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Diary Dates 
 

3rd Dec (Tues)  Switch On of Christmas Lights outside the Old Parish at 6.30pm 

4th Dec (Wed)  Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm in the Session Room 

5th Dec (Thurs)  Office Hour, 7-8pm.  No appointment necessary 

6th Dec (Fri)  Church Office closed 

8th Dec (Sun)  Christmas Gift Service at 10.30am (with tea and coffee in the church) 

9th Dec (Mon)  Church Office closed 

11th Dec (Wed)  Carols by Candlelight with songs and stories at 7.30pm in the Church  

    A Torchlight Procession will leave from the entrance of St Margaret’s Park  

    (Dovecot Road)  at 7pm. 

    Church Office closed 

14th Dec (Sat)  Scotmid Memorial Service in the Church at 2.00pm 

    (followed by refreshments in the church hall) 

15th Dec (Sun)  Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols at 10.30am 

16th Dec (Mon)  Church Office closed 

19th Dec (Thurs) Carol Singing round the Parish  -  meet at 6.45pm in the Hall 

20th Dec (Fri)  Church Office closes for Christmas break 

22nd Dec (Sun)  Children’s Nativity Service at 10.30am 

24th Dec (Tues)  Family Service at 6.00pm 

    Carols in the Church at 11.00pm     

    Watchnight Service at 11.30pm   

25th Dec (Wed)  Christmas Day — Family Worship at 10.30am 

29th Dec (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

5th Jan (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

7th Jan (Tues)  Church Office re-opens after Christmas break 

12th Jan (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

14th—21st Jan  Church Office closed 

19th Jan (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

21st Jan (Tues)  Last date for February 2020 magazine material 

26th Jan (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

2nd Feb (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

5th Feb (Wed)  Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm in the Session Room 

6th Feb (Thurs)  Office Hour 7-8pm (no appointment necessary) 

9th Feb (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

 

The Mobile Blood Transfusion Service 
 

will be at Carrickvale Community Centre, Saughton Mains Street 
 

Thursday 19th December  
2pm-4pm and 5.30pm-7.30pm 

 

New Donors in good health urgently needed 
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Letter from our Minister 
 

Dear Friends, 

There is a very practical reason for Christmas falling on the 25th December -  that date follows 
on very closely from the shortest day, and as well as wanting to dispel the darkness of winter 
with a festival of light, the Christian church also wanted to show promise of new life. From the 
shortest day onwards towards spring the days get a little longer, and the nights a little less 

dark. There is the promise of hope and light and life – when better to officially celebrate the 
birth of Christ, good news and life in the middle of a dark winter? Of course that choice of date 
shows the history of the Christian church being very much a northern hemisphere decision. Our 
Southern hemisphere relations celebrate that same festival of light and life in the middle of 
summer, but even in the bright sunlight, new life brings hope and joy. 

It has been widely commented that the depth of winter is not a good time to hold an election – 
the days are cold and short, darkness falls early and the streets are often slippery or wet, put-
ting off older voters from casting their votes. Other factors make this General Election differ-
ent from what we have known in the past. Party loyalties are fluid, and issues – one issue in par-

ticular – dominates the electioneering . How will you vote, if you vote at all? Many are unsure and 
the future looks uncertain. 

This year we especially welcome good news, words of peace and calls to not be afraid. We look 

forward to hearing again the words of the angel to Mary and to Joseph, both of whom were con-
fused and unsure of what they were being asked to do, but who trusted God and walked in the 
ways he called them. We listen with the shepherds outside Bethlehem as they were caught una-
wares by the song of the angels, not just angels singing, but by the words they used – a call to 
courage and peace and possibility. We journey with the men from the East, unsure of what or 

who they were looking for, but sure someone or something divine lay at the end of their journey, 
and despite their mistake in visiting Herod’s palace to seek the new king there, they found what 
they had been looking for in the simplest and most unexpected of places. 

These familiar characters tell us that in unsettling times we too can seek peace. In times of 
raised voices and uncertainty we can be healers and bearers of good news, and that those gifts 
are given to us to be used in the times in which we live. 

Have a merry Christmas, a time when we remember we 

are blessed, and in our blessing are called to be shep-
herds and innkeepers and wise men and carpenters in this 
our 21st century world, bearers of light and hope, and 
people of peace. 
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Guild News 
 & Diary Dates 

 
Tuesday 3rd December at 2pm 

Christmas Afternoon 
 

Wednesday 4th December at 2pm 
Edinburgh Guilds Together 

Craigmillar Park Church 
The Work of the Vine Trust 

 

Tuesday 10th December at 2.30pm 
Christmas Lunch 

Quiz — Keith Walker 
 
 

 
 
 

Tuesday 7th January at 2pm 
Talk on theme ‘Companions on the Road’ 

Rev Moira McDonald  -  Fund Table 
 

Tuesday 21st January at 2.30pm 
Burns Lunch  -  High St Hall 

 

Tuesday 4th February at 2pm 
Crappit Heids and Barley Bannocks 

Maureen Kelly 
 

We wish to thank you for your continued sup-
port at our Christmas Coffee morning in aid of 
Guild Funds. We appreciate all those who do-
nated goods for the stalls and home baking 

and the help in the kitchen. A special thanks 
to the members of Kirk Session for helping 
with the setting up of tables, chairs etc. This 
was much appreciated. The total raised will be 
intimated from the pulpit. 
 

The Leadership Team wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and a happy and healthy 2020. We 
look forward to welcoming everyone back at 
our first meeting on Tuesday 7th January at 
2pm  Our speaker is our own minister Rev 

Moira McDonald who will talk on the theme ' 
Companions on the Road'.  

 
 

Brenda Russell 
Joint Convener, Tel: 629 1456 

 

Open Mic Night 
 

The next Open Mic Evening will be held 
at St Ninian’s Church, St John’s Road 

 

On Friday 6th December at 7pm 
 

Come along and take part, or just be 
part of the audience. Refreshments.  

 
For more information please contact : 

duncanwhitty@hotmail.com 

 

Carol Singing around  

the Parish 

 

   
   
  

Once again this year we are planning to sing 
Carols in some of the sheltered housing com-

plexes in our Parish. This year it will take 
place on Thursday 19th December.   
  
We will meet at the High Street Hall 
at around 6.45pm and from there go, firstly 

to Claycott Park and then on to the Cedars 
before heading to the manse for a well earned 
cup of tea and a mince pie. 
  
Please come along and join with us  -  enthusi-

asm for singing is the only requirement, you 
do not need to be qualified for the Church 
Choir to take part. You are very welcome to 
‘catch up’ with us between locations if you are 
not able to meet at the Hall at 6.45pm. Hymn 

books will be provided. 
  
This is an important part of our mission to the 
Parish and is greatly appreciated by the resi-
dents at these complexes, so please support 

us on this occasion. 
 

Mission Committee 
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65th Wedding Celebration 

 
Congratulations to 

 

Douglas and Margaret Davidson 

 
who were married in Chesser Parish Church 

on 22nd January 1955 
 

 
 
 
 
 

From everyone at the Old Parish 

Fabric Committee Report 
 
While all the work was going on to the outside of the church building, the Fabric Committee were 

carrying on during the year with ‘business as usual’. 
 
That meant regular servicing of the heating systems and fire extinguishers in the church and the 
High Street Hall, the annual portable appliance testing, the maintenance of the intruder alarm 
systems in the Hall and the manse, etc. 

 
However, there were a few major matters which required attention during the past twelve 
months. 
 
In January, an engineer’s visit to the manse identified that the central heating boiler did not sat-

isfy safety standards and we had the option to undertake a major repair or replace the boiler. 
We went for the latter. 
 
We re-varnished the main door to the church and the North Transept door and had the gates at 
both doors repainted. The main bedroom and the bathroom at the manse were also redecorated. 

We had a problem with water coming into the church office which required the flat roof above 
the office and outhouse to be resurfaced and all joints resealed. The main roof to the High 
Street Hall was examined for missing/loose tiles and some 64 tiles had to be fitted to various 
parts of that roof. 
 

The biggest project of the year was the redecoration of the main hall in the High Street Hall. 
This was last done some 13 years ago. In addition, two coats of hard wearing lacquer were applied 
to the floor of the hall. Hopefully you all noticed the difference in the décor and the floor.   
So quite a busy year for the Fabric Committee and as we look forward, 2020 promises to be just 
as busy. Thanks go to all members of the Committee for their support and commitment during the 

year. 
 

Ramsay Allan 
Fabric Co-ordinator 

 

Coffee Club for  

Widowed Men 
 

Continues to meet on the first and third 
Tuesday of every month at Costa, St John’s 
Road from 10am-11am. 
 

 

 
 
 

Please contact Esther Elliott for more in-
formation on:   

 
esther.elliott@wpcscotland.co.uk 



Church Flowers for December and January 
(The name of the team member arranging the flowers is in brackets) 

 

 
1st December  The Cormack Family 
    (Sallie Bryson) 
 

8th December In loving memory of Susan Davidson from Margaret, Douglas and family 
    (Linda Gorrie) 
 

15th December Scotmid Service 
    (Mary Cooke) 
 

22nd December Dougie and Marlene Pearson in loving memory of Malcolm Macdonald 
    (Sheena Crisfield) 
 

29th December Sallie Bryson 
    (Sallie Bryson) 
 

5th January ——————————— 
    (Margaret Price) 
 

12th January Mr and Mrs Robertson in memory of James Robertson and his eldest son,  
   Donald and in loving memory of our dearest mother, Ruby Oliver 
    (Penny Salton) 
 

19th January Lorna Sisson 
    (Linda Gorrie) 
 

26th January ——————————— 
    (Sallie Bryson) 
 

Thank you to everyone who made a donation for flowers in November and indeed over the whole 
year. And a big thank you to the flower arranging team.  If you wish to donate flowers in memory of 

someone, or just for yourself, please contact me. 
 

Sallie Bryson  Tel: 334 2614  email: sallie.bryson@btinternet.com 
 

 

Corstorphine Old Parish Church, Kirk Loan, Edinburgh EH12 7HD 

Scottish Charity number: SC016009 

Wee Service at 9.40am  -  Short service for families with young children.  Every Sunday, followed by coffee 

and croissants. 

Sunday Worship at 10.30am  -  On the first Sunday of every month there is a short service of Communion at 

11.30am except March, June, Oct. and Dec. when there are services of Holy Communion at 8.30am and 10.30am 

Church Office  -  2A Corstorphine High Street EH12 7ST.  Office Open  (as at January 2020)  : Tuesday-

Friday  -  8.30am-1pm      Contact details :  334 7864    corold@aol.com 

The Thursday Office Hour  -  In the Church Office, High Street Hall, on the first Thursday of every month 

7.00-8.00pm (except January, July and August).  No appointment necessary.   

Church Hall  -  High Street Hall, 2A Corstorphine High Street EH12 7ST  
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Church Office Hours 
 

We are making some changes to the Church Office opening hours from the beginning of the New 
Year. 

 
The Office will not be open on Mondays but will continue to be open Tuesday – Friday between 
8.30am and 1.00pm. The answerphone will be on should you want to leave any messages for  
Christine on a Monday. 
 

Ramsay Allan 
Assistant Session Clerk          
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Workplace and Community Chaplaincy Events for Christmas 
 
There are three public events organised by the Chaplaincy in the run up to Christmas. These are 

all events which aim to share with people the joy, care and generosity that lie at the heart of the 
story of God becoming human.  
 

SHEEP TRAIL   2nd December until 19th December                  

 
Find the hiding sheep in the shop windows at the Gyle Shopping Centre. Collect their 
names and be entered for a prize just in time for Christmas.  
   

WALKING NATIVITY   20th December 1pm – 2.30pm  
 
This is an interactive event where we will retell the nativity story in a walk from the 
Dower House to Costa on St John’s Road, via the Old Parish churchyard, all in half an 

hour! Be prepared to accompany Mary and Joseph as they head to Bethlehem for a 
census. Spot the shepherds, the wise people and the sheep who will have come all the 
way from the Gyle Shopping Centre just for the occasion 
 
You can join in the full walk or join in at the Dower House at 1pm, or the parish churchyard at 

1.15pm, or at Costa Coffee for a free hot drink and community carols at 1.30pm.  
 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS FOLKS!   21st December 10am – 1pm  
 

This is an opportunity for people from the Old Parish to say Happy Christmas to peo-
ple shopping in the Gyle Shopping Centre. We will be handing out free gifts, have ac-
tivities for children and generally be spreading some joy.  
 
 

If you would like any further information or would like to volunteer to help out with any of 
these events please do get in touch with Esther, the Workplace Chaplain 

(esther.elliott@wpcscotland.co.uk) 
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Women’s Aid Christmas Appeal 
 
After our Christmas Gift Service on Sunday 
8th December, we shall, as usual, be taking our 
gifts to the children and women at Women’s 
Aid, Cheyne Street, Edinburgh.  

 
Some gift suggestions are: 
 

Gifts for Children 
Toys, games 

Art materials 
Selection boxes 

 
Gifts for Women 

Cosy socks, pyjamas 

Scarfs, hats, gloves 
Candles 

Chocolates, biscuits 
Perfume, purses, mugs 

Diaries, calendars, notebooks, 

 
Gift Vouchers are especially useful: 
Asda, Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Morrisons 

Cinema, Bowling 
Ceramics Workshops , Soft Play 

Zoo, Dynamic Earth, Trampolining etc 
Spa treatments/Hairdressing 

Restaurants/coffee shops 
Primark/H&M etc 

 

 
 
 
For the past 46 years, Edinburgh Women’s Aid 
has been providing information, support, coun-
selling, advocacy and emergency accommoda-

tion to women and their children who have ex-
perienced or are at risk of domestic abuse. 
 
Edinburgh Women’s Aid supports and enables 
women to establish a safer home environment 

for themselves and their children so that they 
can begin to rebuild their lives.  Last year 
Women’s Aid supported 187 children and 1788 
women. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 

edinwomensaid.co.uk 

 
 
 

 

 

New Year Welcome 
 
The Corstorphine Fair Commit-
tee are organising a New Year 

Welcome beside the Christmas 
Tree, outside the Old Parish. 
 
Come along at 11.45pm on Tues-
day 31st December and wel-

come in the New Year to the 
sound of the pipes and a giant 
Auld Lang Syne! 
 

Everyone welcome! 

 

Bake Sale 
 

On Sunday 24th November, there was a Bake 
Sale in the church, organised by the Wee 
9.40am Service,  to raise money for hampers 
for Syrian refugee families in the city. Each 
hamper costs £35 and the total raised was 

£235 which was a fantastic amount!  Thank 
you to everyone who came along and donated 
cakes or bought them. 
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 Christmas at the Old Parish 
 

Tuesday 3rd December 
Christmas Switch on of Christmas Lights at 

6.30pm 

 
Sunday 8th December 

9.40am – ‘Wee Service’ in the Church Hall for 
families with young children 

10.30am – Christmas Gift Service 
 

 Wednesday 11th December    
7.30pm – Carols by Candlelight at the Old Parish 

(carols and stories) 
 

Sunday 15th December  

9.40am – ‘Wee Service’ in the Church Hall for 
families with young children 

followed by coffee and croissants 
10.30am – Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols  

(followed by mince pies and coffee)         

 
Sunday 22nd December 

9.40am – ‘Wee Service’ in the Church Hall for 
families with young children 

10.30am   Children’s Nativity Service   
(followed by mince pies and coffee)         

 
Tuesday 24th December – Christmas Eve 

6.00pm – Family Service 

11.00pm – Carols in Church 
11.30pm – Watchnight Service 

 
Wednesday 25th December – Christmas Day 

10.30am – Family Worship 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

For more information 
 please contact: 

www.churchofscotland.org.uk 
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Love Actually 
 

Every Boxing Day people across the land resolve that next Christmas will be different.  In Janu-
ary, when the bills arrive, they promise that next Christmas will be simpler, less indulgent and 
cheaper.  According to Money Supermarket, almost 10% of people will still be paying for Christ-
mas well into next year.  Perhaps next year, by refusing to conform to every tradition and eve-

ryone’s expectations, we will recapture the wonder, the magic and the awe of Christmas and 
‘remember what it’s all about’. 
 
November magazines include articles on how to approach Christmas – ‘Twenty Six Ways to Sim-
plify Christmas’; or ‘Five Reasons Why I’m Not Simplifying Christmas’.  There are some radical 

work-saving, stress-busting, money-saving strategies out there.  One woman recommends leaving 
the Christmas tree fully decorated all year.  Hers has been in the corner of the sitting room, 
festooned in tinsel, baubles, lights and all, for sixteen years.  It’s true.  For most of the year it 
is wrapped in sheets with the reminder, ‘Do not open until December’. 
 

Perhaps, after all, even on Christmas Day, reflecting on how simple or how 
lavish it has been is to miss the point.  Maybe, as we approach Christmas, 
we do not need a to-do-list and a credit card so much as a Grinch-like reve-
lation: 
 

‘Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before!  
What if Christmas, he thought, doesn't come from a store?  
What if Christmas ... perhaps ... means a little bit more!’ 
(Dr Seuss, How the Grinch Stole Christmas!) 

 
A German proverb goes: ‘The main thing is that the main thing remains the 
main thing’.  That seems a pretty good definition of simplicity to me: recognising the extraneous 
and superfluous for what it is and focusing on ‘the main thing’.  Authentic simplicity has to be an 

inward reality before it bears the fruit of an outward lifestyle.  Attempts to create the outer 
beauty without the inner actuality are doomed to legalism and frustration.   
 
‘The main thing’ is to recognise the significance of that first Christmas, the Nativity.  The birth 
of Jesus Christ was marked by astonishing simplicity.  The highpoint of history, the climax of 

eternity, was not marked with grandeur, pomp and pageant.  Rather, a pregnant teenager had no 
option but to deliver her child in the stark and smelly surroundings of a stable, the only warmth 
provided by the body heat of sheltering animals.  The first visitors were shepherds, who were 
considered the lowest of the low.  Jesus, the Bible tells us, did not come with majesty and opu-
lence, but ‘full of grace and truth’, to reveal God – a God who is love – and to bridge the gap be-

tween us and that lavishly loving God. 
 
Christmas is ultimately about love ... actually.  As Christina Rossetti’s carol puts it, ‘Love came 
down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love divine; Love was born at Christmas.’   Perhaps, as we 
make our plans, we should be less concerned with how simple or extravagant our Christmas will 

be.  Perhaps the touchstone of all that we do should be love: and how we respond to the extrav-
agant love of God and how we love those around us. 
 

Mission & Discipleship Church Without Walls Team 
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Duties for January 
 
 
 
 

Welcome and Uplift 
5th  Team 10 K Naish M Gordon  G Stewart  L Fitzgibbon K Henderson 
12th Team 1 L Allan H Brotherston K Hutchon  T Berry 
19th Team 2 S Bryson M McDonald P Baber  B Petherick-Kerr L Gorrie 

26th Team 3 B Black B Russell  C Calder  M Pearson   J Cassie 
              

 Sunday Beadles 
5th  D Pearson   12th  R Allan  19th  J Gorrie   26th  A Thom 
 

Bell Ringers 

5th  K Walker   12th  A Hay  19th  H Edwards  26th P Carnie 

  

                 Sunday Coffee 
5th The Guild        12th  L Sissons/M Gordon    19th  S Crisfield/L Petherick-Kerr 

26th  K Hutchon/L Allan 
 

NB  No Thursday Office Hour 
 

NB  No Wednesday Church Opening in January 

Duties for February 
 

Welcome and Uplift 
2nd  Team 4 M Stewart  M Watt  K Paterson  M Andrews 
9th Team 5 C Mckay  P Carnie  J Walker  M Hills  K Walker 

16th  Team 6 H Edwards  A Edwards  D Crichton  S Crisfield  J Cassie 
23rd Team 7 P Salton  E Stewart  D Cameron  R Ingle  J Hartil 
 
              Sunday Beadles 
2nd  D Pearson   9th  R Allan   16th J Gorrie  23rd  A Thom 

 
Bell Ringers 

2nd  R Ingle   9th  K Walker   16th  A Hay  23rd  H Edwards

  

                 Sunday Coffee 
2nd  The Guild  9th  D Crichton/L Ingle  16th  BB  23rd  B Russell/C Calder 

 
Thursday Beadle 
6th  D Drummond 

 

Wednesday Church Opening  

5th D Cameron      12th  J Cassie  19th  D Pearson       26th  D Davidson 
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St Kizito Hospital Matany — Uganda 

 

 

 

Every year at our Christmas Eve services, we donate the offerings taken at the Family Service 
and the Watchnight Service to two worthwhile charities, one local and one further afield.  In May 

2019,  Kirk Session decided it would be better to establish a continuous relationship with a chosen 
charity abroad in order to offer reliable support.  In 2018 we had established a relationship with 
St Andrew’s Clinics for Children, a Scottish charitable organisation, which has set up locally run 
clinics in six African countries over a period of 25 years.  Over 95% of all funds are spent directly 
in Africa on medicines and their delivery, particularly to the under-fives.  Its Director, Professor 

David Crompton, an eminent parasitologist, suggested the Children’s Ward at St Kizito would bene-
fit most from our help, as they are desperately short of funds.   In January 2019, we gave over 
£400 to this cause and hope to raise something similar this Christmas.  Brother Günther, the Ad-
ministrator of St Kizito, sent photographs and a full, appreciative report. 

St Kizito is a General Hospital with a bed capacity of 250 distributed through the departments of 
Obstetrics/Gynaecology, Internal Medicine, Tuberculosis, Paediatrics, and Surgery.  There is an 
HIV/Aids clinic and an antenatal clinic.  It is an extremely remote, underdeveloped and relatively 
insecure region of Uganda with very poor health indicators.  The hospital is known within the Kara-
moja region and beyond because of its dedicated, professional and compassionate services, follow-

ing the motto ‘We dress the wound, God heals it.’  The Training School is one of the best in 

Uganda. 

For more information about KiZito Hospital, please visit the website:   

https://matanyhospital.org/               
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Acorn Coffee Morning 
 

next meets in St Anne’s Church at 10am  
 

on Monday 16th December 
 

All Welcome 

 

Corstorphine Literary &  

Geographical Society 
 

Tuesday 6th January 
Dinnieduff— A Corstorphine Legend  

Prof Ian Campbell 
 

Tuesday 13th January 
Scottish Caribbean Connections 

Sir Geoff Palmer 
 

Tuesday 20th January 

Amber :  Tears of the Gods   
Prof James Floyd 

 
Tuesday 27th January 

Scottish Ballads, Dr Frances Dorward 

 
7.45pm in St Ninian’s Church. Membership 
£20 a year. Visitors £2.50. Please contact 
Valerie Thomson for more information on: 
0131 339 6115 
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Guild Week Sunday 
17th November 



  13 


