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Diary Dates 
 
 

4th October (Sun)  Service at 10.30am followed by a retiring offering in aid of the 

     RAF Benevolent Fund 

7th October (Wed) Kirk Session Zoom Meeting at 7.00pm 

11th October (Sun)  Service of Harvest Thanksgiving at 10.30am 

     (harvest gifts may be left in the box on the bench outside the  church 

     from Monday 5th October) 

13th October (Tues) Last date for November church magazine material 

16th—23rd October  Church Office closed 

18th October (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

25th October  (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

1st November  (Sun)  Service at 10.30am 

4th November (Wed) Kirk Session Zoom Meeting at 7.00pm 

8th November (Sun)  Remembrance Sunday with one service only at 10.30am 

     (retiring offering on behalf of PoppyScotland) 

     Please note, there will be no wreath laying service at the War Memorial  

     this year. 

 

 
MacMillan Coffee Morning Zoom! 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
On the 25th September Corstorphine Old Parish held its first ever MacMillan Coffee Morning 

Zoom gathering, as we were unable to hold the Coffee Morning in the Church. Coffee, fellowship 
and even a quick anagram game on the names of biscuits - which Moira won - was enjoyed by those 
who took part. Although it’s not the same as meeting in person we were still keen to do what we 
could to help this very worthy cause. 
 

Donations this year were raised by both a ‘Just Giving’ page online and a ‘Biscuits for Donations’ 
scheme which ran for a few Sundays in the Church after services. A huge thank you to all who con-
tributed, as the final figure raised this year is £427. Our efforts in the past few years have been 
hugely appreciated by MacMillan and I know they will be again this year in particular.  

 

Graeme Allan  

 
 



Letter from our Minister 

 
Dear Friends, 

A few years ago we visited a castle in Yorkshire where on one wall of the visitors centre they 

had a timeline of royal marriages, births, deaths, successions and arguments. The mural showed 
the political machinations of remaining in power – marrying your former enemy’s daughter in or-
der to keep peace in the area or gain more land. It made fascinating reading. But what was more 
interesting was that underneath all that high falutin’stuff was a timeline of life for so called or-
dinary people – annual traditions and customs that brought thanks and celebration to otherwise 

hard lives, changes in land ownership that meant some prospered and others lost out, the out-
breaks of wars or plagues that depleted the population. It was plain to see that despite the fall-
ings in and out of the royal classes, and the plots and policies that were hatched up in places of 
power, for many people each day was just a matter of putting one foot in front of another, and 
everyday life carried on regardless of dynastic rivalries and marriages and treaties. 

I’ve remembered that mural often over the last few months when its sometimes felt as though 
we’ve been living in two realities. The first and dominant reality is that of Covid, and the chang-
es and challenges it has brought – the illness and sorrow, the new rules and regulations, the re-

strictions and worries about the future. But while that has dominated our news and our con-
cerns, everyday life has had to continue, all of us putting one foot in front of another, perhaps 
unable to plan anything in detail, but adapting to reduced circumstances and working from home. 
It has been strange living a normal life against the background of such major change and uncer-
tainty. No wonder this time has been compared to the war years, when I am sure birthdays and 

weddings and celebrations and events were marked as they always had been, albeit on a smaller 
scale. 

Now we find ourselves in autumn, with our usual Harvest celebrations curtailed – no special har-
vest services at schools or in churches, no decorations and produce from local gardens adorning 

the church building. None of the familiar hymns of thanksgiving. Yet without doubt harvest time 
is here and the rhythm of the land continues – crops are gathered, animals brought in for the 
winter, trees shed their leaves and there is a distinct chill in the air. Nature continues its cycle, 
day in, day out, regardless of what else we might be facing. There is a real comfort about this 
familiar time and this pattern of life that speaks to us of a greater wisdom and a timeless expe-

rience – bringing in the harvest, ensuring food for everyone, giving thanks for what we have 
joins us to our ancestors and those around us, as it always has, and reminds us of basic needs in 
times that are both familiar ad unfamiliar. 

This year tins, packets, treats can be brought to the church service on Sunday 11th October, 
and for those unable to come to the service there will be a box on the bench outside the church 
from Monday 5th October until the 11th where Harvest gifts can be left. Everything will be iso-
lated for 72 hours before being taken to the food bank at Wester Hailes Church.  

Your generosity, as always, is much appreciated. 
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Church Magazine 
 

Issued with every copy of the Church Magazine this month is a Magazine Donation envelope. This is 
to provide an opportunity for all who receive the Church Magazine to help offset the cost of paper 
and production. 
  
This year has certainly been an unusual year and a bit different for the church magazine.  In April 

we had an ‘Online Only’ edition, this being only one of two times since the magazine started when 
there was no paper copy printed—the other time was when the church secretary broke her wrist in 
January 2013!    
 
Magazines however were printed in May and June,  and given how many members of the congrega-

tion were over a certain age, or shielding, we were amazed and delighted how many (when ap-
proached) were eager and willing to carry on distributing the magazines, we received lots of com-
ments from them saying how they wanted to get out and enjoy the fresh air and do their bit to help 
out.  We would like to pass on our thanks to them all.  The other difference, with the church being 
closed, was that instead of collecting the magazines from the church or the church office, Jane 

and Keith Walker kindly dropped off all the bundles of magazines at the distributors’ homes. 
 
The church and the church office are now open again and gradually the way we collate and distrib-
ute the magazine is getting back to normal. 
 

We have always sent out copies of the magazine via email and there has been a big increase in the 
number of requests for this as well over the months of the pandemic and also people reading the 
magazine online from the church website. 
 
There are nine copies of the Church Magazine produced in a year.  The cost of producing the maga-

zines continues to rise and a donation of £5 is suggested.  We would be grateful if envelopes could 
be returned as soon as possible and certainly within the next four weeks.  If you are one of the 
many readers who enjoy the magazine online or by email and would still like to make a donation, 
please contact Christine in the church office for the church bank details (corold@aol.com or 334 
7864) or alternatively you may send a cheque to the Office. 

  
As in previous years, those who receive their magazine by post will receive a separate request for 
the cost of postage if they wish to continue. 
 
We are pleased that our members continue to enjoy reading about life in the Old Parish.  Please re-

member to let us know about special birthdays or anniversaries that we could include. 
  

 David Drummond, Magazine Editor 
 www.corstorphineoldparish.org.uk 
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Workplace and Community Chaplaincy in Lockdown  
 

One of my last pre-lockdown experiences back in March was that of helping the Provost at St 

Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral in the West End deep clean the building’s toilets. To this day, I still 
don’t really know how I managed to get involved in that other than having a general disposition to 
try to be helpful. It stands out in my memory though as the first of many novel and slightly bi-
zarre work things that I’ve been doing ever since.  
 

Last year my work as a chaplain involved lots of visiting workplaces, having face-to-face conver-
sations with people and facilitating small groups. Since March I’ve obviously not been able to do 
any of that. Many of us have got used to having conversations via the computer and I’m no ex-
ception. So, my regular meetings of national workplace chaplains, national airport chaplains and 
of local ministers have been moved on-line. I’ve learnt a whole new set of skills in listening in-

tently but I still can’t get the hang of being kicked under a virtual table by a colleague up to 
mischief! Alongside this I added in a whole series of new regular on-line meetings. Firstly, many 
of the staff from local voluntary organisations started to meet up once a fortnight to talk about 
emergency help and support, particularly through lockdown. Secondly, well there was the ‘Busy 
Bees’ Zooming..…  

 
Busy Bees is a chain of nurseries for pre-school children. I had 
regularly visited the one in Edinburgh Park for the whole of last 
year. It is a busy place with around 30 staff and some guinea 
pigs. The nursery kept going for a week or so during lockdown 

but then all the staff were furloughed and suddenly stuck in 
their individual homes. So I started a weekly drop-in coffee 

time. We had quizzes and competitions. We talked, as we would have done if I’d been around in 
the staff room while staff had a break, about noisy neighbours, recipes, family issues, stress, 
births and deaths and how the children were. We saw into each others homes and, I think, each 

others lives outside work in ways we would never have done without lockdown. When the nursery 
was allowed to reopen we stopped and I took them a cake.  
 
Staff from other workplaces have kept in touch through other technological means; Facebook, 
Twitter, Messenger, Text, Email, Slack, Teams, Whatsapp. I often feel like I am walking round 

the internet or the app store rather than walking round the buildings of West Edinburgh! It’s a 
way of being with people that has its benefits – you don’t have to wear a facemask when talking – 
and its drawbacks. Most of all, I am acutely aware that I don’t know where this novel and slight-
ly bizarre way of walking alongside people is going, what difference it is going to make to how we 
support each other, how we are human and how we talk about faith. But I do like to remind my-

self that the Israelites on their great journey through the desert after the Exodus didn’t have 
a clue where they were going either.  
 
If you would like to talk about Workplace chaplaincy some more, do drop me an email or give me 
a ring.  

 
Esther Elliott 

esther.elliott@wpcscotland.co.uk 
07702 863342 

 

  



 

Gifts for Harvest 
 

As Moira has mentioned in her letter, please bring along your Harvest gifts either to church 

on Sunday 11th October or you may leave them in the box that will be on the bench outside 

the church main door every day from Monday 5th October until Sunday 11th.  72 hours after 

our Harvest Thanksgiving Service, all donations will be taken to the Wester Hailes Church 

food bank. 
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Church Duties for November 

Sunday Beadles 
 

1st  D Pearson      8th  J Gorrie         15th  A Thom   22nd  R Allan     29th  D Pearson 
 
 

Bell Ringers 
 

1st  A Hay       8th  H Edwards  15th  R Ingle   22nd  P Carnie      29th  K Walker 
 
 

Welcome Team 
 

1st  Team C     8th  Team D    15th  Team A    22nd  Team B       29th  Team C 
 

Team A – Liz Allan; Hazel Brotherston; Kirsty Hutchon; Tracey Berry; Brenda Russell;  
   Christine Calder; Marlene Pearson; Pat Carnie; Graeme Stewart 

 
Team B – Sallie Bryson; Linda Gorrie; Maureen Stewart; Marion Watt ; Jim McBride;  

   Helen McBride; David Drummond; Jane Walker 
 

Team C – Hugh Edwards; Doris Crichton; Sheena Crisfield; Ian Gordon; Sandra McCaig;  
   Fiona Morrison; Graeme Allan; Lilian Fitzgibbon 

 

Team D – Alistair Christie; David Cameron; Rena Ingle; John Hartil; Carol Christie;  
   Keith Walker;  Alison Strathdee; Morag Gordon; Keren Henderson; Linda Ingle 

 

If you are on duty, please be in the church by 9.50am. 
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9.40am @ 6pm 

 
Our Sunday 6pm online Zoom meetings 
take place every week for our 9.40am 

families.   
 
Please contact Moira to be ‘invited’ to 
the service. 
 

 


