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Diary Dates for summer  
 
 

 
 
 
 
3rd—14th June  Church Office closed 
 

5th June (Wed)  Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm in the Session Room 
 

6th June (Thurs) Office Hour 7-8pm 
 

9th June (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

    Family BBQ in the Manse Garden at 12.30pm 
 

16th June (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 
    Rudsambee Company of Singers Concert in church at 7.00pm 
 

23rd June (Sun)  Anniversary Sunday Service at 10.30am with the Sacrament of Baptism and 
    Annual Prizegiving Service  
 

30th June (Sun)  Service at 10.30am followed by tea and coffee in the church 
 

7th July (Sun)  Service at 10.30am led by the Rev Ian Gilmour, followed by a short 
    service of Holy Communion  
 

14th July (Sun)  Sea Sunday  -  Service at 10.30am led by the Rev Ian Gilmour 
 

21st July (Sun)  Service at 10.30am led by the Rev Ian Gilmour 
 

28th July (Sun)  Service at 10.30am led by the Rev Dr George Whyte 
 

4th August (Sun) Service at 10.30am followed by a short service of Holy Communion 
 

11th August (Sun) Service at 10.30am 
 

18th August (Sun) Service at 10.30am 
 

19th August (Mon) Last date for September magazine material 
 

25th August (Sun) Service at 10.30am 
 

1st Sept (Sun)  Service at 10.30am followed by a short service of Holy Communion 
 

4th Sept (Wed)  Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm in the Session Room 
 

8th Sept (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 
 

11th Sept (Wed)  Fabric Committee meets at 7.30pm in the Session Room 

 
Church Office 

 

Please see the weekly orders of service which will have updates about the Church Office closures 
over the summer, but currently the Church Office will be closed on Mondays and Fridays during July 
and will also be closed from Friday 2nd—Friday 9th August, reopening as normal on Monday 12th Au-
gust. 
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Letter from our Minister 
 

Dear Friends, 

One of the drawbacks of going on holiday – sorry to start on a negative note while boasting that 
I am going on holiday soon! – is that there are often things to be done before we go in order to 
make it possible for us to leave. I am talking not just about washing the clothes we are taking 
with us, and then packing them, nor about checking that our passports are all in date (just be-

fore we last went overseas our eagle eyed daughter noticed her passport was about to expire, 
and we are glad that she did otherwise we’d have needed to leave her in France), nor finding 
someone to look after the hamster for a fortnight. Instead I mean the tying up of loose ends at 
work, the end of term events at school and church, the general end of year activities of barbe-
ques and Anniversary Sunday events and ensuring that the ministers who are taking the services 

during my break know that they have to be interesting enough to keep your attention, but not so 
interesting that you’re not pleased to see me back in August . . . It can take people a few days or 
even a week of their holiday just to wind down and begin to enjoy themselves, and no sooner 
have they done that than they have to begin gearing themselves up to start the journey home 
again. Life is busy for many people, so busy that our annual break comes with more pressure to 

enjoy it and find relaxation, which of course we can’t do if we are under all that pressure!  

One of my strongest childhood memories of a peaceful moment wasn’t while we were on holiday, 
but after we’d climbed Ben Lomond one warm Saturday and once we’d got to the bottom again 
the late afternoon sun was warm, and my sister and I took our warm and tired feet out of our 

hillwalking boots and dipped them into the cold waters of the loch. It was bliss. We had the sun 
on our backs, our feet were being soothed and we had spent the day doing something we were 
proud of. When life gets busy and trying to get ready for a holiday becomes stressful, that is 
the moment that comes in to my mind, and I can feel my shoulders relax and a sense of calm re-
turning. Psalm 23 tells us ‘He leads me by still waters; he restores my soul’ and although those 

words came from a country far hotter and dustier than our own, many years ago, they are words 
that speak to us of the rest and the peace of God. 

Whatever the summer months bring to you – celebration, travel, work as usual, I pray that we 

are all able to experience and enjoy moments of peace and restoration wherever we are. 

And if you would like to look after one very well behaved and quiet hamster for a fortnight, do 
let me know . . .   
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BBQ in the Manse Garden 
 
We will be holding a BBQ in the Manse Gar-

den at 12.30pm on: 
 

Sunday 9th June 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Family Ticket £10 

(2 adults and 2 children) 

 
Single Ticket £5 

 
Tickets on sale at the Sunday service. 

All Welcome 

 

 

The Friendly Hour 
 

Although the Friendly Hour have stopped 
their coffee morning get-togethers at the 
High St Hall over the summer period, they 
are continuing to meet on a weekly basis, 
every Wednesday at 10am at Costa Coffee, 

St John’s Road. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If you would like to go along and join them 
for coffee, cake and a chat, you would be 
very welcome! 

 
For more details please contact Brenda 
Russell or Christine Calder. 
 

bgrussell@talktalk.net 

mrsc1234@hotmail.co.uk 

Holidays and Services 
 

There will be no ‘Services of Quiet Reflec-

tion’ in the church during the month of Ju-
ly, however the Church will be open to visi-
tors as usual during July and August. 
 
The wee 9.40am service on Sundays will be 

taking a holiday during the month of July 
as well.  We look forward to seeing every-
one back again in the Hall on Sunday 4th 
August.  
 

NB:  No Office Hour on Thursday 4th July 
or Thursday 1st August. 
 
 
 



A Day in the Life of a Workplace Chaplain  
 
One of the questions I sometimes get asked is “what on earth do you do 

all day?”. Quite a lot of walking and smiling, is one answer, chatting with 
folk is another. If I were to be theological, I would talk about “being 
with people where they are”. The mission statement of Workplace Chap-
laincy Scotland reads ……. Which is a fantastic foundation, but there is 
no manual, no handbook that tells you what to do on a Monday morning, or 

when you arrive at a workplace and everyone you know is out, or indeed 
what you should do as Chaplain for a whole afternoon in the Gyle Shop-
ping Centre! What follows is a description of one of my typical days vis-
iting at the airport to give you a flavour of the daily reality of chaplaincy.      The art work in the 

              Airport Quiet Room 

 
I am proud to have been schooled by Bishop Humphrey Southern (Principal of a Church of England 
Ministerial Training College in Oxford) in the art of daily prayer. His view is that regular prayer is 

rather like cleaning your teeth, you should do it once in the morning and once in the evening and 
it’s effects last in-between. So, my day starts with morning prayer, followed by a quick whizz 
through my visit notes to remind myself of people to try to get to see. Then I head off to the air-
port by tram and walk from the tram stop the length of the airport terminal to the Quiet and 
Prayer Room with the chaplains’ office next door. That helps me get a sense of the atmosphere in 

the place, without being officially on duty. I stick on my very unattractive high-viz jacket that 
says “Airport Chaplain” on the back and ring up the on-duty Passenger Experience Manager (the 
PEM) to sign in and see if there is anything I need to be aware of. A quick post on social media to 
say I’m around and available and then a big deep breath follows as I struggle to open the office 
door with two locks and smile at the same time.  

 
The next job of the day is always to check on the Quiet and Prayer Room. I check the sacred 
texts that we leave there for passengers and staff to use as we’ve had a spate of them being 
scribbled in, and then check the comments in the visitors’ book. One of the things on my to-do list 
is to work out a simple system for relaying the requests for prayers that sometimes get written in 

that book back to the Old Parish, so we can pray for those people together. Once I’ve done that, I 
start walking; medium pace, head up, smiling, meeting people’s eye, but hopefully not in an odd way! 
Usually somewhere before I get half way past the check-in desks I will be asked for directions to 
Glasgow or St Andrew’s, how to check in and where to smoke. I can now answer the simple ques-
tions and the PEM is always on the other end of the phone for the more difficult ones. There are 

members of staff I stop to have a chat with and some who stop me to tell me how things are going. 
 
Usually, round about 11.30 I station myself with a big cup of coffee just before the security gates 
for about 40 mins. Not only is it a great place to people watch, but it’s a regular thoroughfare for 
lots of the staff. I get to say hello and smile at a lot of people all in one go and some staff know 

they can usually find me there. The regular timing I think helps keep the rumour alive that the 
chaplain is a stable part of the team, rather than an occasional and whimsical visitor.  
 
There is a staff and crew lane to get through security and then I am “airside” and the pace chang-
es. Having been surrounded by folks rushing with an anxious purpose, airside is for meanderers and 

wasting time.  Having run the gauntlet of the perfume sprayers in duty free I too wander round, 
 

 (continued over the page) 
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having a chat with the shop and food outlet workers and other airport staff. People at the airport 
usually work long shifts and go through periods of being very busy and periods of being very quiet; 
all in the public eye. A friendly person who comes and asks how things are going is usually very wel-

come. And we talk about anything and everything! Increasingly one of the lovely things that has 
been happening is that people have been storing up good news to share with me as well as their 
worries and concerns.  
 
Occasionally by virtue of being the person on the spot, I’ve been involved into passenger’s prob-

lems – a lost child, a lost purse, a missed flight, a person who doesn’t speak English getting dis-
tressed about flying and, last week, a passenger accidently smashing another passenger’s bottle of 
very expensive champagne (which was taken in good heart, but lightened all the more by a joke 
from one of the staff that I might be able to turn the spillage back into water and subsequently 
into wine).  

 
Four or five hours of that, often interspersed with pre-arranged meetings with members of staff 
and I am both energized and drained at the same time. Just before I am too tired to be no use to 
anyone I head home to write up a few notes and spend some time reflecting on the visit.  
 

Being with people as part of their and your daily life is both a joy and hard work. Chaplaincy is per-
haps not best suited to people who like to dip in and out, or rush in to solve a problem or answer a 
question. It’s steady work of spotting signs of the divine in the ordinary and creating space for 
someone else to notice it too. Do contact me if this interests you. It would be lovely to have some 
volunteers to work with and it would be lovely to have some folks who would commit to regularly 

pray for the chaplaincy, once in the morning and once in the evening of course! 
 

Esther Elliott  
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The Big Sing, General Assembly Hall 

held on Tuesday 21st May 



Church Flowers for Summer (June, July and August) 
     

(The name of the team member arranging the flowers is in brackets) 
 
 

2nd June  Kirk Session 
    (Sallie Bryson) 
 
9th June  In memory of Agnes Davidson from the family                
    (Linda Gorrie) 

 
16th June  Brenda Russell 
    (Sheena Crisfield) 
 
23rd June          ————————— 

    (Mary Cooke) 
 
30th June  Margaret Borthwick and family in memory of Tom 
    (Margaret Price) 
 

7th July  Wedding - Elizabeth Gorrie and Stephen 
    (Linda Gorrie) 
 
14th July  For Walter Naish and Ruaridh Webster from Katherine 
    (Penny Salton) 

 
21st July  —————————— 
    (Sheena Crisfield) 
 
28th July  In memory of Phil Drummond from David and the girls 

    (Sallie Bryson) 
 
4th August In memory of Findlay Black from Betty and family 
    (Margaret Price/Mary Cooke) 
 

11th August In loving memory of Ian Scott from Margaret and family 
    (Margaret Price/Mary Cooke) 
 
18th August Sallie Bryson 
    (Margaret Price/Mary Cooke) 

 
25th August For Heather Robertson on her birthday with love from Sheena Crisfield and family 
                         Carol and Alastair Mackay and family 
    (Sheena Crisfield) 

 
Thank you to everyone who made a donation for flowers in May.  If you wish to donate flowers in 

memory of someone, or just for yourself, please contact me. 
 

Sallie Bryson  :  Tel: 334 2614 
sallie.bryson@btinternet.com 
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Duties for July 
 

Welcome and Uplift 
7th  Team 4 M Stewart  M Watt  J Mitchell  K Paterson  M Andrews 
14th  Team 5 C McKay  P Carnie  J Walker  M Hills  K Walker 

21st Team 6 H Edwards  A Edwards  D Crichton  S Crisfield  J Cassie 
28th  Team 7 P Salton  E Stewart  D Cameron  R Ingle  J Hartil 

 

              Sunday Beadles 
7th  D Pearson   14th  R Allan   21st  J Gorrie   28th  A Thom 

 
Bell Ringers 

7th  P Carnie   14th  R Ingle   21st  K Walker   28th  A Hay 

 

                 Sunday Coffee 

 
 
 
7th  The Guild     14th  K Hutchon/L Allan          21st  S Crisfield/B Petherick-Kerr  

28th  D Crichton/L Ingle 
 

NB  No Thursday Office Hour in July 
 

Wednesday Church Opening 

3rd  D Baird   10th  D Davidson 17th  M McMurdo 24th  D Drummond     31st D Cameron 

Duties for August 
 

Welcome and Uplift 
4th  Team 8 I Gordon  J Wakeford S McCaig  F Morrison  G Allan 
11th Team 9 A Christie   C Christie J Darling   L Ingle S MacFeeters   A Strathdee 

18th Team 10 K Naish  M Gordon  G Stewart  L Fitzgibbon K Henderson 
25th Team 1 L Allan  H Brotherston    K Hutchon  T Berry 
 

              Sunday Beadles 
4th  D Pearson   11th  R Allan   18th  A Thom   25th  R Allan 
 

Bell Ringers 

4th  H Edwards   11th   P Carnie   18th  R Ingle   25th  K Walker 

 

                 Sunday Coffee 
4th  The Guild  11th BB    18th  B Russell/C Calder    25th M Hills/P Carnie 
 

NB: No Thursday Office Hour in August 
 

Wednesday Church Opening 

7th  J Cassie  14th  G Stewarty  21st  A Broom (Cor Trust)  28th  S Clarke 



 

Corstorphine Old Parish Church, Kirk Loan, Edinburgh EH12 7HD 

Scottish Charity number: SC016009 

Wee Service at 9.40am  -  Short service for families with young children.  Every Sunday, fol-

lowed by coffee and croissants. 

Sunday Worship at 10.30am  -  On the first Sunday of every month there is a short service of 

Communion at 11.30am except March, June, Oct. and Dec. when there are services of Holy Commun-

ion at 8.30am and 10.30am 

Church Office  -  2A Corstorphine High Street EH12 7ST.  Office Open  : Monday-Friday  -  

8.30am-1pm      Contact details :  334 7864    corold@aol.com 

The Thursday Office Hour  -  In the Church Office, High Street Hall, on the first Thursday of 

every month 7.00-8.00pm (except July and August).  No appointment necessary.   

Church Hall  -  High Street Hall, 2A Corstorphine High Street EH12 7ST  
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Duties for September 
 

Welcome and Uplift 
1st  Team 2 S Bryson  M McDonald P Baber     B Petherick-Kerr  L Gorrie 
8th  Team 3 B Black  B Russell  C Calder          M Pearson  Janette Cassie 

15th Team 4 M Stewart  M Watt  J Mitchell  K Paterson  M Andrews 
22nd Team 5 C McKay  P Carnie  J Walker  M Hills  K Walker 
29th  Team 6 H Edwards  A Edwards  D Crichton  S Crisfield  J Cassie 
 

              Sunday Beadles 
1st  D Pearson   8th  J Gorrie      15th R Allan      22nd  J Gorrie 29th  R Allan 

 
Bell Ringers 

 

 

 

 

1st  A Hay    8th  H Edwards      15th  R Ingle      22nd  K Walker  29th  P Carnie 

 

                 Sunday Coffee 
1st The Guild 8th J Thom/A Thom  15th  L Allan/R Allan  22nd  L Gorrie/J Walker 

29th  J Wakeford/L Allan 
 

Thursday Beadle 

5th  R Ingle 
 

Wednesday Church Opening 

4th  R Wills  11th  D Baird   18th  D Davidson  25th  M McMurdo 
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The Seafarer’s Version of 

the 23rd Psalm 
 

The Lord is my pilot, I shall not drift, 
He lighteth me across dark waters, 
He steereth me in deep channels,  

He keepeth my log. 
He guideth me by the star of holiness for 

His name’s sake. 
Yea, even midst the thunders and 

tempests of life, 
I dread no danger; for Thou art with me, 
Thy love and Thy care, they shelter me, 

Thou preparest a harbour before me in the 
homeland of Eternity. 

Thou anointest the waves with oil—my ship 
rides calmly. 

Surely sunlight and starlight shall favour 

me on the voyage I take, 
And I will rest in the port of my God  

forever.  
 

Amen. 

 
Join us for our Sea Sunday Service on 

Sunday 14th July at 10.30am 
 

 

Coffee Club for  

Widowed Men 
 

The Coffee Club continues to meet on the 1st 
and 3rd Tuesday morning of every month from 
10am-11am at Costa Coffee, St John’s Road.    
The Club will meet on the following dates over 
the summer: 

 
Tuesday 18th June 
Tuesday 2nd July 
Tuesday 16th July 
Tuesday 6th August 

Tuesday 20th August 
 

For more information please get in touch with 
Esther Elliott 

(esther.elliott@wpcscotland.co.uk) 

 
or Moira (moira-mc@live.co.uk) 
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Guild Outing 
 

We had a very successful outing on Tuesday 7th May to the New Palace Centre, Greenlaw.  
Everyone enjoyed the sing-a-long and the Afternoon Tea.  Here are a few photos and we look 

forward to seeing all our members at the Opening Social in September. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 

The Dower House, (Corstorphine Heritage Centre)  

A Short History 
 

In 1991 The Corstorphine Trust was given use of one of the oldest inhabit-

ed buildings in the City of Edinburgh.  At that time, it was derelict.  How-
ever, with the help of funding and support from Historic Scotland, The 
Lottery Fund and generous bequests, this local historic building was 
brought back to life. 
 

Its origins can be traced back to 1587.  We know that it was in the owner-
ship of James Ingles and J P Wood in his “Draft History of Corstorphine 
Parish” (written in 1792) mentions the stones being removed from the old castle site to build “Mr 
Michelson’s house that was the residence of the Lord Forresters”. It is sometimes referred to 
as Gibsone’s Lodge after its late 18th century occupants, the Gibsones of Pentland.  
 

The building has characteristic Scottish crow-stepped gables and scrolled skew puts. The exte-
rior is harled and lime washed and shows signs of alteration over the years with both gable ends 
probably having been built at different times. 
 
In 2000 The Corstorphine Trust decided to change the name of the building to the Corstorphine 

Heritage Centre which better reflects the use to which it is put today. 
 

To find out more about the Heritage Centre please visit:   
www.corstorphinetrust.co.uk 
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Parish Records 
 

Deaths 

 

15th November 2018   Bryan Clarke 

9th  May    Ian Hutchon, Mortonhall Park Grove 

14th May    Hal Swanson, North Gyle Grove  

14th May    Betty Stewart,  Dunsmuir Court 

  

Officebearers, Elders and Magazine Distributors are asked to note these announcements  

and to adjust their records accordingly 
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The Sunday Club  
 

As well as editing the magazine and providing some terrible jokes for the Sunday Club pages for 

many years, David Drummond has led the Sunday Club, and after 22 years feels it is time to step 
down. David's sense of fun is well known and he has brought a new perspective to well known sto-
ries for many children. He arrives early every Sunday morning to set up the hall for the 9.40 
service and make the tea and coffee for parents and grandparents of the next generation of the 
church family and is happy to keep doing so, but for his many years of fun, teaching and welcome, 

we pass on our heartfelt thanks. 

Wishing all our readers a very Happy Summer break!   Next magazine 
will be available on 1st September. 

 



Church Contacts 
 
 

MINISTER      Rev. Moira McDonald  476 5893         moira-mc@live.co.uk 

 

WORKPLACE CHAPLAIN    Esther Elliott   07702 863342  esther.elliott@wpcscotland.co.uk 

 
 
ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER   Dr Archie Ewing  552 3799  archieewing@blueyonder.co.uk 
       DMus, FFCM, LTCL, LLCM  
 
 
CHURCH  SECRETARY      Christine Mill   334 7864  corold@aol.com 
 
 
SESSION CLERK     Alison Edwards  334 5093  alison.edwards@talk21.com 
 
 
ASSISTANT SESSION CLERK   Ramsay Allan      332 5809  ramsayallan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
TREASURER       Alistair Christie  334 4893 treasurercorstorphineoldparish@btinternet.com 
 

 
FABRIC CONVENER     Ramsay Allan      332 5809  ramsayallan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
MISSION COMMITTEE CONVENER   Carol Christie   334 4893  caroljchristie@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
WFO CONVENER     Graeme Stewart   339 7718  gfstewart@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

 
FINANCE CONVENER     Penny Salton   334 2652  pennysalton@mac.com 
 

 
CHRISTIAN AID CO-ORDINATOR   Linda Ingle         444 2395 
           or 07530 988240 lindaingle@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
PUBLICATIONS DISTRIBUTION ORGANISERS    Ken and Rena Ingle   334 9467  renaingle@hotmail.com 
 
 
WEDNESDAY CHURCH OPENING ORGANISER  Donald Baird    334 7591  donald.r.baird@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

 
ROLL KEEPER      Marlene Pearson  538 5592  mpearson_@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
GIFT AID CONVENER    Linda Gorrie   339 3687  lindagorrie01@gmail.com 
 
 
SUNDAY CLUB LEADER & MAGAZINE EDITOR David Drummond     334  5741  daviddrummond65@btinternet.com 
 

 
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER    Liz Allan   332 5809  ramsayallan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
PRESBYTERY ELDER     John Hartil   476 9761  johndhartil@blueyonder.co.uk  
   

 
REPRESENTATIVE TO CORSTORPHINE CHURCHES 

EXECUTIVE MEMBER     Jane Walker   539 1080  janes.walker@virginmedia.com 
 

 
THE GUILD  -   Joint Conveners   Brenda Russell   629 1456  bgrussell@talktalk.net 
       Doris Crichton   477 0067  angusanddoris@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
BOYS BRIGADE (CAPTAIN)    Kevin Aitchison  334 7731  kevin.aitchison@moredun.ac.uk 
 

 
GIRL GUIDES      Joanne Newby   467 5900  jonewby1000@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
RAINBOWS       Debbie Scott   622 0487  debs73rainbows@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
BROWNIE GUIDES (Unit Leader)   Fiona Blair   538 0371       Fiona_Sneddon@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
FRIENDLY HOUR     Christine Calder  334 4597  mrsc1234@hotmail.co.uk 
       Doris Crichton   477 0067  angusanddoris@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
 
FRESHSTART LEADER    Jane Walker   539 1080  janes.walker@virginmedia.com  
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