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Diary Dates 
 

3rd Feb   (Wed)  Online Zoom Kirk Session meeting at 7.30pm 

7th Feb  (Sun)  Online Reflection available on our website and FB page 

7th Feb  (Sun)  Zoom Family Worship  -  Sunday 9.40am@6pm 

    (Please contact Moira for log-in details -  moira-mc@live.co.uk 

    or 0131 476 5893) 

10th Feb (Wed)  New Zoom Wednesday Coffee Morning from 10am—11.30am  

    (please see article on Page 3) 

 

 

 

14th Feb (Sun)  Online Reflection available on our website and FB page 

    Zoom Family Worship  -  Sunday 9.40am@6pm 

17th Feb  (Wed) Wednesday Coffee Morning from 10am—11.30am  

21st Feb (Sun)  Online Reflection available on our website and FB page 

    Zoom Family Worship  -  Sunday 9.40am@6pm 

23rd Feb (Tues)  Last date for March magazine material  

23rd Feb (Tues)  2021 Lent Online Course commences 7.30pm-9.00pm  

    (please see page 9 for further details) 

24th Feb (Wed) Wednesday Coffee Morning from 10am—11.30am  

28th Feb  (Sun)  Online Reflection available on our website and FB page 

    Zoom Family Worship  -  Sunday 9.40am@6pm 

2nd March (Tues) 2021 Lent Online Course  :  7.30pm-9.00pm  

3rd March (Wed) Wednesday Coffee Morning from 10am—11.30am  

    Online Zoom Kirk Session meeting at 7.30pm 

5th March (Fri)  World Day of Prayer 

7th March (Sun)  Online Reflection available on our website and FB page 

    Zoom Family Worship  -  Sunday 9.40am@6pm 

9th March (Tues) 2021 Lent Online Course  :  7.30pm-9.00pm  

10th March (Wed) Wednesday Coffee Morning from 10am—11.30am  

 

 

 

Church Office 

Christine is currently working from home but now only on Tuesday and Friday mornings from 

8.30am-1pm.   She can be contacted at corold@aol.com or you may contact Moira at anytime on  

0131 476 5893. 

 

 

 



Letter from our Minister 

February 2021 

 

Dear Friends, 

Spring is coming . . . it really is, although the cold weather and ice might make us think differently, 
but if you look closely you can see green shoots appearing above the dark earth and I’ve even heard 

reports of snowdrops in Corstorphine. Spring is coming, and goodness me, don’t we need to hear that 
– the promise of light and warmth and longer days, that new life is emerging, and what we know and 
recognise and value about nature is bringing hope once more.  

I think this lockdown, for many, is far harder than the last. We entered the first lockdown in March 
last year in a sense of shock and surprise, but also with a determination to get through it. The warm 
days that enticed us into back gardens and encouraged daily walks meant that we saw others, albeit 
from a distance, and could wave or shout greetings from one side of the road to the other. But this 
time round we are less buoyant, less optimistic, because the days are dark and cold, and the effects 

of isolation and grief and uncertainty are taking hold, although many local people have received the 
first vaccination with a date in their diaries for the second and are very grateful for that happen-
ing. 

I hope in writing those words I haven’t made you feel worse! Rather I hope that if you are feeling 
low and fed up, you’ll know you are not on your own, and others are feeling the same way. Sometimes 
just a short phone call or a written note and a trip to the post box can bring cheer and sympathy 
and laughter despite a few tears. Is that something you could do to cheer up your friends, and your-
self in the process? We are planning to have zoom coffee mornings on Wednesday mornings from 

the 10th of February – a chance to make yourself a coffee and log in to see a few familiar faces and 
share some stories – you can pop in and out as suits you, and in doing so you’ll bring sunshine into the 
lives of others. Joining details are in this magazine and on the website and Facebook pages of the 
church, and it would be lovely to see you. 

Often it is the small things in life that bring us joy – I’ve mentioned the snowdrops already, and a 
phone call or letter. Jesus spoke about the ordinary and every day aspects of life speaking of the 
kingdom of God – sparrows and flowers to name two, containing beauty and persistence and joy, alt-
hough easily unnoticed or taken for granted.  

My love to all of you, as we seek signs of spring, and put our best foot forward, and especially as we 
curl up occasionally and find ourselves low. Spring is coming, and light is returning. 
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Guild News 
   

What a start to 2021 we have all had, but as we journey into this year’s theme‘, The Ex-
tra Mile’ we hope that as we all start to receive the vaccine, that we will be able to meet 

again soon  and share fellowship with one another once more. 
 
Work at local and National levels continue and plans have been made for the new pro-

jects which will be launched in April. 
 

Project totals  so far are:-   
 
   Crossreach                          £77,259.31                 

   Boys Brigade                       £80.873.90                      
   Sailors’ Society                   £59,957.91               

   Journeying Together           £59,687.27                   
   Seema’s project                 £76,394.97 
   Malawi Fruits                     £66.019.25 

 
 

Despite the pandemic The Guild have still managed to raise an incredible amount with 
still a few months to go.   The Guild Office have given a few ideas as to how we can sup-
port all the projects. 

 

• Buy a project gift card as a present from £5.00 

 

• Collect £1 or 20p in a smartie tube  

 

• Thanksgiving jar - each time you sit down for a meal, put a coin in a jar to 

give thanks for what we have and for the Guild. 
    
Our Guild has not been meeting in the usual way but we have not gone away. The Leader-

ship Team hope that you are keeping well and staying safe. This is a trying time for us 
but we  look forward in faith to better times ahead. 

 
Every blessing, 
 

Brenda Russell 
Joint Convener 

Tel 629 1456 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Photograph of last year’s Burns Lunch 
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Wednesday Coffee Mornings 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pop in and out from 10am until 11.30am every Wednesday beginning on 10th February 
  

Join Zoom Meeting 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5471511186?pwd=S1BQalM5WlNRd3hraHZFeExMalh3QT09 
  

Meeting ID: 547 151 1186 
 

Passcode: COPC 
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The Magazine Team 
 
Normally in February we give thanks to 

our magazine team.  2020 and now 2021 
are like no other years since the magazine 
began but during the Pandemic we have 
continued to produce the magazine 
(sometimes online only as is the case with 

the February magazine) and more im-
portantly we have been able to continue 
distributing it.  During the first lockdown, 
our volunteer distributors were happy to 
deliver them locally as part of their exer-

cise regime.  This is not possible at the 
moment but we are hoping the Guidelines 
will change. 
 
But on a more positive note, more people 

than ever are now enjoying the magazine 
via Facebook, on our Website, or it is be-
ing sent to them as a pdf from Christine 
in the Church Office. 
 

If you would like to make sure that you 
don’t miss a copy any month, please just 
send your email address (or that of a 
friend or relative in the Old Parish) to 
Christine at corold@aol.com to be added 

to our magazine mailing list. 
 
There are different arrangements in 
place for those who receive  Life & Work 
and Rena Ingle will be in touch with you. 

 
The magazine, whether the printed ver-
sion, or online, is an important and valua-
ble service which regularly brings news 
and information about the life and witness 

of the Kirk both locally and worldwide and 
is particularly appreciated by those mem-
bers of the congregation who are unable 
to be at the church or participate in any 
of the church’s organisations.  

 
 

David Drummond 
Magazine Editor 

 

Invisible Covid 

Invisible God 
 

Here we all are in a war against COVID  
It’s stealthy - of that we’re aware! 

We can’t hear it, can’t see it, can’t feel smell 

or taste it, 
But know - all too well- that it’s there. 

 
Thank God for equipment, computers and 

phones, 

And for all front- line staff of our realm 
Pray for public compliance with all the  

restrictions, 
So NHS is not overwhelmed.  

 

The deadly mutations would go undetected  
Except for our scientists cutting edge skills 

Pray vaccines will manage to counter the  
virus 

And limit the number of people it kills. 

 
Some scorn the idea that God is in charge 

But for others their faith unimpaired  
They can’t hear him, can’t see him, 

Can’t feel, smell or taste him 

But know in their hearts that God’s there. 
 

Written by Ord a member of  
St Anne’s Parish Church 
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FreshStart Welcome Space 
 
Work has begun on our new Community Hub – ‘FreshStart Welcome 
Space’. The Shop and Pantry will open in the new premises in February 
2021 and ‘Fresh Start Pantry’ continues to run regardless of the noise 
of saws in the background!  

 
Since opening in June in the middle of a global pandemic, Fresh Start 
Pantry has supported over 500 people in North Edinburgh (pantry 
members and their families). A recent audit of the Pantries revealed 
that for a small weekly fee members get over £20 worth of food – 

and a household weekly visit can save over £780 a year. 
 
A huge THANK YOU to you all for your continued support for Fresh 
Start and Fresh Start Pantry. 

 

Fresh Start Pantry is a community food club offering food with dignity. 
 

For more information, please visit: 
https://www.freshstartweb.org.uk/fresh-start-pantry 

 

 

Angel Wings 
 

Over Christmas, some Angel Wings appeared on the door of the Old Parish Church, Lots of 
people had fun taking selfies with the wings—and here is Moira with hers! 
 
Thanks are given to Specialized Signs Corstorphine for producing the wings and local artists, 

Rachael and Eleanor for the artwork. 



 
9.40am @ 6pm 

 
Our Sunday 6pm online zoom meetings con-
tinue to take place every week online for 

our 9.40am families.  Please contact Moira 
for the zoom invite. 
 
 

 
The statements below were written by schoolchildren in response to a 
test about the Old and New Testament. Spelling and punctuation have 

been left as they originally answered! 
 

 The seventh commandment is thou shalt not admit adultery. 
 
 David was a hebrew king who was skilled at playing the liar. He fought the Finkelsteins,  

 a race of people who lived in biblical times. 
 
  Solomon, one of Davids sons, had 300 wives and 700 porcupines. 
 
  When Mary heard she was the mother of Jesus, she sang the magna carta. 

 
  Jesus enunciated the golden rule, which says to do unto others before they do one to you. 
 He also explained a man doth not live by sweat alone. 
 
  St. Paul cavorted to christianity, he preached holy acrimony, which is another name for 

 marraige. 
 
  Christians have only one spouse. This is called monotony. 
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Church Christmas Tree 
 

Thanks are extended to the member of 
our congregation who generously sends a 
donation every December for the pur-
chase of our Christmas tree.  Although 
this last Christmas there were few ser-

vices and a very limited congregation, the 
tree brought a sense of normality and 
hope for 2021.  
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Parish Records 
 

Deaths 
 

27th December  Cathy Mitchell, St John’s Road 

 

30th December  David Warnock, Wester Broom Gardens 

 

2nd January   Rev Bill Hill, Murrayfield Road    

 

2nd January  Alice Mitchell, Broomhall Road    

  

4th January  Bill Ross, Murrayside Care Home   

 

10th January  Hamish Gillon, Murrayside Care Home  

 

16th January  Helen Thomson, Lorimer Care Home 

 

Officebearers, Elders and Magazine Distributors are asked to note these announcements 

and to adjust their records accordingly 
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Church Contacts 
 
 

MINISTER    Rev. Moira McDonald  476 5893         moira-mc@live.co.uk 

 

WORKPLACE CHAPLAIN  Esther Elliott   07702 863342  esther.elliott@wpcscotland.co.uk 

 
 
ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER Dr Archie Ewing  552 3799  archieewing@blueyonder.co.uk 
     DMus, FFCM, LTCL, LLCM  
 
CHURCH  SECRETARY    Christine Mill   334 7864  corold@aol.com 
 

 
SESSION CLERK    Jane Walker   539 1080  janes.walker@virginmedia.com 
 
 
ASSISTANT SESSION CLERK Ramsay Allan      332 5809  ramsayallan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
TREASURER     Alistair Christie           07894484495      treasurercorstorphineoldparish@btinternet.com 
 

 
FABRIC CONVENER   Ramsay Allan      332 5809  ramsayallan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
MISSION COMMITTEE  
CONVENER    Carol Christie   334 4893  caroljchristie@yahoo.co.uk 
 
WFO CONVENER   Graeme Stewart   339 7718  gfstewart@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
 
CHRISTIAN AID CO-ORDINATOR Linda Ingle         444 2395 
         or 07530 988240 lindaingle@hotmail.co.uk 
 
PUBLICATIONS DISTRIBUTION  
ORGANISERS      Ken and Rena Ingle   334 9467  renaingle@hotmail.com 
 
ROLL KEEPER    Marlene Pearson  538 5592  mpearson_@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
GIFT AID CONVENER  Linda Gorrie   339 3687  lindagorrie01@gmail.com 
 
 
MAGAZINE EDITOR   David Drummond     334  5741  daviddrummond65@btinternet.com 
 
 
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER  Liz Allan   332 5809  ramsayallan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
PRESBYTERY ELDER   John Hartil   476 9761  johndhartil@blueyonder.co.uk   
  
 
REPRESENTATIVE TO CORSTORPHINE CHURCHES 
EXECUTIVE MEMBER   Jane Walker   539 1080  janes.walker@virginmedia.com 
 
 
THE GUILD  -   Joint Conveners Brenda Russell   629 1456  bgrussell@talktalk.net 
     Doris Crichton   477 0067  angusanddoris@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
BOYS BRIGADE (CAPTAIN)  Kevin Aitchison  334 7731  kevin.aitchison@moredun.ac.uk 
 
 
GIRL GUIDES    Joanne Newby   467 5900  jonewby1000@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
RAINBOWS     Debbie Scott   622 0487  debs73rainbows@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
BROWNIE GUIDES  
(Temporary Unit Leader)  Joanne Newby   467 5900  jonewby1000@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
FRIENDLY HOUR   Christine Calder  334 4597  mrsc1234@hotmail.co.uk 
     Doris Crichton   477 0067  angusanddoris@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
FRESHSTART LEADER  Jane Walker   539 1080  janes.walker@virginmedia.com  
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