
 
Mr Drummond’s explanation had only enthused the children about Hallowe’en.  In the kirkyard they laid their 
plans. Sim said they should go to Saughtonhall Farm and pull up one of farmer Robertson’s turnips, howk out 

the centre, cut a scary face on it, get a piece of candle from the Kirk to light the lantern. They could dress 
as ghosts, hide in the kirkyard and appear as if by magic to anyone passing by and give them the fright of 
their lives. 

 
“Ma faither seys that ghosts ur the speerits o fowk that ur deid”  Sim told the others. 

“An fowk that ur aboot tae dee wander aroon at Hallowe’en an ur cawed ‘wraiths’ – ane o 
us cud be ane o thaes”. 
 
“Is taking a candle from the Kirk and a turnip from the farm not stealing? ‘Thou shall 
not steal’ is one of the Commandments”.  Clarke’s sister Victoria said. 

 
Sim thought for a moment “Whin we’re feenished wu'll pit them back. We're ainly borrowin”. 
 
Unknown to the youngsters, Mr Drummond, who was quietly collecting fallen leaves from around the kirkyard, 
had heard their every word. Hatching a plan of his own he thought he would need to hurry home and set it in 

motion to be ready for the Saturday of Hallowe’en. 
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Returning to the kirkyard on Hallowe’en as the day turned to twilight, with the help of his brother, Davis 

Drummond was able to tie a cord that he had made black with soot and stretch it tightly between the church 
and a well placed tree.  The blackened cord ran across the kirkyard over the gravestones that Davis felt Sim 
and his friends would use to hide behind but still allow them to appear in their guises to anyone walking down 
Kirk Loan.  The cord ran about twelve feet off the ground and would be invisible in the dark. Before tying it 
Davis and his brother George had threaded two rings through the cord. Two twenty foot blackened cords 

were run through the rings and were pulled until tight with the items attached to them which the brothers ’ 
mother had sewn held out of sight against the main line. The Drummond brothers checked that the cords 
worked and ensured they were positioned securely above the selected gravestones.  They then positioned the 
ends of the cords behind the next row of headstones and held them fast with rocks. George went to a head-
stone over by the church and tucked a white sheet behind it. Davis took another of his mother ’s articles and 

laid it on the ground running out the blackened cord attached to it and brought it to the tree. The stage was 
now set and the props were in place. 
 
Davis and George dressed identically in long black cloaks, black gloves and black hoods with eye slits silently 
took their places. By now it was quite dark. The brothers stood away from the tree and headstone and 

checked that they were absolutely invisible to each other, then hunkered down and waited. 

 
After no more than ten minutes they heard the excited voices of children. Davis recognised them at once – 
Sim, Clarke, Victoria and Charlotte. Sim struck a flint several times and in that dim light Davis saw the 
crudely carved turnip and the boys and girls in poorly assembled but passable Hallowe’en costumes. They 
were standing at the exact part of the kirkyard the Drummonds’ had guessed that they would use. 

 
“Kin ye no get the caunle tae licht?” Clarke was heard to say in frustration. Davis took that as his cue. He 
pulled on a cord. A large furry beast with a long tail scurried down the path in front of the boys and girls one 
of whom let out a yelp. 
 

“Whit iz it?” queried Sim.  “A huge rat!” squealed Charlotte.  
 
George left his hiding place and silently found the next cord and let the large 
item attached to it fall gently and slowly. When he reckoned it was about five 
feet from the ground he started tugging at the cord and the thing at the end of 

it started to dance. It was a bat about the size of a man’s two hand spans. One of 
its wings slapped Victoria on the ear and she let out a piercing scream. 
 
“It’s a bat, I can still hear it flapping”. George pulled the bat back up and secured the cord with its rock. He 
quietly returned to the church and, hidden from the children, started to blow on a coal ember he had 

brought with him.  From it he lit a candle and placed it in a red glass cup within a carved turnip. In the mean-
time Davis had crossed to the other chord and dropped the sewn spider about the size of a man ’s hand onto 
Clarke’s head.  
 
“Ugh!” yelled the startled boy “A muckle great spider!”  The girls squealed again. 

 
The children all drew breath as a disembodied head with red eyes and a snaggled, lop-sided grin floated in 
the air coming to rest on top of one of the headstones where George in his black cloak, gloves and hood care-
fully placed it. Then he ducked behind the next gravestone and threw the white sheet over himself. Standing 
up with a breathless voice he intoned – “A wraith; a wraith; a wraith...”  The children clung to each other 

tightly. George lifted his arm under the white sheet and pointed to the tree where his brother was con-
cealed. Davis threw off his cloak; underneath he wore a white shirt, breeches and waistcoat but as he had 
left his black hood on he looked like a headless corpse… 
 
“Ma heid; ma heid!” the headless apparition cried. George discarded his sheet and, once again all in black, 

picked up the turnip or ‘heid’ floating it towards Davis’s ‘body’ that came staggering towards it. Unfortunately 
the children were in the path of both. It was too much for them, and screaming at full volume they ran off at 
top speed down Kirk Loan. 
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Corstorphine Literary 
 & Geographical Society 

 

October Syllabus 
 

Monday 2nd October 

Concert by Musicians of  

St Mary’s Music School 

 

Monday 9th October 

Air Traffic Control 

An illustrated Talk by Paul Spooner 

 

 

 

Monday 16th October 
Corsica 

An illustrated Talk by Dr Kenneth Thomson 

 

Monday 23rd October 

Sir Walter Scott and the Campbells 

An illustrated Talk by Prof. Ian Campbell 

 

Monday 30th October 

Antarctica 

An illustrated talk by John Stohlner 

 

Monday 6th November 

Film Night presented by Ian Rintoul 
Edinburgh Children’s Matinees 

 

Every Monday evening in the Burns Hall,  

St Ninian’s Church. Visitors £2 per meeting. 

 

Please contact Valerie Thomson for more in-

formation : 339 6115 

 

Men’s Breakfast Fellowship 
Meetings 

High Street Hall at 8.30am 
 

 
 

 

Saturday 14th October 
‘The Women who went to War’ 

 

Speaker  :  Alan Cumming 

of the Scottish Women’s Hospitals 
A short film and talk on Elsie Inglis  

and her work within the  Scottish Women’s 

 Hospitals in Serbia during the First World War 
scottishwomenshospitals.co.uk 

 

Saturday 11th November 
 

Speaker  -  TBC 
 

Come along and enjoy a tea/coffee and bacon 

roll. All men, sons, brothers, friends, uncles, 

grandfathers etc most welcome! 

When they were well away the brothers laughed heartily slapping each other on the back. “We’ll just take 

our clothes and the animals and my ‘heid’. The rest can wait until the morning.” said Davis. 
 
Suddenly something caught George’s eye “What is that?” he said, pointing over his brother’s shoulder to a 
field a few hundred yards away. Davis turned round to look and they could see the intense blue of little 
lights flashing on and off. “That’s where the marsh was before it was drained years ago!”  

 
The little lights continued to flicker and flare, dancing along making their way like living things up the hill 
towards the kirkyard where the brothers now stood staring………...       
 

THANKS TO GORDON MOODIE FOR THIS CORSTORPHINE HALLOWE’EN STORY  

 

A big thank you to all who helped at Doors 

Open Day on the 23rd. The feedback is that 
it all went well on the day. According to the 

record kept there would appear to have been 

160/170 visitors over the day. It was probably 

more as it is difficult to ‘catch’ all the people 

as they come in and move about. 

  

Donald Baird 
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Parish Records 

Death 

21st September  John Waugh, 21 Wester Broom Avenue (ED34) 

 

Baptism 

24th September Elijah Stanley, son of Sumit and Shikha Harrison  

       13 

 

Sleep in the Park – a mass sleep-out to end homelessness 
 in Scotland. For Good. 

  

Saturday 9th December 2017 
  

Social Bite, a proactive charity working around Scotland with and for homeless people, is organising 

the world’s largest ever sleep-out and are hoping to attract 9,000 people to Edinburgh’s Princes 

Street Gardens. The charity hopes that by raising funds and working together, the people of Scot-

land will create such an impetus that homelessness will be eradicated over a five-year period. The 

aim is not only to find provision for housing, but also to provide rehabilitation, job opportunities and 

support that will help people get back on their feet and find their place within society. The hope is 

that the many charities who work in these areas might also link up to provide ongoing support and 
care. 

  

The vision is to make Scotland an example for the whole world to follow. We know we are a small 

country, but we are also a nation of innovators, explorers, and philanthropists. We are a small coun-

try with a big and generous heart. 

  

At Christmas time there are many legitimate calls upon our time and our generosity. There are so 

many worthwhile charities and causes to support. But there is for Christians something compelling 

about the reality of homelessness that lies near the heart of the Christmas story. The homeless 

Christ-child, the refugee Holy Family. 

  

Social Bite have gathered together a range of amazing people to the sleep-out. John Cleese, Deacon 
Blue, Rob Brydon, Sir Bob Geldof, Liam Gallagher and Amy Macdonald who will be present on the 

night.  

  

You might not be able to take part yourself, a cold winter night in a park in December won ’t be possi-

ble for everyone. But you might know someone in your Church or workplace, a child or grandchild, a 

student friend or someone in a uniformed organisation, school, or a company who might be able to get 

involved individually or as a group. The challenge is for each individual to raise a minimum of £100 

towards the cause. 2,000 people have already signed up. There’s still some way to go to reach 9,000 

people. Find out more at www.SleepInThePark.co.uk  

 

 
 



Church Contacts 
 
 

MINISTER      Rev. Moira McDonald  476-5893         moira-mc@live.co.uk 
 
PROBATIONARY MINISTER    Allan Morton   07943 816607  AMorton@churchofscotland.org.uk 
 
 
WORK PLACE CHAPLAIN    Rev. Kristina Herbold Ross 07702 863342  kristina.ross@wpcscotland.co.uk 

           01383 510511       

 
 
ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER   Dr Archie Ewing  552-3799  archieewing@blueyonder.co.uk 

       DMus, FFCM, LTCL, LLCM  
 
 
CHURCH  SECRETARY      Christine Mill   334-7864  corold@aol.com 
 
 
SESSION CLERK     Alison Edwards  334-5093  alison.edwards@talk21.com 
 
 
ASSISTANT SESSION CLERK   Ramsay Allan      332-5809  ramsayallan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
TREASURER       Alistair Christie  334-4893 treasurercorstorphineoldparish@btinternet.com 
 
 
FABRIC CONVENER     Ramsay Allan      332-5809  ramsayallan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
MISSION COMMITTEE CONVENER   Carol Christie   334 4893  caroljchristie@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
WFO CONVENER     Graeme Stewart   339-7718  gfstewart@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

 
FINANCE CONVENER     Penny Salton   334-2652  pennysalton@mac.com 
 
 
CHRISTIAN AID CO-ORDINATOR   Linda Ingle         444-2395 
           or 07530 988240 lindaingle@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS DISTRIBUTION ORGANISERS    Ken and Rena Ingle   334-9467  renaingle@hotmail.com 
 
 
WEDNESDAY CHURCH OPENING ORGANISER  Donald Baird    334-7591  donald.r.baird@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

 
ROLL KEEPER      Marlene Pearson  538-5592  mpearson_@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
GIFT AID CONVENER    Linda Gorrie   339 3687  lindagorrie01@gmail.com 
 
 
SUNDAY CLUB LEADER & MAGAZINE EDITOR David Drummond     334 -5741  daviddrummond65@btinternet.com 
 
 
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER    Liz Allan   332-5809  ramsayallan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
PRESBYTERY ELDER     John Hartil   476- 9761  johndhartil@blueyonder.co.uk  
   
 

REPRESENTATIVE TO CORSTORPHINE CHURCHES 

EXECUTIVE MEMBER     Jane Walker   539-1080  janes.walker@virginmedia.com 
 
 
WORSHIP COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE  Betty Black   538-0373 

MANAGING CO-ORDINATOR 
 

 
THE GUILD  -   Joint Conveners   Brenda Russell   629-1456  bgrussell@talktalk.net 
       Doris Crichton   477-0067  angusanddoris@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

BOYS BRIGADE (CAPTAIN)    Kevin Aitchison  334-7731  kevin.aitchison@moredun.ac.uk 
 
 
GIRL GUIDES      Joanne Newby   467-5900  jonewby1000@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
RAINBOWS       Debbie Scott   622-0487  debs73rainbows@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
BROWNIE GUIDES (Unit Leader)   Fiona Blair   538-0371       Fiona_Sneddon@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
FRIENDLY HOUR     Margaret Borthwick  334-9217 
 
 
FRESHSTART LEADER    Jane Walker   539 1080  janes.walker@virginmedia.com  
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