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Letter from our Minister 
Dear Friends, 
 
The very last Sunday in May this year is the day we celebrate Pentecost – the coming of the  
Holy Spirit, filling the disciples with strength and words to speak of their faith and propelling 
them out into the public places to proclaim good news and love. Is it too soon to hope that this 

year we might too celebrate Pentecost by opening our doors and coming out into public places? 
The lockdown has been difficult in so many ways for so many people, and yet most people have 
done what we have been asked to do and it seems our efforts are paying off, but our leaders 
proceed with caution – quite rightly – and have to weigh up the scientific evidence and wisdom 
around the pandemic, along with our need as human beings to interact and mingle and be out-

doors. Hold May 31st as a light of hope but let’s continue to follow guidelines to control infection 
and keep as many as safe and well as possible. 
 
I have been told many stories by people who have been touched by the kindness of others or 
who have reached out to others, some in the form of photographs, others by email or over the 

phone. Our older neighbours have been left food parcels on doorsteps, books posted through 
letterboxes, phone calls from friends and families. One of our members made lavender bags and 
knitted little baskets with Easter eggs which we distributed to some of the oldest and youngest 
members of our congregation. The lockdown has meant that people have heard birdsong without 
the noise of traffic to drown it out – in the manse we have heard the lions roaring in the zoo 

brought to us by the quieter streets and a westerly wind! Others have found little moments of 
joy – seeds growing and videos shared and ‘hellos’ to strangers as we have taken our daily walk. 
Yes, there have been times of despair and worry and sorrow and anger, but even at the darkest 
and lowest moments people have been touched by kindness and concern and care. Our Pentecost 
doesn’t have to be as dramatic as the first Pentecost to be as effective. The reaching out, seek-

ing out others, sharing snippets of good news and conversation all speak of the living loving God 
in our midst. 
 
Is there someone you have thought about over the past few weeks and wondered how they 
were? Someone you sit next to on a Sunday, without knowing their name, or how to contact 

them? Let me know and I’ll try to put you in touch. Could you send a card or an email, pick up the 
phone and enjoy a blether? Share some of your worries and listen to someone else’s concerns? 
Take your good intentions and make them real. Your words will heal and assure, your laughter will 
be very welcome, your hopes and fears shared and overcome. 
 

To finish on a personal note, my mum Ishbel died on April 22nd. So many 
of you, even though you didn’t know her, often asked after her and I 
passed on your good wishes to her, which she always appreciated. Thanks 
you for your love and support of Mum and of us in the Manse. 
 

Wishing you peace and light and love, 
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Easter during Lockdown 
 

We had an unusual Easter this year but still managed to listen to Moira reading Reflections for 

Maundy Thursday and also Easter Sunday, (via YouTube on the Website and Facebook) but also were 
able to decorate the church door (care of David and Dougie) and even have daffodils in the church 
(care of Sallie, our Flower Convener).  Thank you to David and Dougie for decorating the church 
doors. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         
 
 
 

   2 

 

Church Flowers 
 
I felt very sad that we could not gather in the church for our usual celebration on Easter Sun-
day and that the church would be devoid of flowers. There were still daffodils in my garden so I 
picked the freshest ones and went down to the church. I did not contravene social distancing as 
I was alone in the church!   

 
As I arranged the daffodils, I thought of the huge significance of Easter but also of the mem-
bers, friends and relations that we had lost, and were still to lose, during this 
pandemic.   
 

It will be wonderful when we can resume worship in the church and the flower 
team can get back to the work that we love. 
 
Keep safe! 
 

Sallie 
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Why are people putting rainbow pictures in their windows? 

 

 

 

In a nutshell, rainbow pictures have been placed in windows to cheer up passers by. 

These pictures are meant to offer a message of hope to the public during the coronavirus lock-
down. They have primarily been drawn by children urging people to keep positive, with rainbows 
showing that the sun follows heavy rainfall.  But it was also created so that children can go rainbow 
spotting whilst out for walks. 

People are now sharing their photos all over Twitter with #chasetherainbow. 

Where did the rainbow pictures in windows start? 

The rainbow pictures started in Italy, with the slogan "andra tutto benne" ("everything will be al-
right") spreading quickly across the country. It has since been adopted in the United States, Cana-
da, Spain, and now the UK with people looking to inspire with their beautiful coloured pictures. 

Parents and teachers have also been very supportive of the idea around the world, with children 
now able to show their creative side despite schools being closed. 

What about teddy bears in the windows? 

A letter was posted online, saying that some families with children were “Going on a bear hunt.”  

After that, it really took off and now every few windows you pass will also have a bear in the win-
dow.  Families with young children out for their exercise really love this.   

 

 

 

 

https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/11218992/children-rainbow-drawings-windows-coronavirus/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/topic/coronavirus/


 

Guild News 
 

It seems a long time since  we had our last 
meeting at the beginning of March. Our lives 
have all changed so much due to this dreadful 
Coronavirus pandemic, which we are all living 
with now in lockdown, unable to be with family 

and friends. Life is difficult and the future is 
unclear. But we will come through this and we 
will meet again.  
 
The Leadership Team are now  planning the 

Syllabus for 2020/21 and hope that we can all 
meet at our Opening Social at the end of Sep-
tember. We are here if you feel you need a 
chat. 
 

We give thanks to our wonderful N.H.S and all 
the other services who are risking their lives 
for us all. 
 
Stay safe and well.  Every Blessing. 

 

Brenda Russell 
Joint Convener Tel: 629 1456 

 

Sunflower 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Helen planted a sunflower seed as part of 
the craft at our last Upside Down service, 
talked to it and watered it every day and 
now it is this height. Linda, Howard, Cathe-
rine and Blair were in charge of that craft 

table on a day when we thought about con-
versations growing into friendships, and this 
sunflower plant is the result of a happy day 
and a new friendship. 
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Giving to the Church 
 

With the continuing lockdown and no Sunday services at the moment, we really appreciate that 
most people are able to continue giving to the Church by Standing Order.  If you give by WFO, 

please hold on to your envelopes and bring them to church when we go back on Sunday mornings.  
  
If you give by Open Plate you may want to consider setting up a Standing Order or make a direct 
payment if you are on internet banking. Our Bank Details are as follows:   
  

The Bank of Scotland, Corstorphine Branch, 206 St John’s Road, Edinburgh EH12 
8SH :  Sort Code:  80-02-27  :  Account No 00141676.   Account name – Corstorphine 
Old Parish Church. 
  
If you would like us to send you a Standing Order Form (plus, perhaps, a Gift Aid Declaration 

form) please just email Christine at corold@aol.com. or our Treasurer, Alistair Christie at treas-
urercorstorphineoldparish@btinternet.com  
  
Your giving contributes to the ongoing work of the Church of Scotland both locally and nationally 
and your continued support is much appreciated.  
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Sunday Reflection 
 

Although we are still unable to open the church on Sundays for services there is an online link to 

a weekly reflection from Moira, posted every Saturday evening on the church website (address 
below) and also on our Facebook page.  

 

corstorphineoldparish.org.uk 
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Letter from Australia 
 
Dear Friends at Corstorphine Old 
 
The current crisis sounds much worse in the UK than here. We will all get through this but it is 
not easy, especially for some. 

 
2020 has not been the  best. In Canberra we were  safe from the bush fires, but they came 
close so we were packed up and ready to evacuate at a  moment's notice.  What was dread-
ful  here, was smoke. Canberra is in a valley so smoke could not escape. Many friends with res-
piratory  problems could not go out. Our relatives from Glasgow postponed their trip here from 

February to October on our advice. They have been here three times and have made a lot of 
golfing friends. Golf courses were closed, as were all the beaches where bush fires raged.  
 
Then we received much needed rain after the long drought. Unfortunately it was accompanied by 
strong winds and hailstones the size of golf balls. Many cars were written off including our  

Grand-daughter's. The sun returned, and the pandemic arrived.  One could weep, but it is  bet-
ter to laugh. 
 
Like you, we are in lockdown. Despite my age, I can go to the radio twice weekly as usual as it is 
regarded as essential. But David cannot go to the zoo which is closed. We actually cope 

quite well staying at home. The garden has been planted with bulbs, seeds and cuttings all ready 
for Spring when this has passed. I have a bad back, but David gets out for a walk. 
 
The cupboards are being tidied and the freezer is full.. I really miss my daily swim, and David, 
his animals. I normally dislike the computer, but I take it all back. Church services go on line, as 

do my various dance, yoga and Tai Chi classes. Walking groups stay in touch with frequent mes-
sages, news and funnies. The management at The Grove retirement village where we  now live 
happily, send puzzles and activities and offer shopping and care services. Residents call out non-
sense to each other from a distance. We'll get there. 
 

Stay well and happy.  
 

Camilla and David Shaw 
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Corstorphine Emergency Response 
 
Corstorphine Emergency Response is a non profit organisation and is currently supporting the lo-
cal community in many ways. This would not be possible without our amazing volunteers. We re-
cently set up a phone number for older/ vulnerable people or people that are self isolating to use 

if they can’t get out for basic essentials, urgent supplies, medication or just a chat. We are cur-
rently working with a number of organisations such as local churches in order to help as many 
people as possible who can’t get out.  
 
If you require support please don’t hesitate in getting in touch ether with us or with your local 

church but please remember to stay safe and stay at home  
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Christian Aid Week  :   10th—16th May 
 

Christian Aid week falls in May and although our planned Christian Aid breakfast can’t go ahead, 

the work of the charity still goes on, so perhaps you could donate on line or through the post. The 
website has more details of this year’s projects and campaigns. 
 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week 
 

Love never fails. Coronavirus impacts all of us. But love unites us all. 
 
 
 

 

 

Catherine and Blair with the Easter baskets they received through the 
door from the Old Parish Easter bunny. 



Parish Records 

Funerals 
 

Jack Currie 

Ian Henderson 

Joan Salmond 

Dorrie Wilson 

George McCabe 

Winnie Ferguson 

 

Death of Church Member 
 

7th April   Janice Darling, Corstorphine Bank Terrace (ED17) 

25th April   Georgie Findlay, Monifieth Care Home (formerly Craigmount Terrace ED13) 
 

  Officebearers, Elders and Magazine Distributors are asked to note these announcements 

and to adjust their records accordingly 
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Janice Darling 
 

Janice Darling was brought up the Old Parish and was an elder here for many years, following in 
the footsteps of her father. Janice was a pupil at Corstorphine Primary, where she was Dux, and 
James Gillespie’s, and after school she joined the civil service in the department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Foods where she worked until she retired aged 64. Janice was a stickler for accura-
cy and detail, and although as an elder she often said very little at Kirk Session meetings, a raised 

eyebrow or pursed lips would tell us what she was thinking. 
 
Janice had a lovely chuckle and often found the funny side to human nature. She was a loyal dis-
trict elder and visitor and although she visited her sister Sheena in Spain twice a year, she found 
an extended family through Girlguiding, running our own Guides for many years, and then taking on 

a Rainbow and Brownie pack as well as serving time as District Commissioner. 
 
Janice could be matter of fact and straightforward, and in her own quiet way served the church, 
the Guides and the community of Corstorphine loyally and faithfully. 
 

We will miss the twinkle in her eye and common sense, her kindness and thoughtfulness, and it is 
hoped to hold,  later in the year, a service of thanksgiving and celebration of Janice’s life. 
  


