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Diary Dates 
 

6th March (Wed) Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm in the Session Room 

9th March (Sat)  Men’s Breakfast Fellowship meets at 8.30am in the Hall 

10th March (Sun) Upside Down Service in the Hall at 10.00am 

13th March (Wed) Fabric Committee meets at 7.30pm in the Session Room 

17th March (Sun) Service at 10.30am, followed by the Stated Annual Meeting 

 
20th March (Wed) Finance Committee meets in the Committee Room 

24th March (Sun) Service at 10.30am followed by Christian Aid Hunger Lunch in Hall 

31st March (Sun) Service at 10.30am 

3rd April (Wed)  Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm in the Session Room 

7th April (Sun)  Service at 10.30am, led by the Rev Dr Anne T Logan 

    followed by short service of Holy Communion 
 
9th—13th April  Gallery Art Exhibition in the Hall 

14th April (Sun)  Palm Sunday Service at 10.30am 

 

 

 

Corstorphine Old Parish Church, Kirk Loan, Edinburgh EH12 7HD 

Scottish Charity number: SC016009 

 

Wee Service at 9.40am  -  Short service for families with young children.  Every Sunday, fol-

lowed by coffee and croissants. 

 

Sunday Worship at 10.30am  -  On the first Sunday of every month there is a short service of 

Communion at 11.30am except March, June, Oct. and Dec. when there are services of Holy Commun-

ion at 8.30am and 10.30am 

 

Church Office  -  2A Corstorphine High Street EH12 7ST.  Office Open  : Monday-Friday  -  8.30am

-1pm      Contact details :  334 7864    corold@aol.com 

 

The Thursday Office Hour  -  In the Church Office, High Street Hall, on the first Thursday of 

every month 7.00-8.00pm (except July and August).  No appointment necessary.   

 

Church Hall  -  High Street Hall, 2A Corstorphine High Street EH12 7ST  
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Letter from our Minister 
 

Dear Friends 

The Queen, famously, doesn’t do politics. Doubtless she has her own views but recognises that 

as a public figure her role is to be open and balanced and impartial, so when she makes a public 
pronouncement, it has come from a place of much thought and consideration. Recently she visit-
ed the Sandringham branch of the Women’s Institute, a group she has been a member of for 
many years, although given her other commitments, she doesn’t get along much. This year the 
Queen’s visit to the WI included a game of Pointless, hosted by Alexander Armstrong, as word 

had reached the BBC that the Queen was an avid viewer, and according to the tv presenter, she 
was a very strong contestant. In the midst of a light-hearted afternoon the Queen chose to say 
words that went on to be well reported and considered, words that she had presumably thought 
long and hard about, and that mattered very much to her. She said: “every generation faces 
fresh challenges and opportunities. As we look for new answers in the modern age, I for one 

prefer the tried and tested recipes, like speaking well of each other and respecting different 
points of view; coming together to seek out the common ground; and never losing sight of the 
bigger picture." 

Although the Queen wasn’t specific in saying what had prompted those words, general opinion is 
that the current debate around Brexit, political point scoring around the world, and concerns 
about relations between race and religions could easily have been in her mind. The beauty of her 
words was that they remained general and could be applied to almost any sphere of life – family 
and work, community and national, political and personal, where many are feeling the brunt of a 

constant rage around the place – fault finding and needling, intransigence in discussion and bat-
tles between factions rather than working together to find solutions. The Queen’s words inject-
ed some common sense and wisdom in to our fraught lives – speaking well of each other, respect-
ing different points of view, coming together to seek out the common ground. These are words 
that come perhaps from her longevity as a monarch, but also her wisdom as a mother and grand-

mother and great-grandmother. Doubtless they also come from her faith as a Christian. Loving 
our neighbour is a simple command we are all familiar with, yet one that becomes difficult to put 
in to action if we are guided by fear or consumed by pride. 

As we enter the month we are due to leave the EU and tensions 

and worries are high, the call to love our neighbour is much need-
ed, and if we are able to speak well of each other, respect differ-
ent points of view and seek the common ground, we might find that 
that process is less traumatic and more positive than we thought. 

Best wishes 
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The Guild 
 

Diary Dates 
 

Tuesday 5th March at 2.00pm 
Forgotten 50’s 

Tom Kelly 

 
Tuesday 19th March at 7.00pm 

OPEN EVENING  
Music for You 

By Tricia Whyatt and Jeremy Devlin-Thorpe 

In aid of Guild Projects & Music for You 
 

Tuesday 2nd April at 2.00pm 
Business Meeting / Keith Walker 

Quiz 

 
Thursday 4th April at 7.00pm 

Edinburgh Guild Council Meeting 
Spring Rally — Balerno Parish Church 

Musical Evening, Heart & Soul Swing Band 

Donations to AIDS Projects 
 

Brenda Russell Joint Convener,  
Tel: 629 1456 

 
 

 

Faith 
 

Doubt sees the obstacles; 

Faith sees the way. 

Doubt sees the darkest night; 

Faith sees the day. 

Doubt dreads to take a step; 

Faith soars on high. 

Doubt whispers, ‘Who believes?’ 

Faith answers, ‘I’. 

 

Anon. 

 

 

 

Christian Aid Hunger Lunch 

High Street Hall 

Sunday 24th March 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the Sunday Service 

All welcome 
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New Coffee Club for bereaved men 
 
One of the people I was sad to say goodbye to as I left Derby was an older man, let’s call him Bil-

ly. As a minister with many years experience and intuitive skills in talking about faith and prayer, 
he took it upon himself to make sure I was looking after myself in a busy job. I called Billy my 
“wing man”. I valued his “just ringing for a chat” phone calls, his style, his generous spirit, his fun-
ny stories but most of all I valued his quiet wisdom and care.   
 

Billy’s wife died very suddenly one day in the middle of making tea at home. He was laying the ta-
ble, turned round, and she was gone. They had been together for over 60 years and, when Billy 
retired, they had given most of their time to working in the church.  The people in the church 
and the local town were devastated. The church was full for the funeral.  The family said their 
final goodbyes at the church gate as was the tradition in that part of the world, and I have an 

abiding sad memory of Billy tapping the back of the hearse to let the funeral directors know they 
could drive off. 
 
In the months that followed we all gradually realised that, despite having a very modern and in-
clusive outlook on life, at home Billy and his wife had traditionally defined roles. This meant that 

Billy didn’t know how to cook or use the washing machine. And despite many of us popping by for a 
cup of tea or organising trips out he was deeply, deeply lonely and his mental and physical health 
started to suffer. 
 
In collaboration with Scotmid Funeral Directors we are about to start a coffee club for men like 

Billy. We hope this will be a space where they can get some company, perhaps build friendships 
and possibly share tips on living alone.  I hope it can be a space where people feel they also have 
room to give something of their wisdom and care to others. 
 
Esther Elliott  

 
(see poster on page 13) 

 

Upside Down Service  
 

Our next Upside Down Service will be held in the High Street Hall on  
Sunday 10th March at 10.00am 
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Stamps for CrossReach 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

What stays in the corner yet travels all 
round the world? 

 

A Stamp! 
 

CrossReach are collecting old and used 
stamps to fund their life changing work 
across Scotland.  
 

Old stamps, used stamps, stamp albums, 
first day covers, postcards, medals and oth-
er collectables can all be turned into funds 
and used to create amazing positive change, 
right here in Scotland. 

 

How to donate used stamps 
 
Please cut the stamp off the envelope leav-

ing a small border.   
 
Please do not steam the stamps off the en-
velope. The rest of the envelope can be re-
cycled. 

 
Please post your stamps to: 

 

Stamps 

CrossReach 
Charis House 

47 Milton Road East 

Edinburgh 
 EH15 2SR 

 

Dirty Dishes 

 
 

 

Thank God for dirty dishes,  

they have a tale to tell. 

While other folk go hungry,  

we’ve eaten very well. 

So when it comes to washing up,  

we shouldn’t make a fuss 

For by this pile of evidence,  

God’s been very good to us! 

 

Beverley Hayes 

Quaker Magazine 

Men’s Breakfast Fellowship 
 

Saturday 9th March 
 

at 8.30am in the Church Hall 
 

Guest Speaker: 
 

Rev James Aitken 

St Ninian’s Church 
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Stained Glass Window 
 
Recently while preparing for a talk to the Corstorphine Ro-
tary on the church stained glass windows, I was reminded 
of a little seen window, at the back of the gallery in the 
west wall of the tower.   

 
Of the 18 stained glass windows in the church, 15 were in-
stalled during the 1905 church restoration, and 13 of these 
were by the stained glass firm of Alexander Ballantine & 
Son, 42 George Street, Edinburgh. 

 
This small window has a simple design of a tree with a 
shield with the coat of arms of the Knights of St. John of 
Jerusalem. They were ancient landowners in Corstorphine, 
owning land around Templeton Road.  This window in 1905 

cost approximately £30.   
 

Although there is no in-
scription on the window it 
was dedicated to the architect of the church’s 1905 restoration, 

Mr. George Henderson. 
 
Architect, George Henderson, of Hay, Henderson and Tarbolton 
had a wide experience in Australia and Scotland.  In Edinburgh he 
worked on old Coates House, Craiglockhart Church and St. Paul’s 

Episcopal Church.  He also worked on the tower of St. Andrew’s, 
Peebles and the nave of St. Mary’s, Haddington.  Abroad he de-
signed and built the Cathedral at Bermuda.   
 
Unfortunately, he died just before his refurbished Church at Cor-

storphine was completed.  The church paid him a well-deserved 
tribute by placing a memorial tablet to him on the east wall of the 
chancel, to the left of the Great East window. It reads: 
 

“This tablet along with the west window in the tower is erected in grateful memory of George 

Henderson, architect, who designed and carried out the restoration of this church & who died 
March 24th 1905, just before the work was completed, “The Memory of the just is Blessed.” ” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin Aitchison 
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Workplace Chaplaincy  

Listening Post at the Airport 
 

January is often a time of year when people feel quite down. Christmas and the New Year celebra-
tions are over, the sun doesn't stay out for long and the weather is often miserable. The next set 
of holidays and some sunshine and good weather often feel like a long way away. The 
third Monday of January has been dubbed "Blue Monday" or the most depressing day of the year 
because, to add to all those factors, it is also the day for post-Christmas credit card bills and 

feeling the lowest motivational levels for keeping all those New Years Resolutions. Or so said some 
academics after doing some calculations, or more probably, some PR people for a travel company.  

Whether science or spin, I took the opportunity of Blue Monday and a chance conversation with 
someone from the communications team at the airport to organise a “Listening Post” there. Some 
fellow chaplains joined me and we worked in collaboration with the communications team and the 
occupational health department. It's a simple idea – set up a table, or a couple of chairs and a sign 
in a space and advertise your presence and availability to simply listen. This time round we also 

provided some written information about help with stress, depression, debt and bereavement. Oh, 
and chocolates. 
 
I have found the staff at the Airport to be very welcoming and generous. On this occasion, they 
had worked hard to organise a space for us right in the middle of the departures lounge. Despite 

one of my colleagues accidentally having a pocket knife in his backpack we were through security 
and all set up in no time at all. The rest of the day was spent in the bread and butter work of 
chaplaincy; being friendly and visible and carefully listening and looking. 

 

The event not only provided some time and space for some one to one conversations but also a 
good opportunity for the profile of the Chaplaincy to be raised. Many of the airport staff waved 
and said hello as they hurried past and a number have subsequently told me they read about the 

event on social media. It was also really lovely to work together for the first time as a team of 
chaplains. 

 

We have ideas for future Listening  Post events in various places in the local area. If you think 
this is something you would like to be involved in please don't hesitate to get in touch. You don't 
have to be a chaplain to participate; we need some folks who can simply hand out leaflets (and 
probably chocolate!) and we always need folks who will pray for us. 

 

Esther Elliott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Church Flowers for March 
    (The name of the team member arranging the flowers is in brackets) 

 
3rd March  Sallie Bryson in loving memory of Joan 

     (Sallie Bryson) 
 

10th March Upside Down Service in the Church Hall 

     No flowers 
 

17th March Elma Smith and family in memory of her mother, father and husband 

     (Linda Gorrie) 
 

24th March For Matthew and Isobel Reaoch from the family 

     (Sheena Crisfield)  
   

31st March In loving memory of Janette Wakeford from Tom and Jennifer 

     (Mary Cooke) 
 

Thank you to everyone who made a donation for flowers in February. If you wish to make a donation 

for flowers in memory of someone or just for yourself, please contact me. 
 

Sallie Bryson  Tel: 334 2614  email: sallie.bryson@btinternet.com 
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Volunteer Stewards needed for 

General Assembly 

18th—24th May 
 

Volunteers are being sought to assist with 
stewarding at the General Assembly (18th to 

24th May 2019).  Volunteers are also required 
to serve tea and coffee to Commissioners. 
 

Duties of Stewards at the  

General Assembly 
 

Stewards help in the running of the General As-

sembly in a number of ways.  One of the im-
portant tasks, which hopefully we will not have 
to undertake, is to assist in the evacuation of 
the building by directing people to the nearest 
available exit. 

 
In the normal day to day routine the task is to 
facilitate the movement of people in the As-
sembly Hall and to ensure that there is ade-
quate security in the building.  At the start of 

the week stewards are often required to direct 
people to places such as the Assembly Office, 
the main hall, the toilets and even deal with the 
"How do I get out to the High Street" re-
quests. 

  
Stewarding duties require a moderate level of 
fitness since you will be on your feet for up to 
2 hours and you may need to escort people up 
or down stairs (e.g. accompany someone to the 

First Aid Room).  You are also in a position 
where you are welcoming people to the General 
Assembly Hall and it is helpful if you are com-
fortable in engaging with the public and with 
commissioners. 

 
For more information please email:   

assemblystewards@churchofscotland.org.uk.   
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Duties for April 
 

Welcome and Uplift 
 

7th Team 1 L Allan  N Thomson H Brotherston K Hutchon   T Berry 

14th  Team 2 S Bryson  M McDonald P Baber  B Petherick-Kerr L Gorrie 
21st  Team 3 B Black  B Russell  C Calder  M Pearson   J Cassie 
28th  Team 4 M Stewart  M Watt  J Mitchell  K Paterson   M Andrews 
 
              Sunday Beadles 

7th  D Pearson   14th   R Allan   21st  J Gorrie     28th  A Thom 
 

Bell Ringers 

7th  K Walker  14th  A Hay   21st  H Edwards   28th  P Carnie 

 

                 Sunday Coffee 
7th  The Guild  14th  B Russell/C Calder       21st  D Crichton/L Ingle       28th BB 

 
Thursday Beadle 

R Ingle 
 

Wednesday Church Opening 

3rd  S Clarke   10th  R Wills   17th  D Davidson  24th  D Baird 



Volunteers Needed 
We require two magazine distributors as soon as possible for:  

 

District 2 
4 houses in St Ninian’s Road, 1 house in Barony Terrace, 2 houses in Forrester Road and 2 houses in 
Hillview Terrace, (9 homes in total) 

 

District 30 
 

3 houses in Clerwood Park, 1 house in Clerwood Way, 1 house in Clermiston Road, 1 house in  
Caroline Place, 1 house in Caroline Terrace and 1 house in Caroline Gardens, (8 homes in total) 

 
We also require a helper to assist in the preparation of the church magazine. This takes place on 
the Thursday, prior to the first Sunday of the month.  We start at 4.30pm in the Session Room 
and usually finish around 6.00pm. 
 

All the above are for nine times a year.   
 
If you think you can help please get in touch with Rena Ingle on 334 9467 or Christine on 
334 7864. 
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20 Years at the Old Parish 
 

Congratulations to Christine who has been church secretary with us for twenty years. Christine 
was interviewed by Rev Ian Brady and Lee Harris, the then Clerk to the Board,  and over the last 
twenty years has dealt cheerfully and patiently with several locums and a new minister, different 
office bearers, workplace chaplains and students, and all sorts of members of the public ap-
proaching the church for a whole variety of reasons. Christine is often the first contact people 

have with the church and she quickly puts them at her ease and points them in the right direction. 
Nothing is too much trouble for her and she is a much loved and valued part of the Old Parish. 
Many thanks Christine for the last twenty years, and our best wishes for many more!  
 
 



Parish Records 
 

              Baptism 

 

24th February  Elijah James Eric, son of Alison and James Higgins,  

    Broomhall Park 

 

Death 

10th February  Muriel Ewart, Forrester Road  

 
Change of Address 

 

Mrs Corinne Dobbie was at Caroline Place and is now at Old Kirk Road,  

     

New Member 

 

We welcome William Dyet to our parish, Ladywell Avenue  

 
Officebearers, Elders and Magazine Distributors are asked to note these announcements  

and to adjust their records accordingly 
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The Old Parish on the Web 
 

The Old Parish has a Facebook Page which gets quite a lot of interest. If you haven't already, do 
take a look at it and like it or post a comment.  
 
Esther, the Workplace and Community Chaplain also has a Facebook Page and a Twitter account. 
She regularly posts and tweets about her work and where she is so you can keep an eye on her 

by liking her page or following her twitter account! During Lent Esther is planning to post a pic-
ture each day on the theme of work and community to help people reflect more deeply on this 
part of modern life.  
 

The Old Parish Facebook page is @CorstorphineOld 

The Chaplaincy Facebook page is @ChaplainWEdinburgh  
The Chaplaincy Twitter account is @ChaplainWEdin  
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Church Contacts 
 
 

MINISTER      Rev. Moira McDonald  476 5893         moira-mc@live.co.uk 

 

WORKPLACE CHAPLAIN    Esther Elliott   07702 863342  esther.elliott@wpcscotland.co.uk 

 
 
ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER   Dr Archie Ewing  552 3799  archieewing@blueyonder.co.uk 
       DMus, FFCM, LTCL, LLCM  
 
 
CHURCH  SECRETARY      Christine Mill   334 7864  corold@aol.com 
 
 
SESSION CLERK     Alison Edwards  334 5093  alison.edwards@talk21.com 
 
 
ASSISTANT SESSION CLERK   Ramsay Allan      332 5809  ramsayallan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
TREASURER       Alistair Christie  334 4893 treasurercorstorphineoldparish@btinternet.com 
 

 
FABRIC CONVENER     Ramsay Allan      332 5809  ramsayallan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
MISSION COMMITTEE CONVENER   Carol Christie   334 4893  caroljchristie@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
WFO CONVENER     Graeme Stewart   339 7718  gfstewart@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

 
FINANCE CONVENER     Penny Salton   334 2652  pennysalton@mac.com 
 

 
CHRISTIAN AID CO-ORDINATOR   Linda Ingle         444 2395 
           or 07530 988240 lindaingle@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
PUBLICATIONS DISTRIBUTION ORGANISERS    Ken and Rena Ingle   334 9467  renaingle@hotmail.com 
 
 
WEDNESDAY CHURCH OPENING ORGANISER  Donald Baird    334 7591  donald.r.baird@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

 
ROLL KEEPER      Marlene Pearson  538 5592  mpearson_@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
GIFT AID CONVENER    Linda Gorrie   339 3687  lindagorrie01@gmail.com 
 
 
SUNDAY CLUB LEADER & MAGAZINE EDITOR David Drummond     334  5741  daviddrummond65@btinternet.com 
 

 
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER    Liz Allan   332 5809  ramsayallan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
PRESBYTERY ELDER     John Hartil   476 9761  johndhartil@blueyonder.co.uk  
   

 
REPRESENTATIVE TO CORSTORPHINE CHURCHES 

EXECUTIVE MEMBER     Jane Walker   539 1080  janes.walker@virginmedia.com 
 

 
THE GUILD  -   Joint Conveners   Brenda Russell   629 1456  bgrussell@talktalk.net 
       Doris Crichton   477 0067  angusanddoris@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
BOYS BRIGADE (CAPTAIN)    Kevin Aitchison  334 7731  kevin.aitchison@moredun.ac.uk 
 

 
GIRL GUIDES      Joanne Newby   467 5900  jonewby1000@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
RAINBOWS       Debbie Scott   622 0487  debs73rainbows@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
BROWNIE GUIDES (Unit Leader)   Fiona Blair   538 0371       Fiona_Sneddon@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
FRIENDLY HOUR     Christine Calder  334 4597  mrsc1234@hotmail.co.uk 
       Doris Crichton   477 0067  angusanddoris@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
 
FRESHSTART LEADER    Jane Walker   539 1080  janes.walker@virginmedia.com  
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