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Diary Dates 
 
5th Feb (Wed)  Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm in the Session Room 

6th Feb (Thurs)  Office Hour 7-8pm (no appointment necessary) 

9th Feb (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

13th and 14th Feb Church Office closed 

16th Feb (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

18th Feb (Tues)  Last date for March magazine material 

19th Feb (Wed)  Finance Committee meets at 7.30pm in Committee Room 

23rd Feb (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

27th Feb—10th March  Church Office closed 

1st March (Sun)  Sacrament of Holy Communion with services at 8.30am and 10.30am 

3rd March (Tues) Ecumenical discussion group at the Torfin from 7.15pm 

4th March (Wed) Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm in the Session Room 

5th March (Thurs) Office Hour 7– 8pm (No appointment necessary) 

6th March (Fri)  World Day of Prayer — Craigsbank Church at 2.30pm   

8th March (Sun)  Upside Down Service in Hall at 10.00am 

10th March (Tues) Ecumenical discussion group at the Torfin from 7.15pm 

11th March (Wed) Fabric Committee meets in Session Room at 7.30pm 

15th March (Sun) Service at 10.30am followed by Stated Annual Meeting in church.  

    All Welcome. Coffee served in church today. 

17th March (Tues) Ecumenical discussion group at the Torfin from 7.15pm 

21st March (Sat) Ben Kearsley Concert in Church at 2pm.  Entry by donation.  

 

 

Corstorphine Old Parish Church, Kirk Loan, Edinburgh EH12 7HD 

Scottish Charity number: SC016009 

Wee Service at 9.40am  -  Short service for families with young children.  Every Sunday, followed by cof-

fee and croissants. 

Sunday Worship at 10.30am  -  On the first Sunday of every month there is a short service of Communion at 

11.30am except March, June, Oct. and Dec. when there are services of Holy Communion at 8.30am and 10.30am 

Church Office  -  2A Corstorphine High Street EH12 7ST.  Office Open  : Tuesday-Friday  -  8.30am-1pm      

Contact details :  334 7864    corold@aol.com 

The Thursday Office Hour  -  In the Church Office, High Street Hall, on the first Thursday of every month 

7.00-8.00pm (except January, July and August).  No appointment necessary.   

Church Hall  -  High Street Hall, 2A Corstorphine High Street EH12 7ST  



     1 

Letter from our Minister 
 

Dear Friends, 

Happy new year! Although by now you might have forgotten the words of peace and goodwill 
shared by friends and strangers as the clock struck midnight on December 31st and in the first 
few days of 2020. By now you might be wrapping yourself up warm against the cold February 
wind and counting the days until spring comes and the days are lighter and the days warmer. By 

now you might still be counting your calories and your steps, pursuing the resolutions to follow a 
new hobby or get back in touch with old friends, or you might have fallen off the wagon, been 
tempted by Christmas chocolates left in the cupboard, decided that now isn’t the best time to 
take up tap dancing or roller blading and you’ll leave it until the summer.  

Happy new year! Will this year be the ‘same old same old’, or given the milestone that a new dec-
ade brings and a year containing a phrase for clarity of vision and perfect sight, will it be a 
springboard for new beginnings and greater expectations, and grand (or simple) resolutions? Be-
ginning a new year in the middle of our Scottish winter isn’t an easy incentive to begin again, to 
think anew because we are all still getting over Christmas and hibernating from the cold, and yet 

every year we are given the possibility of starting again, making changes, living more hopefully. 
The challenge is to keep that going throughout the year, overcoming some of life’s obstacles and 
finding blessings in the ordinary places of life. And if we think that January 1st is an inconven-
ient time to start afresh, then give thanks for the Chinese new year giving us a second oppor-
tunity to celebrate . . . 

In the gospels we meet people who have good resolutions around faith and family and community 
and yet find those resolutions challenging or too difficult to follow – fathers and sons who mis-
understand and hurt one another, mothers who try to encourage their sons and find themselves 

with a huffy teenager on their hands (even though the supposed teenager is a man in his thir-
ties), pharisees trying to uphold strict values yet finding themselves attracted to kinder ways, 
Romans asking questions and not sure about where to go next, disciples who promise fidelity and 
yet let the side down almost immediately. To all of these people Jesus offers understanding, 
forgiveness and possibility, time after, time after time – and he is the 30 year old that behaves 

like a huffy teenager so he knows all about falling short and making mistakes. 

Every day offers a new beginning and a chance to start again, to 
make amends and seek healing, and to do so in the company of one 

another, and of Jesus himself. Happy new year! 
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Guild News 
 & Diary Dates 

 
Tuesday 4th February at 2pm 

Crappit Heids and Barley Bannocks 
Maureen Kelly 

 
Tuesday 18th February at 2pm 
Edinburgh Guilds Together 
Craiglockhart Parish Church 
AGM and Syllabus Exchanage 

‘Valentine’s Tea’ 
 

Tuesday 25th February at 2pm 
Malawi Fruits—Growing the Future 

Guild Project 

Speaker—Keith Simpson 
 

Tuesday 3rd March at 2pm 
History of the Grassmarket 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Speaker—Keith Walker 
 

Friday 6th March at 2.30pm 
World Day of Prayer 
Craigsbank Church 

‘Rise! Take your Mat and Walk’ written by 
Zimbabwe 

 

Brenda Russell 
Joint Convener, Tel: 629 1456 

  

 

The Magazine Team 
 

As we begin another year of church life, it is 
customary and appropriate to record the ap-

preciation of the congregation for the ef-
forts of all who are involved in any way in the 
production, compilation and distribution of 
the Church Magazine and of Life & Work. 
 

This important and valuable service regularly 
brings news and information about the life 
and witness of the Kirk both locally and 
worldwide. In addition it is a service which is 
appreciated by those members of the congre-

gation who are unable to be at the church or 
participate in any of the church’s organisa-
tions.  
 
Many people now also access the church maga-

zine on our website :  
www.corstorphineoldparish.org or have it sent 
to them by email every month as an attach-
ment (therefore saving on postage).  If you 
would like to receive a copy of the magazine 

every month via email, then please contact 
Christine in the Church Office on 334 7864 
(corold@aol.com) 
 
I would like to take this opportunity of ex-

tending a heartfelt thanks to all of you who 
gather, type and print the articles, who con-
tribute articles, are part of the stapling team 
or distribute the finished product every 
month. 

 

David Drummond, Magazine Editor 

 

Wednesday Church Opening  
 

We are seeking more volunteers to help out on the occasional Wednesday morning, 10.30-12noon 
with the Church Opening. 
 
It is a pleasant way to spend a few hours on a Wednesday and you are able to pop in and collect a 
coffee to take over with you from the Friendly Hour Coffee Morning! 

 
If you would like to even try it once to see how you get on then please get in touch with Moira. 
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Sailors’ Society 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We thought you would like to see this photo-

graph of a sailor holding a knitted teddy that 
he is taking back to his family. Grateful thanks 
are given from Penny Salton on behalf of the 
Sailors’ Society to all knitters for their fabu-
lous contributions of hats, teddies, neck warm-

ers and gloves. The seafarers are really 
touched by knitters thinking of them and their 
families. Thank you to everyone in the congre-
gation and also from the Line Dance Class and 
the Easy Exercise Class for all the items that 

have been handed in.  There is no end date for 
the donations so Penny Salton or Christine in 
the Office are happy to receive knitted items 
at any time during 2020. 

 

Edinburgh Street Pastors  -  

Recruitment 
 

Edinburgh Street Pastors Volunteers' Train-

ing is taking place on: 
 

21st - 23rd and 28th February, 
and 13th - 15th and 20th March.  

 

Friday evening and Saturday part day ses-
sions are in Priestfield Parish Church, 2 
Marchhall Place EH16 5HW. Sunday after-
noon sessions are held in The Charteris Cen-
tre, 138 - 140 The Pleasance EH8 9RR.  

 
For further details contact: 

einburgh@streetpastors.org.uk  
or edinburghsp.training@gmail.com or  

phone 07523 267 906     

 

Walking Nativity 
 

A few photographs of our very successful Walking Nativity held on the last day of school term, 

when Bethlehem came to Corstorphine with a little help from the police, Corstorphine Primary, 
Dave at the Corrie Inn, Amanda at Costa and some Church of Scotland shepherds.   Thank you to 
everyone who helped in the organisation and the  carol singing at Costa. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    



Church Flowers for February 
(The name of the team member arranging the flowers is in brackets) 

 

2nd February  ____________________________ 
     (Sheena Crisfield) 
 
9th February  With loving and treasured memories of our son, Alan,  
    from Nan and Ian Stirling and family 

     (Mary Cooke) 
 
16th February  Sallie Bryson in memory of Joan 
     (Margaret Price) 
 

23rd February  In memory of Doreen Hood from Douglas and family 
     (Penny Salton) 

 
Thank you to everyone who made a donation for flowers over the Christmas period.  If you wish 
to donate flowers in memory on someone, or just for yourself, please contact me. 

 
Sallie Bryson  Tel: 334 2614 
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Stamp it out! 

With your help, Crossreach is hoping to stamp 
out loneliness and social isolation in Scotland! 
 

Sales of used new and old, UK and foreign 
stamps, postcards and medals will be used in 
2020 towards some of Crossreach’s  most im-
portant work in local communities by raising 
funds to bring people together and tackle 

loneliness and isolation through strategic pro-
jects. 
 
Please send your trimmed stamps (4mm - 8mm 
trim), postcards and medals to: 

 

Stamps, 
Charis House, 

47 Milton Road East, 
Edinburgh, 

EH15 2SR. 

 

 

Thank you. 

 
Church Christmas Tree 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Thanks are extended for the anonymous dona-
tion of the Christmas tree. It brings much en-
joyment to the congregation, children and our 
many visitors who attend for special services 
over the Christmas season.  



Guild Burns Lunch 

Our Burns Lunch was a great success and our grateful thanks go to Lorraine who catered for us 
so well. She was helped in the kitchen by Angus, Dougie and Brian, well done all!. We appreciate 
also Kevin who piped in the haggis and his excellent address to the haggis, Betty who sang so 
beautifully and to Graeme who  played a lovely selection of Burns songs. and to David who took the 

photographs. Thanks to the  Leadership team and all who helped set up and decorate the hall. A 
good time was had by all!  
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The Church is open to Visitors every Wednesday morning from 10.30am—noon.   

 

Service of Quiet Reflection every Wednesday in the Church from 12 noon  
 (lasts approximately 15 minutes). 

  All welcome! 

  Online Fraud 
 

We received the undernoted from Alan Simpson who is the Data Protection Officer for The 
Church of Scotland just before Christmas. 
 
Can we ask that everyone takes a minute to read this and if you have any questions please ask me. 
 
 “Some Congregations have reported attempted online fraud over the past few 

days.  These attempts use enough data to appear to be plausible requests for pay-
ment.  The fraudsters are using names of Ministers, Treasurers and Session Clerks in 

their attempts to trick members into making payments. 
 
 There are many variations on the theme, so the nature of the fraud attack will change 

regularly.  However these particular attacks all make use of real names.  So far (at time of 
writing) the vigilance of those involved has thwarted the attacks. 

 
 The fraudsters are relying on Congregation members and office bearers wanting to be 

helpful.  Especially so at this time of year, when everyone is busy and the holidays make it 
very difficult to seek advice. 

 

  My advice to Congregations is as follows: 
 

1.      If you receive a request or demand for anything involving money or personal data do 
not respond to it immediately.  Stop and think. 
2.      Question everything.  “Is this a normal request?”, “Is it unusual?”, “Would this per-

son ask me a question like this?” 
3.      Verify everything.  Twice.  Make sure you verify using a different method of com-
munication from the one used to send you the original message.  For example, if you re-
ceive an email asking you to respond using a telephone number, email address or web link – 
DO NOT USE IT.  Instead, find information from a source you know you can trust and use 

that instead. 
 

 How do they get the names and personal data they need to pretend to be someone you 
 should trust?  Often, they get it from the Congregation website.  It is now time to consider 
 the risks involved in publishing office bearer information online’.” 

 
Ramsay Allan 
Assistant Session Clerk. 
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Duties for March 
 

Welcome and Uplift 
1st   Count Only 
 Team 8 I Gordon  J Wakeford S McCaig  F Morrison  G Allan 
8th Team 9 A Christie  C Christie  J Darling  L Ingle  A Strathdee 
15th Team  10 K Naish  M Gordon  G Stewart  L Fitzgibbon K Henderson 

22nd Team 1 L Allan  H Brotherston K Hutchon  T Berry 
29th Team 2 S Bryson  M McDonald P Baber  L Gorrie 
              

 Sunday Beadles 
1st  8.30am D Pearson  10.30am A Thom   8th  R Allan   15th  J Gorrie 

     22nd  R Allan   29th  A Thom 
 

Bell Ringers 

1st  8.30am  R Ingle 10.30am K Walker   8th  A Hay    15th  P Carnie 

    22nd H Edwards   29th  R Ingle 

  

                 Sunday Coffee 

1st  The Guild  8th  P Carnie/M Hill  15th  J & A Thom   22nd  L Gorrie/J Walker 
29th  L & R Allan 

 
Thursday Office Hour Beadle 

S Bryson 

 
Wednesday Church Opening 

4th  D Drummond 11th  G Stewart  18th  A Broom (Cor Trust)  25th S Clarke 

 

Concert in the Church with Ben Kearsley 

Saturday 21st March at 2pm 

 

 

 

 
 

Ben will be playing Spanish Romance, Malaguena, Classical Gas, Harry Lime Theme, music by the 

Beatles, Cavatina, Asturias, plus much more well known, folk, pop and film music. 

 

Ben is from Edinburgh and has been playing and teaching for 33 years. He teaches for the Universi-

ty of Edinburgh.  For more information please visit his website at :   www.benkearsley.com  
 

£5 suggested donation on entry  

(with half the proceeds going to church funds) 
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Welcoming Syrian Refugee Families to our Community 
 

Back in October last year, we attended an event organised by Corstorphine Churches Together 
and Scottish Faiths Action for Refugees to learn more about the lives of the 100+ Syrian refu-
gee families that have been housed in Edinburgh.  

 
Despite already knowing something of the awful journeys that people make and the terrible situ-
ations that make them flee their homes, the evening was a real eye-opener for me and all who at-
tended. We learned that many refugees were forced to leave their homes with little more than 
their clothes and what they could carry, often leaving families and loved ones behind.  Unfortu-

nately, after their ordeal and desperate journeys, their new lives in the UK are far from perfect. 
We learned of the many issues that affect these families, how they have to live on very little, 
with no rights or assistance, understanding little of the culture and often being made to feel un-
welcome in their new neighbourhoods. 
 

At the end of the evening, we were told about ways we can help Syrian refugee families to feel 
more welcome and secure and offer practical help. One of the suggestions was to fund a welcome 
hamper of Syrian food and to deliver it to a local Syrian refugee family. The families at the wee 
service thought this was a great idea and we organised a bake sale to raise the money needed to 
buy the hamper. We collected the hamper at the end of November from The Central Church in 

Edinburgh (it was actually two very large Christmas bags for life full of all sorts of wonderful 
and exotic-sounding Syrian foods and, of course, a chocolate advent calendar). We were also giv-
en the name and number of the family we were to deliver it to and after a few text messages, we 
agreed to visit them at their home. 
 

Moira and I visited the family on a wet December morning and were accompanied by my daughter, 
Skye (4). We were very warmly greeted by the family, who were very pleased with their hamper 
and enjoyed a lovely visit where we were treated very well, being presented with cups of (very 
strong) Turkish coffee and Syrian biscuits. During our visit we learned a bit more about the fami-
ly, their travels from Syria to Edinburgh, via Egypt and Turkey, the fact that they have been 

separated from their families (who are mainly in Turkey) and the fact that they are very happy in 
their new home in Edinburgh. The husband has found part time work in a coffee shop and the 
wife (Barra) travels daily to Sighthill College to study English (their English was brilliant, by the 
way). They have a beautiful daughter (Leem) who had just celebrated her 3rd birthday and is 
starting nursery here this month. She was very excited by the advent calendar we brought with 

us (even more so when Moira pointed out it was the 6th of December, so she could eat 6 choco-
lates!). I felt humbled when she brought out her small bucket of toys to share with Skye, happily 
pointing to the pink balloons that still decorated the walls of the flat from her birthday. 
 
A couple of weeks later, I returned to visit the family with a few good toys and clothes that my 

daughters had grown out of, which Leem accepted with great excitement. We have made ar-
rangements to meet again soon and I hope to keep up our visits and friendship. The gift of the 
hamper, paid for by the generosity of the congregation of the Old Parish has really let this lovely 
family who have suffered so much, know that they are welcome and valued in our community. Oh, 
and it turns out that the Old Parish congregation really love cake, because through the bake sale, 

we raised much more than we needed to pay for a hamper. In fact we raised enough extra to 
fund one of the regular Syrian Refugee Family Lunches hosted at the Central Church in Edin-
burgh. This took place on 18th January and I went along to help serve the food and meet more of 
the families. If you are interested in coming along to help at any future events, let Moira know. 
Thank you to everyone who helped arrange and fund the hamper, it was a real privilege to be able 

to deliver it. 
 

Julie Dunn    (Please see photo on Page 9) 



Parish Records 
 

Deaths  

12th  December 2019 Sophie Anderson, Murray Cottages (ED7) 

16th January 2020 David Swanston, Corstorphine High Street 

22nd January 2020 Heather Robertson, Archview Lodge, Dalkeith 

 

Baptism 

29th December, Innes David Campbell, son of Jennifer and Alan Campbell, Tyler’s Acre Road 

 

  Officebearers, Elders and Magazine Distributors are asked to note these announcements  

and to adjust their records accordingly 
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Discussion Group in Lent  
 

 
 
 
 

The ecumenical discussion group will be meeting during March on Tuesday nights, commencing on 
3rd March, at the Torfin from 7.15pm. For Lent we will be informally exploring some of the pic-
tures, poems and prayers in the book “The Art of Worship” by Nicolas Holtham. This is a collec-
tion of pictures from the National Gallery in London with short reflections which will easily 
start us off on an informal discussion about all sorts of topics! All are welcome.  

 
If you would like to join in please let Moira or Esther know.  (contact information on back page 
of magazine). 


