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Diary Dates 
 

5th Dec (Wed)  Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm in the Session Room 

9th Dec (Sun)  Christmas Gift Service at 10.30am 

13th Dec (Thurs) Carols by Candlelight with songs and stories at 7.00pm in the Church   

    (please note earlier than usual time) 

15th Dec (Sat)  Scotmid Memorial Service in the Church at 2.00pm 

    (followed by refreshments in the Hall) 

16th Dec (Sun)  Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols at 10.30am 

18th Dec (Tues)  Carol Singing round the Parish at 6.30pm  

21st Dec (Friday) Church Office closes at 12noon for the Christmas break 

23rd Dec (Sun)  Children’s Nativity Service at 10.30am (no 9.40am service today) 

24th Dec (Mon)  Christmas Eve 

    Family Service at 6.00pm 

    Carols in the Church at 11.00pm 

    Watchnight Service at 11.30pm 

25th Dec (Tues)  Christmas Day  :  Family Worship at 10.30am 

30th Dec (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

3rd Jan (Thurs)  Church Office re-opens 

6th Jan (Sun)  Service at 10.30am led by the Rev Anne Logan, followed by a short service of  

    Holy Communion 

13th Jan (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

20th Jan (Sun)  Service at 10.30am including the Sacrament of Baptism 

21st Jan (Mon)  Last date for February church magazine material 

27th Jan (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

1st and 4th Feb  Church Office closed 

3rd Feb (Sun)  Service at 10.30am followed by a short service of Holy Communion 

6th Feb (Wed)  Kirk Session meets in the Session Room at 7.30pm 

 

 NB :  No Wednesday lunchtime service on 26th December or 2nd January 

 

Corstorphine Old Parish Church, Kirk Loan, Edinburgh EH12 7HD 

Scottish Charity number: SC016009 

Wee Service at 9.40am  -  Short service for families with young children.  Every Sunday, fol-

lowed by coffee and croissants. 

Sunday Worship at 10.30am  -  On the first Sunday of every month there is a short service of 

Communion at 11.30am except March, June, Oct. and Dec. when there are services of Holy Commun-

ion at 8.30am and 10.30am 

Church Office  -  2A Corstorphine High Street EH12 7ST.  Office Open  : Monday-Friday  -  8.30am

-1pm      Contact details :  334 7864    corold@aol.com 

The Thursday Office Hour  -  In the Church Office, High Street Hall, on the first Thursday of 

every month 7.00-8.00pm (except July and August).  No appointment necessary.   
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Letter from our Minister 

 

Dear Friends, 

When I was growing up, on Christmas Eve, having left out a carrot for the reindeer and a mince 
pie for Santa, we would go to bed and have read to us the famous story ‘The Night Before 
Christmas’. The book we had was given to my sister when she was a baby, by our Aunt Jean who 
lived in Canada and who we therefore very rarely saw. Aunt Jean had sent the book home in the 

hope that she would be included in the family Christmas tradition even if she was thousands of 
miles away. The idea was always that as we heard the closing words ‘Happy Christmas to all, and 
to all a goodnight’ we might close our eyes and sleep until morning, but of course as excited chil-
dren that rarely happened, and I remember one year my dad falling asleep before he got to the 
end, and my sister and I tiptoeing back downstairs, trying not to wake him.  The same book was 

passed on to us when our children were born, although, having been sellotaped together numer-
ous times, we eventually bought a new copy to read on Christmas Eve, with the old copy sitting 
safely on a bookshelf. 

At this time of year many family traditions will be being played out, passed on from one genera-

tion to another, or being invented as circumstances dictate. Children will come together excited-
ly to sing carols, visits to the Winter Wonderland on Princes Street, parents will cry at Nativity 
performances and Noddy Holder will blast out ‘It’s Christmas!’ from the middle of November on-
wards! We can shake our heads at the money spent on Christmas adverts and presents, at the 
excesses of office parties, at the confusion between the visitors to the manger and Santa Claus 

coming down the chimney, but let’s not allow that to make us humbugs.  

In the midst of the noise, people find company, in the dark days of winter, people celebrate 
light, and even though ‘The Night Before Christmas’ is read (I suspect) more than Luke’s gospel 

and the story of the angels bringing words of peace and challenge and joy, where those words of 
peace are shared, and light celebrated, then hope is found.  

The Poet Laureate, CarolAnn Duffy recently wrote ‘Another Night Before Christmas’ and this 

too has become one of our own family Christmas traditions, even if I am the only one reading it 
as everyone else does their own thing.  There is a phrase that jumps out at me every year: ‘those 
who were faithless and those who believe’. All are celebrating Christ-
mas in one form or another – some the birth of the Christ child and 
the call to the lowest to worship him. Others celebrate joy at a dark 

time of the year, while others simply enjoy a few days off work. 
Wherever there is joy, or peace, or light, then there is the Christ 
child in our midst, God with us, to be welcomed and celebrated and 
shared, by both the faithless and those who believe.  
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The Guild 
 

Diary Dates 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 4th December at 2.00pm 

Christmas Afternoon 
 

Wednesday 5th December at 2.00pm 
Edinburgh Guild Council 

Queensferry Parish Church 

Visit from Moderator 
 Rt Rev Susan Brown 

 
Tuesday 11th December 

Christmas Lunch at the Murrayfield Hotel 

 
Tuesday 8th January at 2.00pm 

Free to Live Trust  -  Seema’s Project 
Guild Project  -  Speaker TBC 

 

Tuesday 22nd January at 2.30pm 
Burns Lunch in the High St Hall 

 
Tuesday 5th February at 2.00pm 

Talk on the Theme  ‘Seeking the Way’  

Rev Moira McDonald  -  Fund Table 
 

Thank you to all who attended our Guild Week 
Service and to those who donated home baking 
and helped in the kitchen, . The sum of £90.70 

towards Guild projects was raised and £40.00 
donations towards our Coffee Morning. A big 
thank you to everyone. 
 
We also greatly appreciate your continued sup-

port for our Christmas Coffee Morning. The 
total raised will be intimated from the pulpit. 
 
The Leadership team wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy and Healthy 2019. We 

look forward to welcoming everyone back at our 
first meeting on Tuesday 8th January at 2pm. 
The speaker will be from Free to Live Trust -
’Seema's Project’.  

 

Brenda Russell Joint Convener,  
Tel: 629 1456 

 

Ecumenical Evening Service of 
Prayer and Worship 

For the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity 

 
Edinburgh Churches Together ( ECT ) will be 
holding a service at the Church of Scotland, 
Palmerston Place in Edinburgh on Monday 
evening, January 21st at 7.30pm. 
  

Each year the Faith and Order Commission 
of the World Council of Churches and the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian 
Unity in Rome, who have ultimate responsibil-
ity for the Church Unity Octave, invite a na-

tional church to choose a theme and prepare 
worship materials for the week. For 2019, 
the Christian Church in Indonesia  has cho-
sen the theme of “ Justice , and only justice, 
you shall pursue “  ( Deuteronomy 16 : 18-20). 

  
The service will be led by Mgr. Philip Kerr, 
Parish Priest of St. Patricks  and Convener 
of ECT and Rev. Marjory McPherson, Presby-
tery Clerk, Edinburgh Presbytery, Church of 

Scotland and Vice Convener of ECT. 
  
The guest preacher on January 21st will be 
Rev. Colin Sinclair, Moderator Elect of the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 

There will be a reception following the ser-
vice to which everyone is invited. Everyone is 
warmly invited to attend. 

 

Facebook 
 

Remember you can follow the Old Parish on 
Facebook at : 

 

https://en-gb.facebook.com/
CorstorphineOld/ 



 

Peter Bruce 
 
Peter Bruce, who died on 27th September was a kind and gentle man. He and Mae and their five 
children moved in to Ladywell Gardens before their house was even built, living in a caravan, and 
very quickly made friends in their neighbours and throughout the community, being involved in 
the Old Parish, the Bowling Club, the library and local schools, as well as the Dementia club and 
other support groups later in life.   

 
Peter was a lawyer and civil servant, rising to the top of the Tax department, but his natural 
modesty and plethora of other interests meant that he rarely spoke about his work – although he 
did mention once or twice that he had worked with Tony Blair’s dad, Leo. Family and faith were 
Peter’s main interests in life, along with sport, and helping others who had faced some of the 

same challenges the Bruces had faced as a family. Peter was an elder and Sunday School Super-
intendent, he would take students under his wing, and the stories he told, often involving his own 
silliness, would be told with great humour and fun. Peter’s easy manner often belied his depth of 
character, his friendliness masked his seriousness, and everyone will have stories to tell of a 
kind word, a supportive act, a caring thought they received from him.  

 
We give thanks for Peter’s years of service as an elder, but celebrate with his family and friends  
his love and care. 
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The Queen’s Commonwealth Canopy Project  
 

 
The Queen’s Commonwealth Canopy (QCC) is creating 

a network of forest conservation initiatives across all 
53 Commonwealth countries and as part of this pro-
ject,  
 
Christine Jardine (MP for Edinburgh West) has been 

given 5 trees for the Edinburgh area which will form 
part of the “canopy” right across the UK and Common-
wealth. 
 
The Old Parish was invited to plant a silver birch in 

the area close to the War Memorial and the small cer-
emony took place on Wednesday 7th November. 
 
For more information about the project please visit:   
 

https://www.royal.uk/find-out-how-you-can-
get-involved-queens-commonwealth-canopy 
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Want to serve God? 

 It’s your call 
 

Vocations Conference 
 
The next Church of Scotland’s ‘Vocations 
Information Day’ will be held on Saturday 
9th February 2019 at St John’s Episcopal 
Church, Princes Street.   

 
Booking is essential so if you are  

interested, please email: 
 

vocation@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 or phone 0131 225 5722 ext 2233. 

 

Women’s Aid 
 

Once again, this year, we shall be taking our 

gifts from the Christmas Gift Service to 
the women and children at Edinburgh Wom-
en’s Aid in Cheyne Street. 
 
Please bring your gifts along to the service 

on Sunday 9th December including toys, toi-
letries, vouchers for shopping and treats etc 
and Moira will take them along to Cheyne 
Street at the close of the service. 

 

 

Beatitudes for the Elderly 
 

Blessed are they who understand 

My faltering steps and shaking hand. 
 

Blessed who know my ears today 
Must strain to catch the things I say 

 

Blessed are they with a cheery smile 
Who stop to chat for a little while 

 
Blessed are they who never say 

‘You’ve told that story twice today’ 

 
Blessed are they who make it known 

That I’m loved, respected and not alone. 
 
Barbara Bueler Wegner 1987 

 

Treasurer Needed 
 

The Corstorphine Village Playgroup are 

seeking a Treasurer to assist them.  If you 
could spare a few hours a week and would 
like more information please contact Sally 
at :   corstorphinevp@gmail.com 

mailto:vocation@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:corstorphinevp@gmail.com
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Children from Gylemuir Nursery makes new friends 
 
Gylemuir School nursery invited some of the 'older' 
members of the community to visit them at Harvest 

and at Hallowe'en to share in digging up carrots and 
making soup, and in carving pumpkins and enjoying 
some spooky crafts, and several of our members en-
joyed visiting, making new friends and taking part in 
the activities. The idea behind the invitation was to 

bring different genera-
tions together and to en-

courage the 3 and 4 year olds at the nursery to meet some older 
friends. Rena, Liz, Elma, Lilian and Fiona all joined in enthusiastically, 
receiving invitations to climb on the climbing frame (though Elma resist-

ed going down the slide), read stories and play with leaves, and the staff 
at Gylemuir were delighted to see the two communities working togeth-
er. 
 
The next dates for visiting the Nursery are: Thursday 20th December 

Christmas family singing 10-11am and Tuesday 22nd January 10-11am  
 
If you are interested, or would like more information please speak to 
Moira. 
 

Sunday Tea and Coffee 
 

We began the Sunday Tea and Coffee on Sunday 4th January 2004 – yes that 
long ago. It would be  impossible to calculate how many cups of tea or coffee 
have been drunk since then or how many biscuits have been eaten! 

 
However, we can be sure that the time spent in the High Street Hall after Sunday services has 
been a source of folk getting to know each other a bit better, a time to welcome visitors, a time for 
laughter and, occasionally, a time to shed some tears. 
 

We have become familiar with the Notice in the Order of Service, of Moira’s invitation from the 
pulpit and the sound of cups and saucers on the first Sunday of the month. Perhaps that familiarity 
is why numbers have been dropping recently. Perhaps you are someone who used to come in for a cup 
and a blether and now can’t be bothered? Perhaps you are new to our congregation and are not quite 
sure what to expect or perhaps you have never been one to take part. 

 
Whatever the reason, how about starting the New Year by coming into the Hall after a Sunday Ser-
vice and joining us for a cuppa. You don’t have to stay for long but, if you prefer, just have a quick 
cup and then home. Just think, the person you chat to there may be the last person you talk to that 
Sunday. 

 
So why not ‘give it a try’ and join us after the Service next week – see you then!! 
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Upside Down Service 
 

Our second Upside Down Service in the Hall took place on Sunday 28th November  at 10.00am.  
This was another chance for members of the congregation to mix and join in with the parents and 
children of the 9.40am ‘wee service’. 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Hall was full and there were stories, songs and crafts, followed by refreshments.  This is en-

joyable experience for all involved and will be taking place a few times a year from now on.  Thank 
you to everyone who helped out. 

 

Painting the Church 

There was a Scottish painter named Smokey MacGregor who was very interested in making a penny 
where he could, so he often thinned down his paint to make it go further. He got away with this for 
some time, but eventually the local church decided to do a big restoration job on the outside walls.  
 
Smokey put in a bid and, because his price was so low, he got the job. So he set about erecting the 

scaffolding and planks, buying the paint, and yes, I am sorry to say, thinning it down with turpen-
tine. 
 
Well Smokey was on the scaffolding, painting away, the job nearly completed, when there was a 
horrendous clap of thunder, the sky opened and rain poured down, washing the thinned paint from 

all over the church  -  and knocking Smokey clear off the scaffold to land on the lawn among the 
gravestones, surrounded by puddles of the thinned and useless paint. 
 
Smokey was no fool.  He knew this was a judgement from the Almighty, so he got down on his knees 
and cried: 
 

‘Oh God, Oh God, forgive me, what should I do?’ 
 

And from the thunder a mighty voice spoke: 
 

‘Repaint! Repaint! And thin no more!’ 
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Advent Study Group 
 
Our Advent Study Groups will take place this 

year at St Anne’s Church on Tuesday evenings 
at 7.00pm. 
 
We will be following the book ‘A Strange 
Christmas’ by Krish Kandiah  (isbn:978-1-

78259-892-3) which costs £5.99 and is avail-
able from Cornerstone or Amazon. 
 
It is divided into four sections over four 
Tuesdays as follows: 

 
Tuesday 27th Nov : Strange Wait 

Tuesday 4th Dec : Strange Worship 
Tuesday 11th Dec : Strange Welcome 
Tuesday 18th Dec : Strange Wisdom 

 
Please come along and join us at St Anne’s and 
if you would like any further information 
about the Study Groups please speak to Moira 
after any Sunday service or email her on: 

moira-mc@live.co.uk 

 

FreshStart  

Cookers for Christmas Appeal 
 

Think for a moment – you have no cooker and you cannot cook yourself or your family a hot 

meal.   Without a cooker, the cost of living is higher and eating ‘fast food’ is unhealthy.  Fresh 
Start can provide a brand new cooker to our clients so they can cook a meal in their new 
home.  Our Cookers for Christmas Appeal is an annual appeal we make in the months leading up 
to Christmas when we ask for donations of money to help fund this Service.  We then use 
these funds to purchase, deliver and install a cooker on our client's behalf, allowing them to 

enjoy meals in their new home.  
 

You can donate online through Just Giving by visiting : www.freshstartweb.org.uk/donate  
 
 



Church Flowers for December and January 
    (The name of the team member arranging the flowers is in brackets) 

 
2nd December  The Cormack family 
     (Sallie Bryson) 
 
9th December  In loving memory of Susan Davidson from Margaret, Douglas and family 
     (Margaret Price) 
 
16th December Scotmid Service 
     (Margaret Price for Linda Gorrie) 
 
23rd December In memory of our family from Marlene and Dougie Pearson 
     (Sallie Bryson) 
 
30th December Sallie Bryson 
     (Sallie Bryson) 
 
6th January  ———————————— 
     (Linda Gorrie)   
 
13th January  Mr and Mrs Robertson in memory of James Robertson and his eldest  
    son,  Donald and in loving memory of our dearest mother, Ruby Oliver 
     (Sheena Crisfield)   
 
20th January  Lorna Sisson 
     (Mary Cooke/Margaret Price 
 
27th January  ———————————— 
     (Mary Cooke/Margaret Price) 

 
Thank you to everyone who made a donation for flowers in November.  If you wish to do-
nate flowers in memory of someone, or just for yourself, please contact me. 
 

Sallie Bryson  Tel 334 2614, email:  sallie.bryson@btinternet.com 
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With the bell now ringing out 
once more to call us on a Sunday 
morning, the Tower is slowly 
emerging from its cocoon of 

scaffolding. 
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Duties for January 
 

Welcome and Uplift 
6th  Team 8 I Gordon  J Wakeford S McCaig  F Morrison  G Allan 
13th  Team 9 A Christie  C Christie  J Darling L Ingle S MacFeeters  A Strathdee 

20th Team 10 K Naish  M Gordon  G Stewart  L Fitzgibbon K Henderson 
27th Team 1 L Allan  N Thomson H Brotherston K Hutchon  T Berry 
 
              Sunday Beadles 
6th D Pearson   13th R Allan   20th  J Gorrie   27th  A Thom 

 
Bell Ringers 

 

 

 

6th  P Carnie   13th  R Ingle      20th  K Walker   27th  A Hay 

 

                 Sunday Coffee 
6th  The Guild    13th  J Wakeford/L Allan     20th  M Ewart/M Watt     27th  K Hutchon/L Allan 
 

Thursday Beadle 
7th   D Drummond 

 
N.B.  No Wednesday Church Opening during January 

Duties for February 
 

Welcome and Uplift 
3rd Team 2 S Bryson M McDonald P Baber M Ewart B Petherick-Kerr L Gorrie 
10th Team 3 B Black B Russell  C Calder M Pearson  Jannette Cassie 

17th Team 4 M Stewart    M Watt  J Mitchell K Paterson  M Andrews 
24th Team 5 C McKay    P Carnie  J Walker            M Hills 
 
              Sunday Beadles 
3rd D Pearson   10th  R Allan   17th  J Gorrie   24th  A Thom 

 
Bell Ringers 

3rd  H Edwards   10th  P Carnie   17th  R Ingle   24th  A Hay 

 

                 Sunday Coffee 
3rd  The Guild        10th L Sisson/M Gordon  17th  S Crisfield/B Petherick-Kerr  

24th  D Crichton/L Ingle 
 

Thursday Beadle 
7th  S Bryson 

 

Wednesday Church Opening 

6th D Baird  13th M McMurdo  20th D Drummond  27th  D Cameron 
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Parish Records 

Death 

 

31st October Helen Nelson, Ferryfield House, formerly Astley Ainslie Hospital (Postal) 
19th November Iain Hutchison, Templeland Road 
 

Officebearers, Elders and Magazine Distributors are asked to note these announcements  

and to adjust their records accordingly 
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Volunteers wanted 
 

Looking ahead to the forthcoming Christmas services, we are needing some volunteers 

to help welcome visitors and uplift the offerings at the following services. You do not 
need to be a member of one of our welcome teams to help with this. 
 
Thursday 13th December 2018  – Carols by Candlelight at 7.00pm 
Tuesday 24th December 2018  – Family Service at 6.00pm 

Tuesday 24th December 2018    – Carols in the church at 11.00pm followed 
          by the  Watchnight Service   
                      
If you can help at any of these please talk to me on a Sunday morning or call me on 332 
5809. 

 
Liz Allan  
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Christmas at the Old Parish 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday 9th December 
9.40am – ‘Wee Service’ in the Church Hall for families 

 with young children 
 followed by coffee and croissants 
10.30am – Christmas Gift Service 

 

 Thursday 13th December    
7.00pm – Carols by Candlelight at the Old Parish (carols and stories) 

 

Sunday 16th December  
9.40am – ‘Wee Service’ in the Church Hall for families with young children 

followed by coffee and croissants 
10.30am – Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols  

(followed by mince pies and coffee)         
 

Sunday 23rd December 
9.40am – ‘Wee Service’ in the Church Hall for families with young children 

10.30am   Children’s Nativity Service   
(followed by mince pies and coffee)         

 

Monday 24th December – Christmas Eve 
6.00pm – Family Service 

11.00pm – Carols in Church 
11.30pm – Watchnight Service 

 

Tuesday 25th December – Christmas Day 
10.30am – Family Worship 



Church Contacts 
 
 

MINISTER      Rev. Moira McDonald  476 5893         moira-mc@live.co.uk 
 
 
ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER   Dr Archie Ewing  552 3799  archieewing@blueyonder.co.uk 
       DMus, FFCM, LTCL, LLCM  
 
 
CHURCH  SECRETARY      Christine Mill   334 7864  corold@aol.com 
 

 
SESSION CLERK     Alison Edwards  334 5093  alison.edwards@talk21.com 
 
 
ASSISTANT SESSION CLERK   Ramsay Allan      332 5809  ramsayallan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
TREASURER       Alistair Christie  334 4893 treasurercorstorphineoldparish@btinternet.com 
 

 
FABRIC CONVENER     Ramsay Allan      332 5809  ramsayallan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
MISSION COMMITTEE CONVENER   Carol Christie   334 4893  caroljchristie@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
WFO CONVENER     Graeme Stewart   339 7718  gfstewart@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

 
FINANCE CONVENER     Penny Salton   334 2652  pennysalton@mac.com 
 

 
CHRISTIAN AID CO-ORDINATOR   Linda Ingle         444 2395 
           or 07530 988240 lindaingle@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
PUBLICATIONS DISTRIBUTION ORGANISERS    Ken and Rena Ingle   334 9467  renaingle@hotmail.com 
 
 
WEDNESDAY CHURCH OPENING ORGANISER  Donald Baird    334 7591  donald.r.baird@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

 
ROLL KEEPER      Marlene Pearson  538 5592  mpearson_@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
GIFT AID CONVENER    Linda Gorrie   339 3687  lindagorrie01@gmail.com 
 
 
SUNDAY CLUB LEADER & MAGAZINE EDITOR David Drummond     334  5741  daviddrummond65@btinternet.com 
 
 
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER    Liz Allan   332 5809  ramsayallan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
PRESBYTERY ELDER     John Hartil   476 9761  johndhartil@blueyonder.co.uk  
   

 
REPRESENTATIVE TO CORSTORPHINE CHURCHES 
EXECUTIVE MEMBER     Jane Walker   539 1080  janes.walker@virginmedia.com 
 

 
WORSHIP COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE  Betty Black   538 0373 
MANAGING CO-ORDINATOR 
 

 
THE GUILD  -   Joint Conveners   Brenda Russell   629 1456  bgrussell@talktalk.net 
       Doris Crichton   477 0067  angusanddoris@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
BOYS BRIGADE (CAPTAIN)    Kevin Aitchison  334 7731  kevin.aitchison@moredun.ac.uk 
 

 
GIRL GUIDES      Joanne Newby   467 5900  jonewby1000@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
RAINBOWS       Debbie Scott   622 0487  debs73rainbows@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
BROWNIE GUIDES (Unit Leader)   Fiona Blair   538 0371       Fiona_Sneddon@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
FRIENDLY HOUR     Christine Calder  334 4597  mrsc1234@hotmail.co.uk 
       Doris Crichton   477 0067  angusanddoris@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
 
FRESHSTART LEADER    Jane Walker   539 1080  janes.walker@virginmedia.com  
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