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Diary Dates 
 
3rd March (Tues) Ecumenical discussion group at the Torfin from 7.15pm 

4th March (Wed) Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm in the Session Room 

5th March (Thurs) Office Hour 7– 8pm (No appointment necessary) 

6th March (Fri)  World Day of Prayer — Craigsbank Church at 2.30pm   

8th March (Sun)  Upside Down Service in Hall at 10.00am 

10th March (Tues) Ecumenical discussion group at the Torfin from 7.15pm 

11th March (Wed) Fabric Committee meets in Session Room at 7.30pm 

15th March (Sun) Service at 10.30am followed by Stated Annual Meeting in church.  
    All Welcome. Coffee served in church today. 
 
17th March (Tues) Ecumenical discussion group at the Torfin from 7.15pm 

18th March (Wed) Finance Committee meets in the Committee Room at 7.30pm 

21st March (Sat) Ben Kearsley Concert in Church at 2pm.  Entry by donation.  

22nd March (Sun) Service at 10.30am 

24th March (Tues) Last date for April church magazine material 

24th March (Tues) Ecumenical discussion group at the Torfin from 7.15pm 

29th March (Sun) Service at 10.30am 

31st March (Tues) Ecumenical discussion group at the Torfin from 7.15pm 

1st April (Wed)  Kirk Session meets at 7.30pm in the Session Room 

5th April (Sun)  Palm Sunday  -  Service at 10.30am 

7th—10th April  Church Office closed 

9th April (Thurs) Maundy Thursday  -  Service of Holy Communion in the Old Parish at 7.00pm 

10th April (Fri)  Good Friday  -  Corstorphine Churches Joint Service in Carrick Knowe Parish  
    Church at at 7.00pm.  You are invited to meet at St Thomas’s, Glasgow Road, at 
    6.30pm for a short service and then walk together to Carrick Knowe. 
 

12th April (Sun)  Easter Sunday  -   
    Morning Worship at 10.30am followed by short service of Holy Communion 
 
14th—18th April  Gallery Art Exhibition in the Church Hall (see article on page 3) 
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Letter from our Minister 
 

Dear Friends, 

Experts say it takes between 21 and 66 days to form a new habit – that’s quite a difference of 
opinion, but the thinking is that 21 days of willpower is needed to remember to do what we said 
we would do and to change our lifestyles to incorporate our new habit, and then another couple 
of months to get used to doing what we set out to do and for it to become normal. Confused? I 

hope not . . . basically it takes around two months to make a new way of behaviour ‘normal’, which 
in the great scheme of life isn’t very long at all, but we all know that deciding to start something 
new, finding the ways and means to put it into action, remembering what we are trying to do and 
then not falling by the wayside as other temptations and habits pull us back, can take a long 
time. 

Lent lasts six weeks and is often used as a time of denial – refraining from alcohol or chocolate, 
trying to give up smoking or other habits that we know are bad for us. Despite our secular socie-
ty Lent has become used by more and more people to stop a bad habit and change something 
about their lifestyle, and when asked why they have stopped drinking or smoking or eating choc-

olate the reply ‘because it’s Lent’ seems to be understood and accepted. By the time Easter Day 
comes old habits have been grown out of, and coped with, and never gone back to, although for 
some people the period of Lent allows weight to be lost and money to be saved and has been a 
good break before returning to old habits. 

What if you don’t want to stop doing something, but use Lent instead to start something? What 
if we decided to speak up rather than simmer when someone says something we don’t think is 
right? That requires courage and a quick wit. What if we want to find something positive to say 
about every day rather than dwell in the general gloom that pervades our society? That takes 

some willpower too. What if we wanted to smile and say hello to strangers, or invite a neighbour 
round for a coffee, or get in touch with a friend or relative we’ve lost touch with – we might find 
ourselves snubbed or looked at in surprise or told to go away, but we might equally receive a 
grateful ‘thank you’ and discover a new friendship or rekindle an old one.  Habits don’t have to be 
ways of life we stop, but can also be ways of life we begin, and it is often small, everyday habits 

that can bind a community together, bring healing and hope, and discover common ground and 
laughter. 

The kingdom of God lies within our hands – and our words and our actions. Use Lent not as a time 

of denial, but as a time of healing and reaching out, and the changes we make will be changes we 
make for life. 
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Corstorphine Old Parish Church, Kirk Loan, Edinburgh EH12 7HD 

Scottish Charity number: SC016009 

Wee Service at 9.40am  -  Short service for families with young children.  Every Sunday, followed by 

coffee and croissants. 

Sunday Worship at 10.30am  -  On the first Sunday of every month there is a short service of Communion 

at 11.30am except March, June, Oct. and Dec. when there are services of Holy Communion at 8.30am and 

10.30am 

Church Office  -  2A Corstorphine High Street EH12 7ST.  Office Open  : Tuesday-Friday  -  8.30am-1pm      

Contact details :  334 7864    corold@aol.com 

The Thursday Office Hour  -  In the Church Office, High Street Hall, on the first Thursday of every 

month 7.00-8.00pm (except January, July and August).  No appointment necessary.   

Church Hall  -  High Street Hall, 2A Corstorphine High Street EH12 7ST  

Guild News 
 & Diary Dates 

 
Tuesday 3rd March at 2pm 

History of the Grassmarket 
Speaker—Keith Walker 

 
Friday 6th March at 2.30pm 

World Day of Prayer 
Craigsbank Church 

‘Rise! Take your Mat and Walk’ written by 

Zimbabwe 
 

Tuesday 17th March at 7pm 
Open Evening in aid of Guild Projects 
Cramond & District Community Choir 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Thursday 2nd April at 7pm 

Edinburgh Guilds Together/Currie Kirk 

Spring Rally—Musical Evening 
 

Tuesday 7th April at 2pm 
Business Meeting  -  Desert Island Discs 

Rev Moira McDonald 
 

Brenda Russell 
Joint Convener, Tel: 629 1456 

  

 

Gallery Art Club Exhibition 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Annual Exhibition of the Gallery Art Club 
takes place in the High St Hall from Tuesday 
14th until  Saturday 18th April, so please pop 

in and have a browse.   
 

Opening Times are:  
 

Tuesday 14th —Friday 17th April 

10.30am—4.30pm 
Saturday 18th April 
10.30am—4.00pm 

 
Younger visitors can spend time drawing in 

the Children’s Corner.  
 
Come along and have a browse and then enjoy 
a tea/coffee and traybakes.   
 

All Welcome 
Refreshments available 
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Welcome Team Members 

 Required 
 

As quite a number of longstanding volunteers 
are no longer able to undertake Welcome 
Team duties we are running short of people to 
maintain the current number of teams. 

 
Would you be willing to join a team? It means 
being on duty once every ten weeks - can you 
help please? 
 

Also, if you are already a member of a Wel-
come Team, would you be willing to take a 
'second turn' and join an additional team to 
help keep up the numbers? 
 

Please have a think about this and talk to Liz 
Allan (332 5809) or any member of the Wel-
come Team on a Sunday morning if you want 
some more information.  Please help. 

 

CCC Winter Programme 2020 
 
The CCC Hub in St John’s Road has a wide and 

varied winter programme including: 
 

IT Drop-in clinics, new babies group, men’s 
shed, chess club, gentle exercise, yoga, 

lunch clubs, meditation, craft club, walking 

group, sporting memory group, crochet and 
knitting, art group and Zumba. 

 
 
 

 
 

There is something for everyone.  For more 
information please contact: 

07580 659676 

www.corstorphinecommunitycentre.org.uk 
 

Or pop into the Hub on St John’s Road 
and collect a programme. 

 

 
90th Birthday Celebration 

 
Congratulations to Douglas Davidson 

(ED9) 
 

who celebrated his 90th Birthday 
on Saturday 8th February 2020 

at the Carrick Knowe Bowling Club 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Best wishes from everyone at 

 the Old Parish! 



Church Flowers for March 
(The name of the team member arranging the flowers is in brackets) 

 

1st March  Kirk Session 
    (Sallie Bryson) 
 
8th March  In memory of Lee Harris, a much loved Dad, Grandad and husband. From 
   Gillian Harris and Sandra Watson 

    (Linda Gorrie) 
 
15th March Elma Smith and family in memory of her mother, father and husband  
    (Sheena Crisfield) 
 

22nd March The Ingle family in memory of Karen 
    (Mary Cooke) 
 
29th March In loving memory of Janette Wakeford from Jennifer 
   For Matthew and Isobel Reaoch from the family 

    (Margaret Price) 
 
On Sunday 9th February, Nan Stirling and her granddaughter, Emma, arranged their own flowers.   
Thank you to them and to everyone who made a donation for flowers in February.  If you wish to 
make a donation for flowers in memory of someone, or just for yourself, please contact me.  Any-

one wishing to arrange their flowers themselves are very welcome to do so. 
 

Sallie Bryson  Tel: 334 2614 
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A REMEMBERING SERVICE 

 

Ecumenical and open to all 
 

For those who have suffered the loss of a child, 

from the beginning of pregnancy onwards, together 

with those who wish to come in love and support, to 

have time in quiet surroundings to fully recognise 

their loss and help with healing. 

 

Sunday 8th March at 6pm 
St John the Baptist Church 

 

This service may be helpful to anyone who 
feels that they have not had the opportunity 

to acknowledge and grieve for their loss 

 

Discussion Group in Lent  
 

 
 
 
 

The ecumenical discussion group will meet 
during March on Tuesday nights at the Torfin 
from 7.15pm. We will be informally exploring 
some of the pictures, poems and prayers in 
the book “The Art of Worship” by Nicolas 

Holtham. This is a collection of pictures from 
the National Gallery in London with short re-
flections.  All are welcome.  
 
If you would like to join in please let Moira or 

Esther know.  (contact information on back 
page of magazine). 
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 Christmas Gift to St Kizito Hospital, Matany 
 

The Christmas Eve Family Service and the Watch night Service in December 2019 were particu-
larly well attended.  From the offerings taken, the Old Parish was able to send £590 to St Kizito 
Hospital, Matany, Uganda to support the Children’s Clinic.  Warmest thanks were received from 

Prof. Crompton of St Andrew’s Clinic for Children, (STACC), and from Brother Guenther Nahrich, 
Administrator/CEO of the hospital. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Kizito Hospital, Matany, is in the district of Moroto in North East Uganda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Ward, St Kizito 
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Duties for April 
 

Welcome and Uplift 
5th Team 3  B Black   B Russell  C Calder   M Pearson   
12th  Team 4  M Stewart   M Watt  K Paterson   M Andrews 
19th    Team 5  C McKay   P Carnie  J Walker   K Walker 
26th   Team 6  H Edwards   A Edwards  D Crichton   S Crisfield   

              
 Sunday Beadles 

5th  D Pearson   12th  R Allan   19th  J Gorrie   26th  A Thom 
 

Bell Ringers 

5th  K Walker   12th  A Hay   19th  H Edwards  26th  P Carnie 

 

                 Sunday Coffee 
5th  The Guild  12th  B Russell/C Calder  19th D Crichton/L Ingle  26th  BB 
 

Thursday Office Hour Beadle 

2nd  R Ingle 
 

Wednesday Church Opening 

1st  D Cameron     8th  D Pearson        15th  D Davidson      22nd  M McMurdo      29th  D Drummond 

 

Concert in the Church with Ben Kearsley 

Saturday 21st March at 2pm 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Ben will be playing Spanish Romance, Malaguena, Classical Gas, Harry Lime Theme, music by the 

Beatles, Cavatina, Asturias, plus much more well known, folk, pop and film music. 

 

www.benkearsley.com  

 

£5 suggested donation on entry  

(with half the proceeds going to church funds) 



Parish Records 
 

Death 

9th February Doris Petherick, Stevenson Road 
 

Change of Address 

Jeanne Caithness, was at Ladywell Avenue (ED09) and is now at 

 The White House, Stockton on Tees, Cleveland, (Postal) 

 

  Officebearers, Elders and Magazine Distributors are asked to note these announcements  

and to adjust their records accordingly 

  7 

 

Guild Open Evening 
 

Cramond and District Community Choir 

 
 
 

Tuesday 17th March at 7.00pm 
High Street Hall 

2A Corstorphine High Street 

 
Ticket £10 (includes refreshments) 

Proceeds in aid of Guild Projects 
 

All Welcome 

 

Edinburgh Passion Play, Princes Street Gardens 
 

Cutting Edge Theatre is producing a large scale community wide project, telling the Easter Sto-
ry in ‘real time’ over the Easter Weekend. Volunteers are needed for all aspects of the play and 

if you think you can help please email: hello@edinburghpassion.com or visit 
 

www.edinburghpassion.com for more information 


