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Diary Dates 
 

7th—11th May  Church Office closed 

9th May (Wed)  Fabric Committee meets in the Session Room 

12th May (Sat)  Corstorphine Primary School Car Boot Sale (see page 11) 

13th May (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

13th May (Sun)  Christian Aid Week commences  (please page 3) 

16th May (Wed)  Finance Committee meets at 7. 30pm in the Committee Room 

20th May (Sun)  Service at 10.30am with the Rev Bill Brown 

    (General Assembly commences) 

    Heart & Soul in Princes Street Gardens 

27th May (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

    Corstorphine Festival Week commences 

2nd June (Sat)  Corstorphine Fair in St Margaret’s Park 

    (Church open to visitors 10am—4pm) 

3rd June (Sun)  Sacrament of Holy Communion with services at 8.30am and 10.30am 

4th—8th June  Church Office closed 

6th June (Wed)  Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm in the Session Room 

7th June (Thurs) Office Hour at 7pm (no appointment necessary) 

10th June (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

17th June (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

 

Corstorphine Old Parish Church, Kirk Loan, Edinburgh EH12 8HD 

Scottish Charity number: SC016009 

Wee Service at 9.40am  -  Short service for families with young children.  Every Sunday, fol-

lowed by coffee and croissants. 

Sunday Worship at 10.30am  -  On the first Sunday of every month there is a short service of 

Communion at 11.30am except March, June, Oct. and Dec. when there are services of Holy Commun-

ion at 8.30am and 10.30am 

Church Office  -  2A Corstorphine High Street EH12 7ST.  Office Open  : Monday-Friday  -  8.30am

-1pm      Contact details :  334 7864    corold@aol.com 

The Thursday Office Hour  -  In the Church Office, High Street Hall, on the first Thursday of 

every month 7.00-8.00pm (except July and August).  No appointment necessary.   

Church Hall  -  High Street Hall, 2A Corstorphine High Street EH12 7ST  

 

Church Open to Visitors  -  Saturday 2nd June 
 

Volunteers are still needed for the Church Opening on Saturday 2nd June  (10am—4pm) when the 
Church will be open to the public on the same day as this year’s Corstorphine Fair.  Even if you can 

only manage an hour or two, please get in touch with Donald Baird on : 334 7591 or email:  don-

ald.r.baird@blueyonder.co.uk 
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Letter from our Minister 

 

 

Dear Friends 

 

Later this month the church will meet in General Assembly in the Assembly Hall on the Mound. 

The new Moderator, Susan Brown, is minister of Dornoch Cathedral, and as a keen walker she 

has chosen ‘walking with’ as her theme for the year. Susan is Vice Convenor of the church’s 
World Mission Council, so I think it is safe to say that one of her thoughts will be ‘walking with’ 

people from around the world, particularly from some of the poorest areas of the world. She is 

a parish minister and no doubt will touch on ‘walking with’ people at all stages of their lives, lis-

tening to questions and doubts, offering support and companionship in times of need and diffi-

culty and joining in with celebrations and times of thanksgiving. Although I don ’t know Susan 

well, her sense of fun and humour go before her, so I imagine that there will be tales of ‘walking 

with’ from her early life, her journey to ministry and family life too. 

 

Walking is one of the best forms of exercise for all parts of the body – it is less stressful on 

joints than running, can be done by many people of all ages, brings us fresh air and relaxation, 

both of which help with physical and mental wellbeing, and if we walk in the company of others, 

friends or strangers, conversations can be shared, ideas exchanged and relationships nurtured. 
Walking has begun to be used in reconciliation talks – rather than those at loggerheads facing 

each other over a table, one side against the other, walking allows people to be side by side in a 

less confrontational way, and psychologically the act of moving forward physically allows pro-

gress to be seen and an end point possible. 

 

On the day of the resurrection two men, Cleopas and a companion, were walking on the road to 

Emmaus, talking about the events of the day and the story they had heard of the empty tomb. A 

stranger appeared beside them as they walked, and the three men talked together, Cleopas and 

the other disciple sharing some of their questions and thoughts, and their faith. And as the day 

grew late they invited the stranger to stay with them and eat, exhibiting, almost without realis-

ing it, the signs of discipleship – welcoming, companionship, witness and eating together. When 

the stranger broke the bread he was given and shared it between the three of them, they real-

ised that they too were in the presence of the risen Christ.  
 

The walk to Emmaus is one we participate in every day as we greet neighbours and strangers 

alike, offering fellowship and witness, and as we find ourselves in the company of friends, we 

find ourselves in the company of the risen Christ too. 
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Guild News 
 

Diary Dates 
 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 8th May 

Outing to People’s Palace, Glasgow and 

onto Mackinnon Mills, Coatbridge for meal 

Cost of Outing £15. The bus will leave from the 
High St Hall at 11.30am returning at  

approximately 6pm.   

 

Brenda Russell, Joint Convener 

Tel :  629 1456 
 

 

Resources for the Kirk 
 

The Mission and Discipleship Council of the 

Church of Scotland has a wide variety of in-

formation and leaflets available on different 

subjects including: 

 

Eldership 

Exploring Faith 

Understanding our Faith 

Tomorrow’s Calling 

How will our children have faith? 

Children and Young People 
Learning Disabilities : A discussion starter 

Conversations in Worship 

And quite a few others 

 

You can also find out various events that are 

taking place this year, for example : 

 

Year of Young People Roadshows  

Elders Conference 

National Youth Assembly 

Learning Disabilities Conference 

Community of Faith Conference 
Faith Formation in a Secular Age 

  

For more information on any of the above 

please visit the Church of Scotland website 

at www.churchofscotland.org.uk or telephone 

0131 225 5722 or see the poster on the no-

tice board in the church hall. 

 

Heart & Soul  
 

Princes Street Gardens 

Sunday afternoon, 20th May 
 

‘Heart and Soul' is a regular event to cel-

ebrate the life and work of the church 

alongside the annual gathering of the 

Church of Scotland's General Assembly.  

For more information please email:  

 

info@heartandsoul.org.uk. 

 

Friends of Corstorphine Hill 
 

Events 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Saturday 26th May 

Birdwatching Walk around the Hill 

As usual we hope to see and hear summer  

migrants, as well as the residents.   

Meet at Rest and be Thankful at 9am. 

 

Sunday 17th June 

Wildflower Walk around the Hill 

Dr Brian Moffat will lead a walk over the Hill to 
find and identify the great variety of summer 

wildflowers growing there. 

Meet at the Walled Garden at 2pm 

 

Remember the award winning Walled Garden is 

maintained and opened by volunteers every day 

of the year, and is at its best in summer 

 

Corstorphine Hill Tower is now open to visitors 

each Sunday until the end of September  

from 2—4pm. 
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Christian Aid 
 

As mentioned in last month’s magazine, there is a Christian Aid donation envelope in this 

edition of the church magazine.  Please put your donation in the envelope and complete the 

gift aid slip as this means the charity will get an additional 25%.  Please put your envelope in the col-

lection plate on a Sunday morning (last opportunity being Sunday June 3rd 2018) or give it to your 

elder when he/she visits with your communion card for the June communion. 
 

This year there is also the opportunity to give by sponsoring a street in the parish. The map and list 

of street names within the parish are displayed in the Baptistry.  Please choose a street you fancy, 

put your name next to it and place your donation in the box.  If someone has beaten you to it then 

choose another street.  Thank you for your support for this important cause. 

 

Linda Ingle, Christian Aid Co-ordinator 

 

Guild Film Night (in aid of Guild Projects) 
What we did on our Holiday  -  held on 3rd April in the Hall 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who came along to the Guild Film night in aid of the Guild Projects. Thanks also to 

David, Dougie and Angus and to the Leadership team, who helped set up and to all who helped with 

donations of home baking. 

 

The sum raised was £450.39 including donations. Well done 

to all! 
 

The Leadership Team hope you enjoy the Summer break 

and we look forward to welcoming you back on the 25th 

September at our Opening Social at 2.30pm. Please think 

about bringing along a friend, they will be assured of a 

warm welcome. 

 

 

Brenda Russell : Joint Convener 
Tel : 629 1456 
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Fresh Start News 
 

Fresh Start 8 mile Walk 
Friday 1st June 2018 

 

Individuals and groups of church members, 

friends and colleagues are invited to take part 

to raise money for Fresh Start’s services.   

The 8 mile scenic route starts at Holyrood 
Park at 9.30am before walking round Arthur’s 

Seat, along the Innocent Railway to Craigmillar 

to finish at the Thistle Foundation. 

 

All walkers are invited to attend the Barbecue 

at the end of the walk.  

 

 If you would like to take part, or find out 

more information, please email:  sponsored-

walk@freshstartweb.org.uk. 

 

Starter Packs 
 

Imagine being homeless and losing all of 
your possessions. 

 

Then you are offered the tenancy of a flat, a 

glimmer of hope, an opportunity to start again, 

but you have nothing  -  no pots and pans, no 

cutlery, no bedding — no towels, the list seems 

endless. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through the Starter Pack Service, Fresh 

Start helps over 1,500 households set up home 

every year.   

 

Fresh Start constantly need items to make up 
the packs.  Our Fresh Start box is kept at the 

back of the church hall, or contact: 

 

 Jane Walker, on 539 1080. 

 

90th Birthday Wishes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Many congratulations to  

 
Isobel Stewart who 
 turned 90 in March  

and 

 Susan MacFeeters whose  
90th birthday was in April 

 

Love and Best Wishes from all 

 the congregation 

 

 

Coin-a-Day Box Landmark 
 

 

 

 

 

The coin-a-day box scheme started in June 

2009 to help raise money for the last major 

phase of renovation work on the Church 
building. 

 

We have kept the scheme going to continue 

raising funds for any ongoing restoration 

work and we can report the £10,000 mark 

has been reached. 

 

To date £10,029.86 has been raised and 

thanks go to all those members and non-

members who support this scheme. 

 

Liz Allan 



Church Flowers for May 
    (The name of the team member arranging the flowers is in brackets) 

 

6th May  Tam and Linda 

   ( Sheena Crisfield ) 

 

13th May Doreen Hood in memory of her niece, Pauline 

   ( Mary Cooke ) 

 
20th May With fondest memories of Berta Harris from Lee, Gillian and Sandra 

   ( Sallie Bryson ) 

 

27th May In loving memory of Bessie Maxwell from Jennifer Wakeford 

   ( Margaret Price ) 

  

Thank you, as always,  to everyone who made a donation for flowers in April.  If you wish to donate 

flowers in memory of someone, or just for yourself, please contact me. 
 

Sallie Bryson 
      Tel 334 2614  

     sallie.bryson@btinternet.com 
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Duties for June 
 

Welcome and Uplift 

3rd   Team 7 P Salton  E Stewart  D Cameron  R Ingle  J Hartil 

(Count Only) 

10th Team 8 I Gordon  J Wakeford K Lawrence F Morrison  G Allan 

17th  Team 9 A Christie  C Christie  J Darling  L Ingle  S MacFeeters 

24th Team 10 K Naish  M Gordon  G Stewart  L Fitzgibbon K Henderson 

 

              Sunday Beadles 

3rd  8.30am  D Pearson  10.30am  A Thom        10th  J Gorrie       17th  R Allan       24th  A Thom 

 

Bell Ringers 

3rd  8.30am  R Ingle      10.30am   K Walker     10th  A Hay      17th  H Edwards     24th  P Carnie 

 

Office Hour 

7th  S Bryson 

 

              Sunday Coffee 

3rd  The Guild  10th  J & A Thom  17th  L Gorrie/J Walker     24th  J Wakeford/L Allan 
 

Wednesday Church Opening 

6th S Clark  13th  R Wills   20th  D Davidson  27th  M McMurdo 
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Greetings from Canberra, Australia 
  

It is so good to receive the Church Bulletin every month. We enjoy reading 

about all that is happening in the church, and looking for familiar faces in the 

photographs. We were very happy to worship with you all. 

  

After fifteen years living in Australia, we have no regrets about emigrating. We 
have seen the granddaughters grow up, with one, a junior lawyer and the young-

er, at University. 

  

We miss our Edinburgh son and his family, of course. 

  

We are members of the Uniting Church which comprises Presbyterian, Anglican, Methodist and 

Congregational traditions.  As Canberra is a new city in a new country, the building is modern, but 

with its own problems regarding heating (cooling), the roof and maintenance. The congregation is a 

mixture of all ages, with a number of young families, yet no official Sunday School or Club. Our 

minister, Tim, always has plenty of activities for the children with special craft sessions on week-

days before Christmas and Easter. 

  
We had joined the Lutheran Church for a while, and still attend there regularly. It has become 

very multi-cultural with an Indian pastor and another pastor for the University housing nearby. 

Worship there is very lively, noisy and varied as a result. 

  

On Good Friday, there was a Stations of the Cross walk in a local village just outside Canberra. 

Over 100 people attended, all ages, all  denominations with preachers from several churches lead-

ing and speaking. It was a very moving experience to parade behind the cross. 

  

Personally we feel priviliged to be Australian/Scots. David keeps busy taking Zoo Tours, while Ca-

milla does a great deal of Radio Work. We are blessed with good health. 

  

Wishing you all that is good. 

  

Camilla and David Shaw  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday 2nd June 

 

St Margaret’s Park, Corstorphine 
 

The Old Parish Church will also be open to Visitors (10am-4pm) 
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Book Sale 
 

with Art and Collectables 

for Christian Aid 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

At St Andrew’s and St George’s 
 West Church, 13 George Street 

 

Saturday 12th May 

10am—4pm 

 

Monday 14th May—Friday 18th May 

10am—3.30pm 
 

Thursday 17th May 

Late opening til 7pm! 

 

Books of every kind 

Paintings 

Antiques 

Sheet Music 

Stamps and Postcards 

Records 

Toys 

Baking 

 

Undercroft Café open all day 

 

Corstorphine Connect Sight Loss Group 
 

The meetings take place on the third Saturday of every month in the Corstorphine Heritage Centre, 

St Margaret’s Park. The next meeting is on Saturday 19th May at 2pm.  Free parking at rear of 

building.  Everybody welcome including friends, family members, carers or dogs. 

 

Please contact Hazel Kelly on 07899 875713 
or email hi-Kelly@virgin.net for more information 

The Yard is a children’s charity which provides 

adventure play services for disabled children 

and young people in Edinburgh. 

 

In 2017 over 1,000 families were supported 

through a variety of different drop in play ser-

vices, school sessions and youth clubs in the 

evening.  

 

If you are interesting in Baking for the Yard or 

would like to find out more information please 

visit :   www.theyardscotland.org.uk 
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Corstorphine Festival 

Sunday 27th May  -  Saturday 2nd June 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Following two very successful Corstorphine Festivals this year’s event is going to be even bigger and 
better. The week will begin on Sunday 27th May  with a Family Event on the green in front of Cor-

storphine Old Parish Church. There will be a Treasure Hunt, BBQ, dance workshops, Mr Bubbles and 

a family ceilidh starting at 1.00pm.  All events are free (except BBQ).  Corstorphine Tower and the 

Walled garden will also be open that afternoon from 2.00pm – 4.00pm. 

 

On Monday 28th, there will be a talk in Corstorphine Hub, by Dr Forbes Howie about Edinburgh 

Zoo’s panda breeding programme. On Tuesday 29th there will be a Magic Show in Corstorphine Old 

Parish Church Hall. Wednesday 30th is going to be a very busy evening with a musical event in St 

Thomas’s Church featuring local school choirs and bands. In Corstorphine Hub there will be a book 

and film event with local authors and film makers. Corstorphine Trust will be opening The Dower 

House  to the public and will be doing a  Heritage Guided Walk around Corstorphine.   On Thursday 

31st, in Corstorphine Inn, there will be another Community Quiz.  Friday 1st June, in the afternoon 

there will be a drama  workshop  for under 8 year olds with Licketysplit in Corstorphine Hub.   In 
the evening Corstorphine Art Group would like to welcome anyone to their class to learn some tech-

niques with charcoal.  

 

Throughout the week there will be ‘Come & Try’ events – gentle exercise classes, line dancing, Men’s 

Shed, craft, knitting and crocheting, walking and cycling for older people.  Energise Health Club at 

Edinburgh Park will be running an aquafit and gym class for older people and an open afternoon. 

Transport can be provided from Corstorphine Hub.  

 

Corstorphine will again be decorated with knitting which made everyone smile last year.  To get the 

week off with a fizz why not come along and join the organising committee for cocktails in Winston ’s 

Pub in Kirk Loan on Friday 25th May?  Most events are FREE (except where refreshments are being 

offered). 
 

For more details please contact Caroline Anderson on 07929839702 or by e-mail  

corstorphinefestival@gmail.com. Full programmes will be out soon. Look out for the posters 

which will soon be all over Corstorphine.  
 

 

Listening and Mentoring Skills Course 
 

Edinburgh University Campus Ministry (EUCAM) is working with psychologist Ben Williams to 

train up listeners and mentors to enhance the Church’s pastoral care to the community and will 

be holding a Listening and Mentoring Skills Course beginning on 15th May.  There is no charge 

for the course and if would like more information or wish to book a place, please contact : 

Rev Dr Liam Fraser at lfraser@churchofscotland.org.uk. 

mailto:corstorphinefestival@gmail.com
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  Poland honours our own David Cameron  
 

On 12th April 2016, Polish and Scottish Government representatives celebrated the 

completion of the restoration of the Great Polish Map of Scotland at a reception at 

Barony Castle Hotel, Eddlestone, home of the Great Map.  During this reception the 

Mapa Scotland project team were presented with Polish Pro Patria Medals by Jan 

Josef Kasprzyk, the Polish Minister for War Veterans and Victims of Oppression.  The 

medal is awarded to mark special merit in strengthening and treasuring the memory of 

the Polish people’s fight for the independence of the Polish Republic during and follow-

ing World War II.  David was one of the seven to be honoured and presented with the 
Polish Pro Patria medals at this reception. 

 

The background story  -  During the Second World War when Poland was invaded by both the 

German and Russia armies many Polish people temporarily resettled in Britain.  The Polish Army 

evacuated to Britain and many Polish soldiers came to Scotland where they were housed in camps 

around Crawford, Douglas and Biggar, later also Peebles, before establishing more permanent bases 

north of the Forth in Fife, Angus and Perthshire.  Regrouped as the 1st Polish Corps under their 

Commander-in-Chief General Władysław Sikorski, the Poles were entrusted in October 1940 with 

the defence of a long stretch of the east coast of Scotland against a possible German invasion.  

The Barony Castle hotel became the main Polish Army Staff College in 1942. 

 

Sergeant Jan Tomasik of Krakow, Poland married Catherine Kimlin of Edinburgh, in Galashiels in 

September 1942.  Following the war he decided, like many of his fellow soldiers, not to return and 
live in a Communist Poland controlled by the Soviet Union.  He resettled permanently becoming a 

hotelier in Edinburgh. 

 

In 1968 Jan Tomasik bought the Barony Castle Hotel, Eddlestone.  In short he decided to con-

struct, in recognition of Scottish hospitality to Polish soldiers during the war, a large 3D model 

map of Scotland in the hotel grounds.   

 

The Map was constructed in the summers between 1974 – 79.  In the early 1960’s, Tomasik and the 

esteemed retired tank commander General Stanisław Maczek became neighbours and good friends 

in Edinburgh.  In the 1970’s, as private guests of Tomasik, the retired general and his family en-

joyed summer holidays at the Hotel Black Barony when ‘The Great Polish Map of Scotland’ was be-

ing constructed by a team of Poles led by Dr. Kazimierz Trafas.  Maczek’s tank commander’s inter-
est in topography and contours, as demonstrated at the Falaise Gap, has led to speculation that he 

may have had some input into the construction of the map, his presence in the background leading 

to his name becoming popularly associated with it.  Fire damaged the hotel in 1981 and it closed and 

re-opened under new ownership.  By the 1990’s the map had been left to decay and it was not really 

rediscovered until the later 1990’s.   

 

 

The current campaign to restore ‘The Great Polish Map of 

Scotland’ and promote greater recognition of the role of Polish 

Forces in Scotland during the Second World War began in 

2008 with an exhibition in Penicuik Town Hall.  The voluntary 

restoration group Mapa Scotland was formally constituted in 

May 2010.  In the same month, the map was featured on elec-
tion night with onsite interviews by Lisa Summers for BBC 

Scotland’s national evening news bulletin. 
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In September 2012 the Mapa Scotland group secured Heritage Lottery 

funding for the map’s restoration, as well as listing by Historic Scotland in 

recognition of the map’s contribution to the nation’s built heritage.   

 

The project team received major sponsorship from many other contribu-

tors, but much of the hard grafting hands on work was completed by the 

project team.  By the end of 2017 the map was restored to how we can see 

it today.  A quote from David was “I personally weeded from Fort William to Inverness !”.   

 

The revived map sits in an oval pool about 160ft (50m) wide and 5ft (1.5m) deep with water recre-

ating rivers, lochs and seas and is well worth a visit. 

 
Well done David for all your hard work on the Mapa Scotland Project, and congratulations on your 

well deserved Polish Pro Patria Medal in recognition of this work. 

 

Kevin Aitchison 

 

For more information please visit :  www.mapascotland.org 

 

Corstorphine Primary School PTA Car Boot Sale 

 
 

 
Bring your Loot to the Car Boot Sale 

 on Saturday 12th May 
 

In the School Playground 
Café with home-baking 

General Public Entrance  :  2-4pm 

Car Entrance  : 1-3pm 
 

Entry :  £6 per car,  £1 per adult,  50p per child 

 

Work Place Chaplain 
 

We were sad to hear that our Work Place Chaplain, Kristina is leaving us as her husband Matthew 

has secured a post with the World Council of Churches in Geneva.  We wish Kristina, Matthew and 

Hannah best wishes in their new life and would like to thank Kristina for the time she has spent 

with us. 
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1958 was the year …….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1958 was the year that Ken and Rena met.  Both were on holiday at Butlins Holiday Camp in Ayr.  

Rena was with her life long friend Corinne when the boys, Ken and Ali eyed them from afar.  

Four years later, Ali was to be Ken’s best man.   

 

Friends and family celebrated the ‘year’ by having a lovely lunch, 1950s/60s music and a photo 

slide show. 

 

The venue was the church session room.  A big thank you to all who helped make this possible. 


