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Letter from our Minister 

 
 

Dear Friends, 

Here in the Manse some form of normality returned in August when our daughter started school 
again after the long summer holiday and the period of home schooling that came before that. 
The big change for us – Covid restrictions aside – has been Sophie’s move to secondary school, a 

school we are familiar with from her big brother’s days there, but also unfamiliar with as Covid 
restrictions have brought differences and uncertainty for staff, pupils and parents alike.   

As you will hopefully be aware of by now we have been able to reopen the church for Sunday 
morning worship, and it feels good to be back, although, like the school days, we are on familiar 

territory which is unfamiliar at the same time. Elders wearing face masks and holding hand sani-
tiser greet worshippers, along with a book for names and contact details to be recorded for 
track and trace systems, and social distancing means people sitting two metres apart. We can 
have a maximum number of 49 worshippers, there is no singing and the service is shorter. We 
are in a welcoming and familiar place, yet everything is different. 

For some of you who were shielding for many months, or simply unable to get out and about, you 
will have re-emerged to a familiar world that was very different – queues outside shops, face 
masks, pavements widened to allow social distancing. We have all very quickly learned a new way 

of behaving and interacting but are nervous and frustrated and unsure.  

What I have heard time and time again are words of worry and concern tempered by words of 
thankfulness and surprise – thankfulness for the kindness of neighbours and strangers, for help 

offered and friendships made. And surprise at who some of those offers have come from –the 
unexpected, the quiet, the offhand people in our community, who have seen needs and tried to 
help. And so once again we have seen the familiar but experienced the different and been pleas-
antly surprised and heartened by care and concern. 

Our times are strange and unknown, unsure and difficult to predict, but I hope that in the midst 
of challenging times  we can recognise and enjoy the words spoken by St Paul to the early church 
at Corinth, people who like us were facing change and uncertainty, who were seeking a ‘new nor-
mal’.  

He said ‘Faith, hope, love abide, these three: but the greatest of these is love’.  
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Alison Edwards 
 

Alison, who died in August of this year, was Session Clerk of the Old Parish for six years and 

brought to that role common sense, good humour and a questioning mind. She wanted to understand 
why we did what we did and if that ‘why’ was still relevant and needed. Alison would come round to 
the Manse to catch up on Session business and we would discuss topics ranging from politics to lit-
erature, family to holidays, sharing a lot of laughter and good fun. It was just as our time was run-
ning out and one of us had to go on to something else that we remembered we had Session business 

to discuss and better get that done quickly. 
 
Alison contributed to life at the Old Parish in many ways over the years – as a leader in Bible Class 
and as an elder, as a faithful worshipper and friend. She liaised with the St Andrew’s Clinics for 
Children in Uganda where our Christmas Eve offerings go to, building up relationships with the staff 

and organisers of the charity and taking a real interest in their work. Alison’s working life as a 
teacher of German meant that she enjoyed meeting people from a whole variety of backgrounds, 
and she happily reached out to strangers, making them welcome and quickly finding out about them 
and where they were from.  
 

Family and close friends gathered for a service of internment following Alison’s death in St Colum-
ba’s but we hope to hold a service of thanksgiving for Alison’s life in the Old Parish when circum-
stances allow. 
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Online Book Group 
 

During lockdown when the 9.40 service couldn’t meet, a suggestion was made to hold a book group 
via Zoom, allowing parents to see each other and set themselves a goal of not watching television 
every evening after the children had gone to bed. 
 
So far we’ve discussed two books – the first was ‘An American Marriage’ about an African American 

couple facing criminal accusations and a prison sentence, and the second was ‘The Beekeeper of 
Aleppo’ following the fortunes and misfortunes of a bereaved Syrian couple 
on their journey from war torn Aleppo, across Europe, trying to join family 
in the UK. Both novels have been harrowing and horrific for different rea-
sons, as well as hopeful, and both have provoked lively discussion about 

race, politics, refugees and faith. 
 
Our next read is ‘Old Baggage’ about an aging suffragette facing change 
and purpose in her life, and we plan to ‘meet’ at 8.30pm on Sunday 13th 
September. 

 
If you would like to join us let Moira know (moira-mc@live.co.uk) and she’ll 
send you a link for the meeting. 
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Edinburgh Street Pastors  -  

Recruiting Now 

 

Edinburgh Street Pastors are recruiting new 

volunteers. Training will take place on the 

weekends of 18th to 20th October and 15th to 

17th November and will be run on the Friday 

evening, Saturday part day and Sunday after-

noon of both weekends.  

 

If you are interested please email edin-

burghsp.training@gmail.com or call 07523 267 

906. For background information see 

Church re-opening 
 

After five months of lockdown we were able to re-open the church for worship on August 16th – 

not an easy feat given the requirements asked for by both the Scottish Government and the 
Church of Scotland. Ramsay Allan got out his measuring tape and worked out which pews could be 
used and how many could sit on each pew, PPE and hand sanitiser was picked up from Edinburgh 
Presbytery, entrances were marked and welcomers briefed about 
face masks and handwashing and track and trace measures. To 

keep air flowing we have to keep all three doors open, and we are 
not yet allowed to sing, but it is a joy to hear the bell ringing 
again, and to be encompassed by Archie’s playing. The service is 
shorter than usual, partly because we are missing four hymns, an 
introit and an anthem, but also because while we understand that 

face masks are necessary they aren’t easy to wear . . . no one has 
seemed upset so far by the 25 minute service! We are also re-
stricted to no more than 49 people in the building, and as more 
people feel comfortable returning to worship we will consider how 
we might ensure that no one is turned away. Watch this space. 

 
The Sunday reflections will still be available on the website and 
Facebook page. 

 

 

Guild News 
 

The Leadership team hope that you are all 

keeping safe and well in these uncertain times. 

By this time you should all have received your 

Guild Syllabus and letter for 2020/21 session, 

this year’s theme ‘The Extra Mile’  It will be a 

challenging time ahead as we wait to hear of 

the safest way forward for our Guild. 

We plan to have a DVD copy of the Guild ‘ Vir-

tual ‘ Annual Gathering which will take place on 

5th September. Please contact me if you would 

like to borrow this, a very uplifting experience. 

 

The way ahead is difficult, but whatever we 

face we do not face it alone,  Christ is right 

beside us, guiding and supporting us all.  
 

Brenda Russell  Co-Convener 

Tel 629 1456 
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To browse the catalogue please visit: 
 

shop.crossreach.org.uk 
 

Or telephone  0131 454 4374 to receive a catalogue. 

CrossReach Christmas Cards and Calendars 



Welcome Teams 
 

As Moira says in her letter, we may be back in church but things are a bit different to what we 

were used to pre-Covid. 
 
As we are using all three doors and some of the changes apply from the time we arrive at church 
it means that the previous welcome teams cannot cope with the ‘new’ increased duties. Apart 
from saying ‘Good morning’ and directing you to the hand sanitizer, someone has to take contact 

details and someone has to ensure that social distancing is observed when folk take a seat.   
 
These are all part of the conditions attached to obtaining permission to reopen. 
 
Therefore, we have decided to go for bigger teams on a rota basis using those members who were 

involved in the ‘old’ teams. You will see the proposed teams below. It is the intention to start this 
new rota from Sunday 20 September 2020. Please see rota below. 
 
However, I realise that some folk may feel uncomfortable about coming back to church at the 
moment and may prefer not to be a member of a ‘new’ team and this is fully understood. If that is 

the case, can I ask you please to let me know as soon as possible if you do not want to be in one of 
these teams. 
 
These proposed arrangements will help us to satisfy the current Covid regulations. Should the 
regulations change, we may be required to change but until that happens your support in these 

new teams is very much appreciated. 
 

Team A – Liz Allan; Hazel Brotherston; Kirsty Hutchon; Tracey Berry; Brenda Russell;  
   Christine Calder; Marlene Pearson; Pat Carnie; Graeme Stewart 

 
Team B – Sallie Bryson; Linda Gorrie; Maureen Stewart; Marion Watt; Kathleen Paterson;  

   Matt Andrews; Jim McBride; Helen McBride; David Drummond; Jane Walker 

 
Team C – Hugh Edwards; Doris Crichton; Sheena Crisfield; Ian Gordon; Jennifer Wakeford; 

   Sandra McCaig; Fiona Morrison; Graeme Allan; Katherine Naish; Lilian Fitzgibbon 
 

Team D – Alistair Christie; David Cameron; Rena Ingle; John Hartil; Carol Christie;  

   Keith Walker;  Alison Strathdee; Morag Gordon; Keren Henderson; Linda Ingle 
 
Liz Allan 
(H) 332 5809 
(M) 07791 532322 

(E)  lizallan16@gmail.com 
 

Sunday 20 September – Team A 
Sunday 27 September – Team B 

Sunday 4 October – Team C 
Sunday 11 October – Team D 

Sunday 18th October -Team A 
Sunday 25th October — Team B 
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Congratulations to 
 

Nan and Ian Stirling, Meadowhouse Road 
(ED23) 

 
    who celebrated their 

 

65th Wedding Anniversary 
 

on 2nd September 2020 

 
Best wishes from all  
At the Old Parish 
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Church Duties for October 

Sunday Beadles 
 

4th  D Pearson  11th  J Gorrie  18th  A Thom  25th  R Allan 
 

Bell Ringers 
 

4th  P Carnie  11th  H Edwards  18th  R Ingle  25th  K Walker 
 

Welcome Team 
 

4th October  Team C 
 

11th October  Team D 
 

 18th October  Team A 
 

25th October    Team B 
 

(please see the article on Page 5) 

 

 

Church Flowers 

 
 
 
 
 
 

It is wonderful to be back in church 
even with reduced numbers and a short-
er service.  It has been such a long time. 
Unfortunately we are not yet able to 
have flowers in the church for the ser-

vice. After the service, the church re-
mains locked for 72 hours before it is 
cleaned and then locked again.  It is not 
reopened until the Sunday morning.   
 

So I apologise to all of you who would 
like to donate flowers for someone.  As 
soon as the restrictions ease a bit more 
and it is practicable, we shall have flow-
ers in the church again. 

 
Sallie Bryson 
Tel: 334 2614  

email: sallie.bryson@btinternet.com  
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MacMillan Zoom Coffee Morning 
 

As with many other things this year our now annual MacMillan Coffee 

Morning is unable to take place as normal, due to current restrictions for 
all things related to Covid-19. However, thanks to technology we are still 
able to hold our coffee morning with a little bit of help from Zoom. 
 
On the 25th September anytime from 10 till 10.30 join us with your coffee 

and cake in tow. For a little bit of fun, I encourage you to wear something 
related to the colours of the MacMillan coffee morning as well. Green, 
white or purple. The details for joining us on this Zoom get together are 
as shown: 
 

Meeting ID: 759 9152 3199 
Passcode: MacMillan 

 

For donating to MacMillan this year a ‘Just Giving’ page has been set up. The details for it are 
as shown: 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/copcmacmillan 
 

Whilst I know this is far from normal as is so much else this year the work of MacMillan - of all 
charities for that matter - continues. But they are truly grateful of all the support they can 
receive more than ever. I hope you are able to join us for a rather unique occasion for a very 
important cause. 
 

Graeme Allan 
 

 

 
9.40am @ 6pm 

 
Because we are currently unable to use the hall on Sunday mornings, the 9.40am service has gone 
online …. And from Sunday 6th September will be meeting via Zoom at 6pm! 

 
Please contact Moira to be ‘invited’ to the service. 
 
 

about:blank


Parish Records 

 

Deaths 

 

22nd July  Moira Findlay, Hillview Terrace 

25th July  Alan Reekie, Broomhouse Grove 

2nd August Alison Edwards, St John’s Road  (ED3) 

7th August John Devlin, Broomhall Drive 

 

Tom Wakeford was at Broomhall Loan (ED26) and is now at Queen’s Manor Care Home,  

Queensferry Road (Postal) 

 
 

  Officebearers, Elders and Magazine Distributors are asked to note these announcements 

and to adjust their records accordingly 

 

 

 

   8 

 
 

Playgroup Wildflower Garden 

Many thanks to Keith and Hugh who tended the flowers and borders in the churchyard over lock-

down. You’ll see the fruits of their labour in the wildflower garden at the front of the church of-

fice door, and around the graves at the main door to the church. The playgroup planted wildflower 

seeds in the spring, but lockdown meant they couldn’t see their seeds grow, but now the patch is 

‘blooming’ with lovely colours and attracting wildlife. 

 



Church Contacts 
 
 

MINISTER    Rev. Moira McDonald  476 5893         moira-mc@live.co.uk 

 

WORKPLACE CHAPLAIN  Esther Elliott   07702 863342  esther.elliott@wpcscotland.co.uk 

 
 
ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER Dr Archie Ewing  552 3799  archieewing@blueyonder.co.uk 
     DMus, FFCM, LTCL, LLCM  
 
CHURCH  SECRETARY    Christine Mill   334 7864  corold@aol.com 
 

 
SESSION CLERK    Jane Walker   539 1080  janes.walker@virginmedia.com 
 
 
ASSISTANT SESSION CLERK Ramsay Allan      332 5809  ramsayallan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
TREASURER     Alistair Christie           07894484495      treasurercorstorphineoldparish@btinternet.com 
 

 
FABRIC CONVENER   Ramsay Allan      332 5809  ramsayallan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
MISSION COMMITTEE  
CONVENER    Carol Christie   334 4893  caroljchristie@yahoo.co.uk 
 
WFO CONVENER   Graeme Stewart   339 7718  gfstewart@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
 
CHRISTIAN AID CO-ORDINATOR Linda Ingle         444 2395 
         or 07530 988240 lindaingle@hotmail.co.uk 
 
PUBLICATIONS DISTRIBUTION  
ORGANISERS      Ken and Rena Ingle   334 9467  renaingle@hotmail.com 
 
ROLL KEEPER    Marlene Pearson  538 5592  mpearson_@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
GIFT AID CONVENER  Linda Gorrie   339 3687  lindagorrie01@gmail.com 
 
 
MAGAZINE EDITOR   David Drummond     334  5741  daviddrummond65@btinternet.com 
 
 
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER  Liz Allan   332 5809  ramsayallan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
PRESBYTERY ELDER   John Hartil   476 9761  johndhartil@blueyonder.co.uk   
  
 
REPRESENTATIVE TO CORSTORPHINE CHURCHES 
EXECUTIVE MEMBER   Jane Walker   539 1080  janes.walker@virginmedia.com 
 
 
THE GUILD  -   Joint Conveners Brenda Russell   629 1456  bgrussell@talktalk.net 
     Doris Crichton   477 0067  angusanddoris@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
BOYS BRIGADE (CAPTAIN)  Kevin Aitchison  334 7731  kevin.aitchison@moredun.ac.uk 
 
 
GIRL GUIDES    Joanne Newby   467 5900  jonewby1000@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
RAINBOWS     Debbie Scott   622 0487  debs73rainbows@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
BROWNIE GUIDES  
(Temporary Unit Leader)  Joanne Newby   467 5900  jonewby1000@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
FRIENDLY HOUR   Christine Calder  334 4597  mrsc1234@hotmail.co.uk 
     Doris Crichton   477 0067  angusanddoris@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
FRESHSTART LEADER  Jane Walker   539 1080  janes.walker@virginmedia.com  
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